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I. INTRODUCTION TO THOHAS BROOKS 

Charles SPurseonr who is acknowledsed b~ aost to be the Sreatest 

Enslish BaPtist Preacher of the 19th centur~• loved Thomas Brooks. Thoush 

the two aen lived two hundred ~ears aPart the~ are ver~ auch alike. SPurSeon 

studied Brooks' Works and iabibed Brooks' flair tor seraon illustrations. 

SPurseon liked Brooks so well that he Published a book entitled Saooth Stones 

fro• Ancient Brooksr beins an orsanized collection of ~an~ of Thomas Brooks' 

illustrations and sa~inss. The title of SPurseon' s little book is an allusion 

to the Passase in I Saauelr in which David Places so•e smooth st ones fro~ a 

brook into his shePherd' s bas in order to do battle with his slins asainst 

Goliathr the siant. SPurseon looked UPon Preaching as an act of sPiritual 

warfare. The iaPlication in the title is that Brooks' sa~inss and illustra-

tions are effective weapons in overco~ins sinners' hardened hearts and 

caPturins aen's ainds for Christ. 

When Brooks' Works were rePrinted in 1866r SPurseon had this to sa~: 

The voluaes now before us are b~ that ~arvellousl~ rich author Tho~as 
Brooksr whose wealth of iaaser~ surpasses all others of his ase. The 
aere aarsinal notes of Brooks are more valuable than Pases of ordinar~ 
writers~ we take Pleasure in the stones of his te~Plesr and the ver~ 
dust thereof we favour. Of all the Puritans he is the most readable, 
if we excePt John Bun~an; and if he cannot disPla~ the dePth of Owen 
or the raciness of Adaasr he leaves thea far behind in excessive sweet­
ness and sparkling beaut~ of metaPhor. There is a clearr silver~' 
refreshing sound in the naae 'Brooks', and as is the na•e such is the 
aanr ever~ reader who can afford the aone~ should purchase this incor­
rupt, unautilatedr unchansedr well-Printedr and Perfectl~ edited coP~ 
of Brooks.1 

Peter Lewis in a delishtful and insishtful bookr The Genius of Puritan-

isar sives nuaerous short sketches of various Puritans and their PUl Pit ~inist-

r~. Of Brooksr Lewis coM~ents: 'If illustrations are the windows of a serg,onr 

1Thomas Brooksr The Works of Tho~as Brooksr camp. and ed . with a 
Preface and Heaoir b~ Alexander B. Grosart r 6 vols. <Edinbursh: The Banner of 
Truth Trustr 1980; rePrinted., Edinbursh: James Nichol, 1861-67), auotalion 
on inside cover of dust Jacket. 
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Thoaas Brooks aust have been the aaster-slazier of his Period. His works 

are a veritable C~stal Palace of illuainatins anecdotes and fisures of 

sPeech •••• There was no aore POPular Preacher in the London of Cro•well 

and the Interresnua than Thoaas Brooks.•2 

Tho•as Brooks' Life Histor~ 

Ver~ little is known of the Personal life of Tho~as Brooks . No 

Portrait of hi• is known to exist. The onl~ infor•ation about his Personal 

life aust be Sleaned fro• coa~ents he aakes about hi~self in his sermons. 

Alexander 8. Grosart, who wrote a me~oir of Brooks' did the most comPlete 

search for an~ records of Tho•as Brooks. For all his trouble' Grosart came 

UP virtuall~ emPtY-handed, excePt that he found the 'last will and testa~ent ' 

of Brooks. 

It is esti•ated that Brooks was born within the ~ears 1606 to 1608. 

There is a note in the E~•anuel Collese resister that Brooks beca~e a stu-

dent there at Caabridse, in Jul~ of 1625.3 Grosart estiaates that Brooks 

aust have been licensed or ordained to the ~inistr~ no later than 1640.4 

In so•e re•arks fro• Brooks ' ser~ons it aPPears that Brooks had 

so•e affiliat ion with the Enslish ailitar~ durins his life. In a se r~on, 

which Brooks was asked to Preach at Colonel Rainsboroush's funeral ' Brooks 

sa~s: "As for this thrice-honoured chamPion now in the dust; for his enJoy-

~ent of God' fro• •Y own exPerience' beins with hia both at sea and l and , 

I have abundance of sweetness and satisfaction in •Y own sPirit, which to 

2 Peter Lewisr The Genius of Puritanisar 2nd ed. <Ha~wards Heath, Sussex : 
CareY Publications, 1979), P. 29. 

3Brooks ' Works' 1!xxv. 

4 Brooks , Works, U xxvi i. 
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ae exceeding}~ sweetens so Sreat a loss.• <Italics aine.>5 Brooks Probabl~ 

served under Colonel Rainsboroush as a chaPlain. There are other reaarks which 

further confira the naval exPeriences of Brooksr such as the followins: 'I 

have been soae years at sear and through grace I can saYr that I would not 

exchanse aY sea-exPeriences for Ensland's riches. I aa not altogether isnorant 

of the troubles• trialsr te•Ptationsr dansersr and deaths that do attend 

~ou.•6 This re~ark was addressed to 'the Generals of the Fleets of the 

Coa~onwealth of Ensland•,7 

The onlY other event in Brooks ' lifer that is known from his 

writin~sr is a controvers~ he had with aembers of his church over the 

ad•inistration of sacraaents. Brooks refused to administer baPtis~ or 

the Lord's SuPPer to those Parishioners he felt were ~anifestlY unworthYr 

as evidenced bY their lifestYle. Soee of these Parishioners sousht to 

have Brooks re~oved froa the PUlPit . Brooks wrote a tract defending him­

self entitled Cases Considered and Resolved,e This controversY was in 

1653. Brooks reaained the Preacher there until the Great EJection in 

1662 as is evidenced fro• the title PaSes of his later publications. 

After the Great EJection of 1662 Brooks evidentlY continued to Preach 

in the saae arear thoush notr of courser from a church PUlPit. In 1665r 

in his workr Priv~ KeY of Heavenr Brooks saYsr 'That favourr that good 

accePtance and fair auarterr that aY other Poor labours have foundr not onlY 

in this nation but in other countries alsor hath Put me uPon Putting Pen 

to PaPer once •ore.•9 So Brooks continued his treatises (which were 

5Brooksr ~· 6:333. 

6Brooksr Worksr 2:304. 

7 Brooks r Works r 2:303. 

8B roo~.s r Worksr 1: xxxvi ii -lix, 

9 Brooksr Worksr 2: 163. 
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basicall~ coaPilations of seraons) after he was forbidden to Preach. 

On the title PaSe of An Ark tor all God's Noahs the author Printed his naae 

in this fashion: 'B~ Thoaas Brooksr late Preacher of the Gos~el at Harsarets 

New Fishstreetr and still Preacher of the Word in Londonr and Pastor of a 

Consresation there.• <Italics aine,)10 These references show that thoush 

Brooks had lost his PUlPit and been forbidden to Preachr ~et he still 

Preached secretl~r and obeYed God rather than ~en. Brooks died in 1680 beins 

about seventy-two Years old at his death,11 

Nothins else worth~ of aention is known of Brooks ' Personal life, 

A biosraPh~ of Brooks aisht have been found in that fa~ous bookr The History 

of the Worthies of Enslandr bY Thomas Fullerr had Brooks been alreadY dead 

at the tiae of its publication. Fuller chose onl~ to Publish the biosra­

Phies of men who had alread~ Passed awa~. Han~ books and records were 

destro~ed in the Great Fire of London in 1666, Notes on the life of Brooks 

could have been destro~ed at that tiae, For whatever reason r God s aw fit 

that Brooks' Preachins be Preservedr thoush his personal life remains a 

•~ster~. This should be no detraction froa stud~ins his works . Little 

is known of the Personal lives of Aaosr Joelr Nahu~ and others that God sPoke 

throushr ~et their words are divinel~ insPired. Brooksr thoush not divinel~ 

insPiredr sa~s auch froa which Present da~ readers aa~ Profit. 

Thoaas Brooks ' Views on Preaching 

As a master-Preacher Brooks ' seraons deserve careful study , Brooks 

never wrote a hoai letical textbook, One will not find anY directions for 

ser~on construction in his writinss. Brooks r howeverr did have some seneral 

10Brooks r Worksr 2:2. 

11 Brooks r lolorksr l b:xxv . 
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views which he ProPounded concernins Preachins and Preachers. Brooks' 

recorded stateaents on Preachins are not concerned with literarY stYle Per 

ser Yet the oualities Brooks talks about are foundational to Preachins 

andr if neslectedr will render the best efforts at preachins sPiritual!~ 

innocuous. 

Thoaas Brooks insisted that a Preacher aust have the risht sPiritual 

soal in view when he Preache~. To Preach for the aPPlause of aen was wrons. 

To Preach in order to reProve aen for sinsr or to encourase thea in rishteous-

nessr was a Proper sPiritual soal. Brooks saYsr 'He is not the best Preacher 

that tickles the earr or that works uPon the fancYr etc., but he that breaks 

the heart and awakens the conscience,•12 This Puritan •an looked upon that 

act of preachinSr in which the preacher sousht •erelY to entertain his hearersr 

as wicked Preachins. If a Preacher was ever to be effective for the lord he 

aust seek onlY to Preach for God's SlorYr not his own. 

Thoush the soal of Preaching should not be to entertainr thi s did 

not •ean that a ser~on should be drab and borins. A sereon should be 

enJoYable for the PUrPose of i~Partins sPiritual truth in a Pleasing and 

desirable fora: 

Hinisters' words should be divinelY delectable and desirable; the~ should 
divinelY Pleaser and divinel~ Profit; the~ should divinelY tickler and 
divinelY take both ear and heart. A ~inister should be a weishtY sPeaker; 
he should clothe his doctrine in such comelYr lovelY dressr as that he •aY 
bY it slide insensiblY into his hearers' hearts. Hini sters should clothe 
their •atter with decent words. The leaves sive some beauty to the tree. 
Good •atter in an unsee•l~ lansuaser is like a brisht taPer in a sluttish 
candlestickr or like a fair body in unhandso•e clothesr or like a sold 
rin~ on a leProus hand. 'Truth'r saith oner 'loves to be Plainr but not 
sluttish.' As she loves not to be clad in say coloursr like a wanton 
struaPetr so not in lousy rass like a nasty creature.13 

12Brooksr Worksr 3!212. 

13Brooksr Works r 3!219. 
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Thoaas Brooks also believed that a Preacher ~ust stud~ dilisentls to 

deaonstrate the aPPlicabilitY of doctrine to individuals' needs. If a Prea-

cher was to have ans successr it would not be throush aakins vasue seneral-

izations about ScriPturer but throush showins PeoPle what thes ~ust know or 

do in lisht of certain facts: 

To divide the word arightr is to cut outr saith Calvin and othersr to 
ever~one his Portionr as a parent cutteth out bread to his childrenr 
or a cook aeat to his suests. A general doctrine not aPPliedr is as 
a sword without an edSer not in itselfr but to the PeoPler who b~ reason 
of their own sinsular senslesness and weaknessr are not ab le to aPPl~ 
it to their own estates and conditions; or as a whole loaf set before 
children• that will do thea no sood. A saraent fitted fo r all bodiesr 
is fit for nobod~f and that which is sPoken to all is taken as sPoken to 
none. Doctrine is but the drawing of the bowr aPPlication is the hitting 
of the aark,14 

If a Preacher could Paint Pictures with wordsr but could not draw sPecific 

aPPlications froa his textr his Preaching would be in vain. 

Since Brooks' treatises were co~Pilations of his ser~onsr it is 

understandable whs he sa id ver~ little about Preaching in the••• and nothins 

about seraon preParation. After all r his seraons were delivered to averase 

citizensr not to Preachers or ainisterial students. If one is to learn the 

art of Preaching fro• Brooksr one ~ust learn bs exaaPle. 

14 Brooksr Worksr 3:218. 
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II. THE PREACHING STYLE OF THOHAS BROOKS 

Fortunatelw Brooks' Works, which have recentl~ been rePrinted b~ the 

Banner of Truth Trust of En~land, reaain in the saae ~rasmatical fora in 

which he had thea Published, after he hi•self revised and corrected them. 

The saae words and sentences re•ain Just as Brooks left t hea, therefore the 

works Portra~ Brooks' st~le and not the st~le of soae later editor. 

'St~le' Defined 

In order t o anal~ze soae asPects of Brooks' Preachins st~le, it will 

be necessar~ t o first clarif~, as auch as Possible' what 'st~le' is. The 

Aaerican Herita~e Dictionar~ sives over a dozen definitions to the word. 

Two of these definitions ~ive a sood sense of 'st~le' as used in this thesis: 

"1. The waY in which soaethin~ is said or done' as distinauished fro~ its 

substance. 2. The combination of distinctive features of literar~ or artistic 

exPression' executionr or Perforaance characterizin~ a Particular person' people, 

school, or era.•15 John Broadus, in his hoailetical classic• On the PreParation 

and DeliverY of Seraons' saYsr "A aan's stYle, then' is his characteristic aanner 

of exPressing his thoushts, whether in writin~ or in sPeech. •16 R. L. Dabney, the 

faaous Aaerican PresbYterian theolo~ian, in his work, Lectures on Sacred Rhetoricr 

sa~s that the word 'stYle' "• •• denotes the risht use of words as vehicles of 

thou~ht. •17 Jay Adaasr in his book PulPit SPeech sa~s' •st~le fundamentallY is 

15The American Herita~e Dictionar~ of the En~lish Lan~uase, 1969, s.v. 
"st~1e". 

1~ohn A. Broadusr On the Preparation and Deliver~ of Sermons' new and rev. 
ed. b~ Jesse Burton Weatherspoon <Hew York: HarPer and Brothers' 1944), p, 223. 

1 ~obert L. Dabney, Sacred Rhetoric or, A Course of Lectures on Preachin~ 
<Edinbur~h: The Banner of Truth Trus tr 1979i rePrinted., n.p,, 1870), p, 271. 
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lan~uase usase, which aeans the choice and use of words. Good st~ler thereforer 

involves the stud~ and practiced use of vocabular~r Sraaaar and s~ntax . • •• 

St~le concerns words and how the~ are Put tosether in the atteaPt to coaaun­

icate ideas.•18 A sPeaker's choice of wordsr arranseaent of wordsr aethods 

of reasonin~• nuaber and t~Pe of illustrations, his use of fiSures of SPeech-­

all these thinSsr and aorer fora and characterize the st~le of a sPeaker. 

Broadus sives soae exaaPles of how various sPeakins and writins 

st~les can be classified~9 Soae of these st~les are here su~aarized in 

order to better Portra~ the aeanins of the tera 'st~le'. The 'spacious st~le' 

is a st~le in which the sPeaker uses a Sreat •an~ lonSr iaPressive soundins 

words to exPand his stateaents and overawe his hearers with his Profundit~ 

of knowledse . For instance• a Preacher could sa~' 'It is wrens to tell 

lies.• A speaker with a sPacious st~le would sa~, 'The inner workinss of 

one's conscience condean as a hideous turPitude the action of verbalizing 

Prevarications.• The 'Polished st~le' is that alterins of the sPeech so 

that all sentences and ParaSraPhs are kePt within about the saae lensths . 

This st~le Sives the effect of the Perfect!~ aetered ePic Poe~. The 'fine 

st~le' is the result of words and Phrases carefull~ chosen so as to sound 

siailar• or at least to coabine in such a wa~ as to sive a Pleasing effect 

uPon the ear. The 'flower~ st~le ' is characterized b~ abundant s~non~as and 

illustrations• so abundant that the central thousht is often lost or obscured 

a•idst the 'prett~ flowers ' of metaPhor and h~Perbole. What one aisht ter~ 

the ' lecture stYle ' is that sPeech in which the sPeaker is onl~ concerned 

with facts and reasonins. Such a sPeech is as aPPealinS as the Prospect of 

aarr~ins a cadaver. The listeners need a vibrant and interesting ~essaSer 

not a coldr lifeless bod~ of closel~ reasoned arsuments. The OPPos ite 

18Ja~ E. Adaasr PulPit SPeech (Grand RaPids: Baker Book Houser 197l)r 
p, 111. 

19Broadusr PreParation and Deliver~ , p , 229. 
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extreae of the 'lecture st~le ' is the •conversational st~le'. Broadus sa~s, 

'Preochins 1ust be audience-conscious, Person to Person; it is soaethins 

told; but there are levels of conversation. and the PUlPit is not a Park 

benchr nor is the subJect the weather; eoreoverr the Place is the house of 

God and the issue is critical.' <Italics aine.>20 These words of Broadus 

deserve sPecial attention in Aaerica toda~. Irreverance Parades itself 

in •an~ churches b~ the excuse that God likes to "come down to our level"• 

forsettins that God is holY and that he condescends to sPeak to us and 

hear our PraYers. The •conversational stYle' in the PUlPit pro~otes irrever­

ence a•ons the PeoPle. 

These exaaPles of stYle are all exaaples of bad stYles. Nevertheless• 

these exaaPles Sive an idea of how broad a studY of st~le aisht beco~e. These 

exaaples also show how words can be used in aan~ different wa~s to brins about 

various results. St~le is iaPortant. A sood sPeakins stYle is necessar~ if 

a Preacher is to interest and affect his hearers. 

Soae •inisters arsue that Preachers should not waste tile on stud~ins 

and Perfectins a Preachins st~ler but should si1PlY Preach the truth, These 

aen fail to recosnize that as soon as a speaker oPens his aouth he is sPeakins 

in some 'stYle". HaYbe he has a borins st~ler aaYbe a wanderins or ra1blins 

stYle, aaYbe a veheaent or PoaPous stYler or even a careless or obscure stYle. 

If a aan does not PaY attention to his st~ler aen will not pay attention to 

his aessase. A aan who has insishts and Profound thoushts will not receive 

a larse hearinS if his words are thrown tosether to fora a bad st~le. On 

the other handr a sPeaker handling traditional and lons accePted truths can 

couch those truths in strikins and aPPealins teras r makins old t ruths see• 

freshr and thereb~ sain an interested audience. As RiPle~ sa~s in his Sacred 

20Broadusr PreParation and Deliver~• p, 229. 
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Rhetoricr 'Ne~li~ence in respect to st~le is inJustice to one's thoughts; 

their ProPer efficac~ is denied thea.·~ Broadus exPlains the efficacY of 

st~le with the helP of a aetaPhor: 

St~le is the glitter and Polish of the warrior's sword but is also its 
keen ed~e. It can render aediocritY accePtable and even attractive. and 
Power aore Powerful still. It can aake error seductive. while truth maY 
lie unnoticed for want of its aid. Shall reli~ious teachers ne~lect so 
Powerful a aeans of usefulness?22 

laPortance of Good Oral St~le 

Havin~ deterained that st~le is imPortant. it further needs to be said 

that an oral st~le is ~ood in a sPeakerr and a written st~le is ~ood in a 

writer. In order to Jud~e a Preacher's st~le, his seraons aust be aeasured 

b~ those oualities inherent in sood oral st~le. The two st~les are different. 

The~ are both aPProPriate in their Place. Ja~ Adaas exPlains: 

Oral English Proceeds at the SPeaker's rate, whereas written English moves 
at the reader's rate. Therefore• aore rePetition' shorter less coaPlex 
sentences' and aore siaPle and concrete words are characteristic of good 
oral En~lish. The listener, unlike the reader• cannot pause and Ponder' 
he cannot reread, he cannot go look UP a word in the dictionar~. The 
vocabularY used in effective oral English is smaller, aore colorful, 
less abstract.23 

RiPle~ realized that a written st~le did not make a sood ser•onr thus he 

exhorts Preachers who write their ser•ons to write as if the~ were actuallY 

speaking: 

If a Preacher habitual!~ writes in a siaPl~ didactic stYle, his deliverY 
will be rather that of a teacherr or a reader' than of a Public sPeaker. 
let hia break UP his habit of coapositionr and adopt, in suitable Para­
graPhs, a boldr nervousr interrogator~ stYler or the raPid, familiar• 
brief st~le of aniaated conversation, and would not this transfor~ation 
of style naturall~ transfora also his delivery?24 

21HenrY J. RiPle~r Sacred Rhetoric orr Co~Position and DeliverY of Seraonsr 
Sth ed. <New York: Sheldon and Co~Pany, 1879), p, 132, 

22Broadus' PreParation and Deliver~' p, 225. 

23Adaes , PulPit SPeech, p, 113. 

24RiPleY' Sacred Rhetoric• p, 133. 
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If oral st~le does not •ake sood written stYler and vice-versar then 

anYone who critiaues a Preacher's ser•ons •ust take this fact into consider-

at ion. Just because the ser•on does not •ake the best readins does not 

•ean that it is bad Preachin~. The readins of a sood ser•on should reveal 

extensive rePetition of ideas <althoush not necessarilY in the sa~e words 

each ti•e>. Other SPecific characteristics of sood oral st~le will be dealt 

with in sreater detail later. What is i•Portant to realize at this Point is 

that Preachins should be judsed differentl~ than one would critioue an essay, 

RiPlev exPlains the effect of trYins to critioue speeches in the same manner 

as written works: 

Hoorer in his life of Sheridanr observes that 'a rePort verbati• of anY 
effective sPeech aust alwa~s aPPear diffused and unsraceful in the Per­
usal; the ver~ rePetitions and redundanc~r the accu~ulation of ePithets 
which save force and •o•entu• to the career of deliver~, but weaken and 
encuaber the aarch of st~le when read,' 

'So•e of the best essaYs in our lansuaSer' says Gresle~r in his 
Treatise on Preachinsr 'aPPear in the shaPe of Printed seraons; but if 
these were to be Preached as the~ are published, the~ would be uni•­
Pressive ser•onsr Precisel~ because the~ are sood essa~s.•25 

Fro• what has been saidr it is evident that sood oral st~le is dif-

ferent than sood written st~le. A seneral idea of what coaPrises stYle has 

also been set forth. HavinS treated these Seneral toPicsr it would seem 

exPedient to now start analYzins sPecific characteristics of Thomas Brooks' 

Preachins st~le. Howeverr one •ore area should be looked into before soins 

on to critioue Brooks' Preachins st~le. The auestion that now needs to be 

dealt with is: Who influenced Brooks' Preachins stYle? 

Influences UPon Brooks' st~le 

Brooks studied under the famous Puritan preache r r Thomas Prestonr 

25RiPleYr Sacred Rhelo r icr p, 147. 



and Probabl~ under Richard Sibbes as well durin~ his Years at E•~anuel 

Colleser Caabridse. Grosartr the editor of Brooks' Worksr ~entions that 

soae of the 'saYinSs' of Sibbesr which Brooks ouotes in his sermons. are 
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not found anYwhere elser indicatinS that Brooks coPied thea while PersonallY 

listenins to Sibbes' lectures~ These teachers influenced Brooks' •ethod of 

dividins a seraon. The seraon' of Sibbes and Brooks al•ost always follow 

a three-fold partitionins of a seraon. These aen would Present a doctrine 

froa ScriPture• then the~ would ~ive loSical reasons suPPortinS that doctrine. 

and finall~ the~ would draw Practical aPPlications fro• that doct r ine so 

that the hearers could Put the doctrine to use in their own lives. 

All of these •enr teachers and PUPil alike, were sreatl~ influenced 

b~ the colle~e curriculua of that da~. The Bachelor of Arts de~ree of that 

day was established uPon Greek and Roaan histor~. the Classical lan~ua~esr 

rhetoric• logicr and PhilosoPhv. The students were well exPosed to the works 

of Ciceror Senecar Justinian. XenoPhonr Aristotle, Plato. Plutarch• and others. 

Althou~h Sibbes rare!~ auoted froa these classical authors• Brooks auoted thea 

Profusel~ for seraon illustrations. 

Since Brooks does auote froa the works on rhetoric b~ Aristotle• 

Cicero, and Quintillian in his worksr he doubtless read those works. These 

three ancients are still considered aasters on the subJect of Public sPeaking. 

John Broadus also considers these aen to be ~ood, and ouotes fro~ the~ fairl~ 

freouentlY in his PreParation and Deliver~ of Seraons. Froa these facts . 

it can be assuaed that Brooks was trained in sPeaking with a hi~h regard to 

~ood oratorical st~ler as set forth bY •en like Quintillian and Cicero. 

Of courser the Puritan aoveaent had been going on a ~ood while 

before Brooks entered colle~e. PerhaPs there were older Puritans who 

26Brooks, Worksr 1:xxvi. 
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influenced his st~le; he havin~ heard thea Preachr or read their works. 

Brooks auotes froa the f;aous old Puritanr John Dod. John Dod's works re-

aained around a Ions tiae after his death in 1645 at ninet~-ei~ht ~ears of 

ase. PeoPle enJo~ed his •sa~inss• and anecdotes so auch that the~ could 

be found pasted on cabin walls• even a centur~ after his death. Laurence 

Chaderton was still around durins Brooks' tiae. Chaderton was a "sPell-

binder'. Once after he had Preached for two hours• he sussested that he had 

sone too lons and better stop , His hearers all shouted out for hi~ to con-

tinuer even bessins hi• in the naae of God,27 

Brooks wasr first and fore~ost, a Puritan. He wanted to see the 

Purification of the church. The Puritansr in OPPosition to the Anslican 

establishment• sousht b~ sadlY PreachinSr to aake Enslish~en knowledseable, 

orthodoxr and hol~. Thoush various peculiarities of stYle existed amonsst 

the Puritan Preachers; on the wholer theY were in asree~ent on the main 

characteristics of effective Preaching. 

One •ain characteristic of Puritan Preaching was claritY of exPres-

sion. The Puritans wanted their ser~ons to be clear and understandable. 

Brooks was certainl~ instructed on the iaPortance of clarit~; and beinS a 

sodl~ Puritan• he shared the saae convictions as his fellow Puritans . 

One Puritan, John Downaaer in his aassive treatise' The Christian 

Warfarer de~onstrates the iaPortance of claritY in exPression bY the 

exaaPle of ScriPture: 

••• howsoever the Lord in the Profunditie of wisdoae could have 
written in such a loftie stile as would have filled even the most 
learned with adairationr Yet he useth a siaPle easie stile fit for 
the caPacit~ of allr because it was for the use of allr and necessarie 
to salvation to bee understood of all sorts and conditions.28 

27Williaa Hallerr The Rise of Puritanisa <New York: Coumbia UniversitY 
Pressr 1938; rePrinted., PhiladelPhia: Universit~ of PennsYlvania Press ' 
1972), pp, 54r SS. 

28Williaa Hallerr The Rise of Puritanis~• p, 130. 
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Because the Puritans sousht to be thoroushl~ Biblical, the~ endeavored to 

eaPlo~ this saae clarit~ of st~le in their seraons. Puritans referred to 

their rhetoric ~s the 'Plain st~le'. The Puritans avoided the artificialit~ 

and daintiness of erudition. The~ abhorred the st~le which aerel~ showed 

off one's abilit~ to do Prett~ tricks with words. After all, the~ were 

to sive account for ever~ idle word sPoken' in the da~ of Judsaent . There-

fore theY strove not to iaPress their auditor~' but rather to i~Part under-

standins, to the savins of aen's souls. Richard Sibbes (1577-1635), in his 

faaous work, The Bruised Reed and Saokins Flax, chiselled out a •emorable 

note about clarit~ and truth in reference to Preachins. He said that 

ainisters: 

• , • should take heed likewise that theY hide not their aean ins in 
dark speechesr speaking in the clouds. Truth feareth nothing so 
much as concealaent, and desireth nothing so •uch as clearl~ to be 
laid oPen to the view of all: when it is •ost maked, it is ~ost 
lovelY and powerfu1.29 

John Flavel (1627-1691) echoes the saae concern for clarit~ in a 

seraon to ainisters' sa~ins: 

The sreatest Part of our congresations are poor' isnorant, unresenerated 
PeoPle that know neither their aiser~ nor their reaed~. This will direct 
us to the sreat doctrines of conviction, reseneration, and faith; and 
aake us to sit with solicitious ainds in our studies, pondering thus in 
our hearts: 'lord• what course shall we take' and what words shall we 
~[sic) that we aa~ best conve~ the sense of their sin and danser' 
with the fulness and necessitY of Christ, into their hearts.' <Italics 
aine.)30 

The Puritans had a strons dislike of the slittery and Pretentious 

Preaching of the Anslican establish~ent . Groshart, Sibbes' biosraPherr 

sives an iaPression of the so-called 'wittY' st~le' so much abo~inated b~ 

the Puritans: 

29Richard Sibbes' The Complete Works of Richard Sibbesr ed., with 
aeaoir , Rev. Alexander Bal loch Grosartr vol. 1: The Bruised Reed and 
Saokins Flax <Edinbursh: Jaaes Nichol, 1862) , P. 53. 

30John Flavel, The Works of John Flavel• vol. 6: The Character of a 
ComPlete Evanselical Pastor. Drawn b~ Christ <London: w. Ba~nes and Sonr 
1820; rePrint ed., London: Banner of Truth Trust, 1968), PP. 571-572. 



The Preachins that was fashionable aaons the 'wits' of the universitY 
was a ver~ different thins froa the stern reProofs, bold invectives , 
burnins reaonstranceir ProPhet-like aPPeals of Willia• Perkins. 
What was now culitvated and extolled was a frivolous, florid elo­
auencer that boasted itielf on its deftl~-turned tropesr its hish 
flown ParaPhrases ot the classicsr esPeciallY Seneca and Ciceror 
and the Fathersr the aultiPlied ouotations of the 'ser~ons' Pub­
lished shewins like PUrPle Patches on a thread-bare robe. There 
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was trick of aannerr aellifluous cadencer siaPerins refineaentr no­
thins aore. The Senhouse~ et hoc Senus o~ne Cloosel~ translated-­
' and they're all the sa~e'l SPrinkled eau-de-colosne over their hearers 
Cit theY durst it had been '~water'), while Parched liPs were 
athirst tor 'livinS water'--tickled the ear when the heavilY- laden 
soul sousht Pardonr the weary restr the bruised balm,32 

This aniaosit~ toward ' witt~' Preachins srew out of the Pur itan zeal for 

the clear Proclaeation of the SosPelr as is aPParent fro~ the previous 

auote, 

In that the Puritans Practiced clarit~ of exPression in their ser&onsr 

this 'Plain' stYle should not be aisconstrued as dullness. Truer there 

were soae Puritans whose st~le would seea aore like a theolosical lecture. 

~illiaa Gouse and John Owen were aore technical in their sermons and 

writinss than aost of the other Puritans. If anYone has read John Owenr 

he knows it aust be read carefullY and slowl~ for comPrehension, Yet Owen' s 

oualit~ of aatter drew a crowd of two thousand in london on a resular 

basis. Nevertheless, aost of the Puritans aade freouent use of engasins 

illustrations. 

Brooks' st~le was also influenced b~ the Puritans' conviction 

that a seraon should not onlY be clearr and doctrinallY soundr but that 

31 Richard Senhouse was considered foreaost as a collector of all sorts 
of wittY 'knick-knacks', He flaunted his knowledse of trivia to i~Press 
his hearers and sain slorY and aPPlause to hiaself. He was aPPointed a bishoP 
for his cleverness. See Hallerr Rise of Puritanis~r pp, 76- 78 . 

32Rev. Alexander Balloch Groshartr 'Heaoir of Richard Sibbes r D.D , ' 
in The CoaPlete ~orks of Richard Sibbe~, Vol. lr ed. the Rev, Alexander 
Balloch Groshart <Edinbursh: Jaaes Nicholr 1862)r PP• 38r 39. 
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it should also be enJo~able or winsoae. Oftenr it was throush the use 

of illustrations that Puritans aade the ser~ons ensasins. 

The Puritans used illustrations fro• their conte~Porar~ settinSr 

as well as enthrallins stories fro• histor~. Their seraons abounded in 

•etaPhor and siaile. The Westainster Director~ of WorshiP saw the need 

for •akins a seraon enJo~able throush usins illustration: "The illustra-

tionsr of what kind soeverr ousht to be full of lishtr and such as ea~ 

conve~ the truth into the hearer's heart with sPiritual delisht.• <Italics 

•ine.>33 The Puritan •anner of illustratins confor•ed to their central 

desirer to penetrate the •inds and hearts of peoPler to direct the~ in 

sodl~ livins. Stories and fisures ot sPeech were not ~erel~ ornaments to 

be Poured without •easure into the seraonr but were to be used for a Pur-

Pose. Illustrations served to clarif~r to keeP the hearer's interest uPr 

to insPirer and to serve as examPles. Alsor since the hearers delishted in 

the illustrations• the preacher's aessaSe was rendered more Palatable. 

Solo~on had saidr • ••• sweetness of sPeech increases Persuasiveness.•34 

And most certain!~ did the Puritans want to be persuasive. 

The difference between the Puritans' illustrations and those of 

the 'witt~' Preachersr is that tor the Puritans: 

Whatever contributed to edification was but a aeans of Preachins naked 
Christ. Whatever did not was vanit~. The Primar~ obJection to aeta­
Ph~sical witr learned allusionsr tass of Greek and Latinr snatches 

33The Confession of Faith; the Larser and Shorter Catechisms, with the 
ScriPture Proofs at Larse: tosether with The Sua of Savins Knowledser (contained 
in the Hol~ ScriPturesr and Held Forth in the said Confession and Catechis•s•> 
and Practical Use thereof; Covenants• National and Solemn Leasue; acknowl­
edseaent of Sinsr and Ensasement to Duties; Directories for Publick and Famil~ 
WorshiP; Fora of Church Government, etc. Of Publick Authorit~ in the Church 
of Scotland; with Acts of Asseabl~ and Parliaaentr Relative to and APProbative 
of the Same. Re-issued b~ The Publications Comaittee of the Free Presb~terian 
Church of Scotlandr 1976r P• 380. (This is the onl~ title and ~ublication 
infor~ation Siven.J 

34Prov. 16!21 <NASB>. rNASB =New A•erican Standard Bible.J 



fro• the heath~n Poets and PhilosoPhers, and all fi~ures of speech 
dePending UPon recondite knowled~e was that aan~ meabers of the 
audience were sure to aiss the Point. The Puritan Preacher was ouite 
PrePared to use an~thins he knew as •eans to his endr but the end was 
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to aake ever~bod~ feel the force and realit~ of what he was sa~ins • 
His seraon~ were sown thick with iaa~er~' but his i•ases were drawn 
fro• sources which PeoPle felt the~ knewr • , ,35 

• • 

The Puritans were aasters at •akins Pictures with words as well as 

usins Picturesoue words. The~ esPeciall~ liked to draw their illustrations 

fro• the Ensland the~ knewf fro• far• lifer the sear roadside scenes, the 

cit~ aarket or whatever was faailiar to their hearers. One Puritan scholarr 

Willia• Hallerr su•s it UP nicel~: 

Illustrations of doctrine drawn froa ever~da~ lifer especiall~ when 
touched with so•ethins like the interest of narrative, Plainl~ took 
with the PeoPle. The aen of the PUlPit conseauentl~ be~an to ~ake a 
feature of such devicesr exercising their ingenuit~ to •ake the 
little Picture or fable faailiarr vividr aPProPriate, and in itself 
strikins and a•using,36 

Ha~be there is a certain aan that influenced Brooks more than anotherr 

but it would be hard to tell. Brooks' one ~ain difference, his outstandin~ 

difference, is his abundant use of illustrations. If an~ reader were to 

coapare the works of Richard Sibbesr Jere•iah Burrou~hsr Williaa Brid~er 

John Flavelr Saauel Rutherford, Sa•uel Boltonr Robert Boltonr JosePh 

Alleiner Richard Baxterr Tho•as Watsonr Tho~as Bostonr John Owenr Tho•as 

Goodwinr Williaa Gouser or StePhen Charnock--an~ of these Puritansr 

against Thoaas Brooksr one would find Brooks to be fuller in illustrations. 

If an~one influenced Brooks in this wa~, it see~s that Brooks went fur-

ther to •ake the use of illustrations his stron~ Point. 

35Hallerr Rise of Puritanis•r p, 140. 

36Ibid., p, 148. 



III. SPECIFIC CHARACTERISTICS OF BROOKS' STYLE 

Havins now looked at the aore Seneral characteristics of stYle, 

seen the iaPortance of a sood oral stYler and looked into soae of the 

influences UPon Brooks' stYle--the sPecific characteristics of Brooks' 

stYle should now be dealt with. If Thoaas Brooks is a ~odel Puritan 

preacherr the sPecific characteristics of his Preachins are worthY of 

study and iaitation. One does not ad~ire a beautiful Paintins and 

siaPlY so ott to Paint •asterPieces. It is onlY in careful study and 

Practice of Particulars that one acauires the abilitY to be sreat in 

anY field. So also, it is onlY in the close studY of Brooks' Preachins 

characteristics that one aaY learn to Preach like Brooks. The APostle 

John exhorts believers to •, •• i~itate , , , what is sood, •37 

Use of RePetition 

The first sood aualitY of Brooks' stYle to be observed is his use 

of rePetition. As was aentioned before' sood oral stYle is rePetitious 

in coaParison to sood written style. The reason tor this is that the hearer 

cannot take tiae to slowly think on each idea of the SPeech because the 

sPeech keePs aovins at a fast rate. Also, a hearer's aind •isht be easilY 

distracted fro• the sPeakers line of thousht. BY the ti•e the listener fo­

cuses back on the seraonr he aaY have aissed an iaPortant insredient in the 

Preacher's line of arsuaent. Thus the hearer will totallY aiss that Part of 

the seraon unless the Preacher rePeats hiaself. 

RePetition is the aother of &emorY. BY reiteratins i~Portant Points, 

a Preacher helPs fix these ideas in his listeners ne~ory, Since preachers 

373 John 11 <NASB>. 
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are presentins eternal truths that Provide suidance to salvation• one of 

their Priae obJectives should be to fi x their words uPon their peoPles' ainds. 

Soae sPeakers aisht speak in order to aove the PeoPle b~ their emotionsr 

tor the PUrPose of settins thea to aake a one tiae co~•itaent. Soae orators 

seek onl~ to entertain their audience and Sain their aPProval. The Christian 

ainister's obJective is not these. The Christian ainister aust reaind his 

flock of the aessase of ScriPture that leads to salvation. He is concerned 

that menr woaen• bo~s' and sirls forset not the truths that lead to salvation. 

The APostle Peter sa~sr 'I shall alwa~s be read~ to reaind ~ou of these thinss 

[i.e •• the things havins to do with eternal salvationJr even though You alread~ 

know thear and have been established in the truth which is Present with ~ou. • 

<Italics aine.>38 

In soae cases it aa~ be sood to restate a Phrase or sentence in the 

ver~ saae words. Host oftenr however• an idea should be rePhrased and fitted 

with different terainolos~. BY this rePetition• claritY of understanding is 

Promoted. If a listener doesn't understand or fullY srasP the sisnificance 

at first. •a~be the second or third restateaent will hit the aark. 

It aust be said that rePetition of soae si~Ple idea• that is suffi­

cient!~ clear in the first exPlanationr will onlY wearY and dissust the 

listener. RePetition of all aattersr all of the tiaer makes a sPeaker borins. 

Preachers should heed the sussestion of Broadus on this point: "It is 

wretchedl~ tiresoae to hear a aan carefull~ exPlaining what ever~one Present 

understands beforehand, or continuins to rePeat and oPen and illustrate what 

he had already aade sufficientlY Plain.•39 EvidentlY moderation aust be ob­

served in the eaPloYaent of rePetition. What misht be excessive rePetition for 

one idear aisht be insufficient tor another. The preacher must decide what the 

382 Pet. 1:12 <NASB>. ct. 2 Pet. 1:13-15; 3:1r2. 

39aroadus' Preparation and Delivery, P. 251. 
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weishtier Parts of his ser•on are and use restate•ent in those Places. 

Brooks uses •uch rePetition when he sives •en a solean warnins asainst 

Wellr Sentle•en• for a closer re•eaber thisr that as Noah was drunk 
with his own winer and as Goliath was beheaded with his own swordr and 
as the rose is destroYed bY the canker that it breeds in itself• and as 
AsriPPina was killed bY Neror to who• she save breath; so if ever YOU are 
eternallY destroYed• YOU will be destroYed bY yourselves; if ever YOU are 
scoursed to death, it will be bY rods of your own aakins; and if ever the 
bitter cuP of da•nation be Put into your handsr it will be found to be of 
Your own PreParinsr •insling, and e~bitterins~O 

In the ouotation abover Brooks uses four exaaPles of PeoPle or things 

that were har•ed bY thinss they created or aade. He then statesr four ti•es, 

that Persons who are eternallY da•ned da•n theaselves. So~etimes he rePeats 

the exact saae words. For instance, he says, '• •• drunk with his own winer 

• • • • and • • • • beheaded with his own sword• • • • <Italics ~ine.> He 

rePeats 'if ever' four tiaes. Notice the exact rePetition in the followins 

two Phrases: '• •• if ever you are eternallY destroyedr YOU will be 

destroYed bY yourselves; if ever you are undoner You will be undone bY Your-

selves; ••• • <Italics •ine.> This exact rePetition gives the rins of 

iaPortance to his words. It is like Jesus saYinSr 'TrulYr trulYr I say unto 

YOUt • t Brooks' •essaSer at this Pointr is weishtY andr therefore• Permits 

such use of rePetition. 

Too •uch exact rePetition sives the i•Pression of trivialitY• like 

a little child sin~ins a nursery rhY•e asain and asain without ceasins. For 

this reason Brooks uses synono•ous exPressions to Prevent •onotonoY. Notice 

that he has four different expressions for the concePt of eternal damnation : 

'eternallY destroYed'• 'undone'• ' scoursed to death'• and 'bitter cuP of 

daanation Put into Your hands'. The idea is driven ho~e bY the re~etitionr 

but not so as to be monotonous. 

40Brooksr Worksr 2:9. 
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Brooks uses repetition to helP clarif~ the difference between foolish 

Bible stud~ and wise Bible stud~: 

The devil knows he is no loserr and the curious soul but a ver~ little 
sainerr if he c~n but Persuade hia to sPend aost of his Precious tiae in 
stud~ins and Porins UPon the aost darkr •~sterious, and hidden thinss of 
God. He th~t ~ffects to read the Revelation of John aore that his Plain 
e;iStlesr or Daniel's ProPhecies aore than David's Psalasr and is aore 
bus~ about reconcilins difficult scriPtures than he is about •orti~s 
of unrul~ lustsr or that is set aore uPon vain sPeculations than uPon 
thinss that aake aost for edification• he is not the aan that is cut out 
for closet-Pra~er. (Italics aine.~1 

The italicized Phrases are all rePresentations of 'foolish Bible stud~'. He 

rePeats these exaaPles in order to sive the listener a clear concePtion of 

unwise Bible stud~ as coaPared with Prudent Bible stud~. 

Use of SimPler SPecifier Concrete Words 

Fro• these ouotes of Brooks it can be seen that wise use of repetition 

aakes a sood PreachinS st~le. Another characteristic of Sood Preachins st~le 

is the use of siaPler sPecifier and concrete words. Since the Preacher 

senerall~ SPeaks to a broad class of persons' he .ust adaPt his teras to the 

caPacitw of isnorant and intellisent alike. The intellisent can understand 

siaPle words, but the siaPle cannot understand larse words. Therefore the 

words aust be siaPle. This does not aean that the sPeech aust be borins . If 

one uses siaPle words in unusual wa~sr the PeoPles' interest will be stirred 

and the~ will remember what is said. For instance, to sa~ 'The sharP 

ProJectile' •ovins raPidl~ throush the airr entered the thoracic cavit~ and 

Perforated a Pri•ar~ orsan,• would be to use soPhisticated, Seneralr and 

abstract words. To sa~• 'The ouick sPear buried itself in his heart,• is to 

use simPler specifier and concrete ter•s in an unusual wa~. 

The Biblical writers were •asters of st~le in aan~ wa~s. The~ used 

41 Brooksr Works, 2:282. 
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siaPler sPecifier and concrete words in unusual wa~s. 'Then the hand of the 

lord was on EliJahr and he Sirded UP his loins and outran Ahab to Jezreel,' 

is a sood exaaPle~2 God has no hands since he is a sPirit. Yet the ex-

Pression is aore vivid than sa~insr 'EliJah felt a sense of Ph~sical and 

sPiritual strenstheninsr etc.• Great literar~ fisures are also known for 

their abilitY to use a liaited vocabular~ effective!~. For co•Parisonr the 

averase collese student's vocabularY consists of aPProxiaatel~ 250,000 words, 

while the vocabularY of comaon PeoPle is about 20,000 words~3 Milton' 

considered bY aanY as the sreatest Enslish Poet , e~PloYed a little ~ore than 

11,000 different words in his writings, while ShakesPeare, considered as the 

greatest English PlaYwright , used onlY about 2Sr000 different words~4 These 

exa•Ples de•onstrate that an effective stYle is not dependent uPon a larse 

vocabularYr but rather UPon an effective use of basic vocabularY. One 

rhetorician soes so far as saYing, 'The kinds of words used in sPeaking to 

children are Probabl~ the aost i•Portant kinds of words to use in sPeaking 

clearly and forcefullY in the PU1Pit,•45 

Thoaas Brooks had an audience drawn fro• different stations in life, 

He kePt his Preaching interesting, but kePt the vocabularY si•Ple. Every 

now and then a refined word •ight be usedr but it is usuallY acco~Panied 

with an exPlanation of its •eaning, or else followed bY a few synomY•s• In 

the following ouote Brooks uses words that are si•Pler sPecific, and concrete 

in characterizing the rigour of the Christian lite: 

As there was no way to Paradise but bY a fla•ins swordr nor no wa~ to 
Canaan but throush a howlins wilderness, so there is no wa~ to heaven 
but bY the sates of hell; there is no waY to a slorious exaltation but 

421 Kings 18:46 <NASB>. 

43Ada•sr Pulpit SPeech, p, 117. 

44Ibid. 
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throush a sea of tribulation, of Persecution, Acts xiv.21 t22. The wa~ 
to heaven is not strewed with roses, but full of thorns and briars, as 
those 'of whoa this world is not worth~' have alwa~s exPerienced, 
Heb. xi.46 

Teras li~e 'flaains sword'• 'howlins wilderness'• 'sates of hell'• 

'strewed with roses'• and 'full of thorns and briars' auickl~ fora Pictures 

in the aind. If Brooks had onl~ used abstract teras li~e 'hardshiP'• 'trouble-

soae 'r 'difficult', and 'Probleaatic'r the colorful Pictures would be sone--as 

would the dePth of coaPrehension afforded the hearer. 

Notice how effectivel~ Brooks exPlains the feeling of a suiltY con-

science: 'So Daniel chose rather to be cast aaong lions than that his con-

science should be a lion within hiar • • • •47 The idea of a blood-thirst~ 

lion inside of a aanr roaring and tearing with his clawsr gives an accurate 

and effective descriPtion of a suilt~ conscience. 

Brooks beautifull~ exPlains the sufficiencY of ScriPture with siaPle 

words in effective arranseaent: 

0 sirs! the blessed scriPtures are sufficient to direct us full~ in 
ever~thins that belongs to the worshiP and service of Godr so as that 
we need not dePend uPon the wisdo~r Prudencer caret and authoritY of 
an~ aan under heaven to direct us in aatters of worshiP: 2 Tia. iii.l6r 17 
'All scriPture is siven bY insPiration of God' and is profitable for 
doctriner for reProof, for correction, for instruction in righteous-
ness: that the aan of God •a~ be Perfect, thoroushlY furnished unto 
all sood works.' The scriPtures are sufficient to infor• the isnorant, 
to confute the erroneous, to refora the viciousr and to suide and 
directr SUPPort and coafortr those that are gracious. Here a lamb ~aY 
wader and an elePhant aaY swia; here is ailk for babes and rueat for 
strons aen; here is coafort for the afflictedr and succour for the 
teaPtedr and ease for the straitened, etc. Ohr how full of light, 
how full of lifer how full of lover how full of sweetnesss, how full 
of goodnessr how full of righteousness and holinessr etc., is everY 
chaPter' and ever~ verse in ever~ chaPterr Year and everY line in 
everY verse!48 

Laabs wadi ng and elePhants swi•ming are specific teras . Instead of saYi ng , 

46Brooksr Worksr 5:418. 

47Brooks, Worksr 5:~19. 

48Brooks r Worksr 5:428. 
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'All aniaals can be accoaaodated in this waterr' Brooks sets specific--

'elePhants• and 'Iaabs ' . 'Babes • and ' strons aen• are contrasts that are 

eas.,. to Picture also. If Brooks had used abstract or seneral terasr his 

seraons would lose auch of their claritv and visor. 

In another Place Brooks sPeaks of the value of a clear conscience. 

Notice the nuaber and varietv of concrete and sPecific teras: 

A sood conscience is an iaPresnable fort. It fears no colours; it 
will enable a aan to s tand asainst the fiercest batteries of aen and 
devils. A sood conscience will fil l a aan with courase and coafort 
in the aidst of all his troubles and distresses. Paul had enoush to 
sav for hiaself when standins before the council; he could savr 'Men 
and brethrenr I have lived in all sood conscience before God until 
this davr ' Acts xxiii .lr2. And thoush as soon as he had said sor 
Annanias coaaanded to saite hia on the aouthr vet he bears uP bravelvr 
because his conscience did not s~ite hi•• but acauit hia. That aan 
can never want ausic whose conscience sPeaks in consort• and is har­
aonious with hiaself. A sood conscience is a Paradise in the wilder­
ness• it is riches in PovertY• and health in sickness. and strensth in 
weaknessr and libertv in bondsr and life in deathr lsa. xxxvii i.3 A 
Sood conscience will enable a ~an to triu•Ph over innu~erable evilsr 
Year over death itself. Death to such a Person is not the kins of 
terrors • but the kinS of desiresr Phil. i.23. A sood conscience will 
be a Christian's best friend in the worst tiaes; it will be a sword 
to defend hi•• a staff to suPPort hi•• a Pillar of fire to lead hiar 
a JosePh to nourish hiar a Dorcas to clothe hiar a Canaan to refresh 
hi•• and a feast to delisht hia: 'He that is of a aerrv heart hath 
a continual feastr' Prov. xv.l5.49 

Brooks refers to obJects such as a sword and a staff. He aentions People 

and Places that rePresent coafortins Bible stories. Brooks uses SPecific 

thinss and events• in order that his listeners should understand and feel 

the realitv of soaethins Purelv sPiritual; in this caser the coafort of 

an uPriSht conscience. 

Brooks was eouallv adePt in Portravins evil aen and wickedness as 

he was at portravins sPiritual aualities and rishteousness. From Brooks' 

treatiser The Crown and Glorv of Christianitvr he describes flatterers: 

Flatterers are devourins caterPillars: flatterers' tonsues do more 
aischief than Persecutors' swordsr for their swords can but destrov 
the bodies of aenr but flatterers ' tonsues destro~ the soul s of men. 

49Brooksr Worksr 5:502-503. 
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Flatterers are the sreatest soul-cheaters and soul-undoers in the 
world. Flatterers dare call vice virtue• the~ dare call Pride neat­
ness. covetousness ~ood husbandry, drunkeness sood-fellowhiP• Prodi­
~alitY liberalitY• wantoness a trick of youthr Passion zeal• revense 
courase, etc. TheY dare call enor•ities infir•ities, and wicked­
nesses weaknessesf thew dare call sreat sins little sins• little sins 
no sins; theY Suild over all their poisonous Pills with sold, theY 
draw the fairest slove UPon the foulest hand• theY laY their neatest 
colours uPon the filthiest sores. the~ Put their best Paint upon the 
worst faces, and the richest robes uPon the •ost diseased bodies; and 
bY these devices theY entangle •anY to their utter ruin: Prov. xxix.s, 
'A •an that flattereth his neishbour sPreadeth a net tor his teet.' 
The Hebrew word--Hachalik fro• Chalak--that is here rendered 
flatterer• sisnifies a s•ooth-boots• a soft, butter-sPoken •an; 
because flatterers• the better to deceive, do use to oil their 
tonsues and to butter their liPs• that so bY their saooth, soft sPeeches 
theY •aY the •ore insinuate the•selves into •en's affections• and so 
•ake wa~ for their destruction. Flatterers have their silken nets to 
ensnare and entansle Poor souls to their eternal ruin. look• as fowlers 
strew corn and laY baits to draw birds into their nets; or look• as 
hunters spread their nets, that the~ •a~ take beasts and PreY uPon 
the•• or •ake a PreY of the•; so flatterers• theY sPread their nets that 
theY •ay catch Poor souls, and either PreY uPon them• or else •ake a 
PreY of the•• Flatter~ is the devil's invisible net; and haPPY is 
that soul that escaPes it.SO 

Brooks likens flatterers to devouring caterPillars and stealthY hunters or 

traPPers. He comPares flatterers to devious Pharmacolosists that would 

seduce innocent victi•s into takins Pretty, solden hued tablets; the vic-

ti•s not suspectins that the Pills are poisonous. Flatterers are disease-

Plasued woaen that hide their rottenr runnY cankers with rich clothin~ and 

soft-toned cos•etics. FlatterY is like saooth leather boots, like butter• 

or oiled liPs in its first aPPearance• but these are decePtions that lead 

one to a deathtrap. BY using such Precise obJects, which the common hearer 

is fa•iliar with, and which are easY to visualize, Brooks •akes sure that 

his auditors srasP the subJect and re•e~ber it. 

Use of s~nonYms 

UP to this Point two •ain aspects of a sood preachins stYle have 

5 0Brooks, Works• 4:203-204. 



f'ase 29 

been discussed and exeaPlified froa Brooks' seraons. Firstr repetition was 

seen to be aore abundantl~ needed since the hearers are unable to so back 

and hear soae Part of the seraon theY aisht have aissed or aisunderstood. 

SecondlY• the sPeaker's vocabular~ was shown to need words that are siaPler 

and not coaPlex; sPecifier and not seneral; and concrete, not abstract. 

Another technioue that iaProves Preachins stYle is the use of sYnonYas. 

The s~nonY•'s basic function is to add claritY to the ~eanins 

beins conveYed. Soae PeoPle are accusto•ed to resular usase of one word 

for a particular obJect or actionr while others co~aonlY use a different 

tera for the saae thins. A word that aisht ouicklY conJure UP an iaase 

in one Person's brain aisht have little or no effect uPon another Person. 

What one Person calls a 'lavator~' aisht be a 'sink' to another aanr or 

a 'washbasin' or 'washbowl' to even another. If a hearer's mind stumbles 

over an unfaailiar word or idear he will tend to lose the Preachers line 

of reasonins or descriPtion. Therefore. sYnonYms are sood helPers to a 

Preacher. 

SYnonYas can alsor when struns tosetherr imPress a thousht uPon 

the reader. This effect is close to the effect of rePetitionr in stres-

sins an idea which the Preacher considers of Sreat i•Portance. Alsor 

synonyas aisht be used siaPlY to Prevent the aonotonY which a word causes 

when rePeated aanY tiaes in a short sPace. 

In Brooks' treatiser The PrivY KeY of Heavenr he uses sYnony~s in 

ursins his listeners to look at the sood side of their afflictions as well 

as the bad side. He saYsr 

If we should coae into a painter's or lianer's shoPr and see a 
Picture half drawnr it eisht trouble us and startle usr if it did not 
frisht us and a•aze us; but Yetr when the Picture is Perfectedr co•­
Pletedr and finishedr it •a~ Prove a verY beauteousr lovely, takins 
Piece. The aPPlication is easY. Lookr as everY Juds•entr everY 
afflctionr everY rodr hath its blackr dark sider so everY Judsaentr 
everY affliction. hath its brisht side too. Nowr it is the wisdoa 

autAHT THEOLOGICAL SEMIMAR~ 
lilWU 
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of a Christian to look on the brisht side of the rod' the cloud, as 
well as it is his work to look on the dark side of the rod, the cloud. 
When a Christian look~ UPon the dark side of the cloud, he should be 
huabled and abased; but when he looks uPon the briSht side of the 
c loud, he should be co•forted and cheered, James v.ll. He that is 
still a-lookins on the briar~ side of the rod, will be ver~ aPt to 
fret and faint under the rod; but he that looks on the roseaar~ side 
of the rod, as well as the briarw side of the rod, he will bear uP 
Patient}~, sallantlw' and cheerful!~ under the rod. The voice of the 
rod is ' look on both sides' look on both sides~1 

Brooks uses ' Painter• and 'lianer• as s~non~•s• ' Trouble ' , •startle ' , 

'frisht'• and •a•aze • are used as s~non~as. ' Perfected", "coaPleted' • 

and "finished" are used s~nono•ousl~. "Beauteous• , 'lovel~ · , and •takins• 

are all s~nonoeous. All these s~non~•s are used in onl~ the first sentence 

of the Parasraph, The rest of the ParasraPh has ~an~ other s~non~as which 

can be easil~ Picked out UPon observation. The i~Portant fact to be observed 

is that Brooks uses enoush s~nonY•s to be sure his hearer clearl~ understands 

the Point he is aakins. This abundant use of s~non~~s ea~ see• borins to 

the reader• but this is actuall~ effective oral stYle. It is probabl~ best 

to read such seraons aloud at a aediua-fast pace in order to better srasP 

the oualit~ of the st~le. If Brooks did not use this rePetition' the 

hearers <since their ainds would now and then wander fro• the sermon) would 

not accurate!~ coaprehend the aessase. On the other hand• if Brooks alwa~s 

rePeated the saae exact wo~' and did not use s~non~•s• he would becoae 

monotonous. He would also lose his clarit~, since so•e of his words aisht 

be unfa•iliar to various Persons in his audience. 

Definins Teras and Ideas 

Bes ides us ins s~non~•s there is another wa~ to insure ~axiauft 

clarit~ of comP rehens ion: b~ definins ter~s and ideas. There are basicall~ 

51Brooks , Worlks, 2:154, 
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three different aethods of definition: b~ contrast, b~ coaParisonr and b~ 

analog~. Not onl~ are these aethods of definitionr or exPlanationr 

valuable to clarit~r but the~ also are effective in affectins the e~otions. 

Of coaparisons• Broadus sa~s: 

CoaParison is often ver~ effective in awakening e~otion. Thus we 
aake aen feel aore deePl~ how shaaeful is ingratitude to Godr b~ first 
Presenting soae ~ffectins case of ingratitude to a huaan benefactor. 
The eaotion excited b~ soaething as regards which a.en feel readil~ 

and deePlY• is transferred to the obJect coaPared. For examPle, 
"Like ~s a father Pitieth his childrenr so the Lord Pitieth thea 
that fear hia.•52 

B~ CoaParison 

Coaparisonr contrast. and analo9~• though si~ilar in that the~ define 

obJects and ideas• are different in the ~anner in which the~ exPlain these 

things, CoaParison describes soaething as being liker or similar to, 

so•ething else. For exaaPler a chair •a~ be coMPared to a bench. The~ 

are aade of the sa~e aaterialsr usuall~ have four less and a seat. 

B~ Contrast 

Contrast describes soaethin9 in a nesative aanner. Instead of sa~in9 

what so•ethins is like• contrast sa~s what soaethin9 is not like. The use 

of contrast can be ver~ beneficial when treatin9 soae obJect or idea that 

•a~ easilY be confused with another siailar obJect or idea. A 9eneral 

descriPtion of a Bedlinston Terrier misht ~ake one think of a sheeP . 

TheY both have curl~ hair and a verY si•ilar shaPer at first slance. 

BY contrastr a ~edlinston Terrier has four lon9r sharP• Pointed canine 

teethr which a sheeP does not, A ~edlinston Terrier does not have hoofsr 

but has paws. ~Y showins the differences• a clearer Picture i s produced, 

52Broadusr PreParation and DeliverYr p, 221. 
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Analog~ is al•ost the sa•e as co•Parison. A co•Parison is suPPosed 

to liken obJects or ideas that are directl~ si•ilar; either in aPPearancer 

functionr or character, An analog~ is suPPosed to co•Pare obJects or ideas 

that •a~ see• ver~ dissi•ilarr but ~re si•ilar in the wa~ in which the~ 

•utuall~ relate to so•e obJect or theae. A garbase can and a ce~eter~ are 

not directl~ si•ilar to one another. Both of these obJectsr howeverr bear 

a si•ilar relationshiP to the the•e of disuse. Just as the ~arbase can 

receives those things which have been used and have no more usefulness, so 

a grave~ard receives the bodies of beings that no longer functionr that 

are Put awa~ because the~ have no •ore usefulness. Just as the sarbage 

thrown out is forsottenr so the PeoPle laid in the ce~eter~ are soon 

for~otten. 

For the PurPose of st~ler it is not i•Portant to be able to 

distin~uish between a co•Parison or an analog~. Rhetoricians •a~ debate 

the difference and insist UPOn distinctions. The preacher should Priaari l~ 

be careful that he can define his ideasr whether or not he can distinguish 

between a co•Parison or an analog~. Even Broadus ad•its the difficult~ in 

distin~uishing an analog~ fro• a co•Parison when he saYsr • , , , analogous 

obJects will freauentlY be si•ilarr alsor and this fact has helPed to obscure 

to •en's •inds the distinction [i.e,, between an analog~ and a comParison] 

o53 • • • 

Brooks was a skillful •aster in defining Biblical truths b~ co•Pari­

sons r contrastsr and analosies. He could both clarif~ and vivif~ sPiritual 

truth b~ these methods, In his treatiser The Crown and GlorY of Christianit~r 

53Broadus r PreParation and Deliver~, p, 178. 



Pa~e 33 

Brooks colorful!~ exPlains that true rePentance aust be co•Plete, and not 

Partial: 

True rePentance is a turnins, not fro• so•e sinr but fro• ever~ sin: 
Ezek. xviii .30r 'RePent, and turn ~ourselves fro• all ~our trans~ressions; 
so iniouitY shall not be ~our ruin.' EverY sin strikes ~t the law of God, 
the honour of Godr the beins of God, and the ~lorY of God; and therefore 
the Penitent •ust strike at all. Ever~ sin fetcheth blood fro• the heart 
of Christ, and everv sin is a sri~f and vexation to the SPiri t of Christ; 
and therefore the Penitent eust set UPon crucifYing of all. EverY sin is 
an eneeY to a •an's co••union with God; and therefore he •ust set UPon 
forsaking of all. If ever thou are saved, 0 eanr thou •ust rePent as well 
of th~ Achans as th~ Absalo•sr of thY Riamons as of th~ Ha~~ons' of th~ 
Davids as of thv Goliaths' of thY secret as well as thY oPen sins' of thY 
loved as well as th~ loathed lusts, of thY babe-transsressions as well as 
of th~ siant-like Provocations . If thY rePentance be not universal, it 
will never be effectual. If a shiP SPrins three leaks, and onlY two be 
stoPPed' the third will certainlY sink the shiP; or if a •an hath two 
danserous wounds in his bod~, and takes onlY order for the cure of one' 
the other will undoubtedlY kill hie; or if a ean hath two srievous 
diseases uPon hi•• and will onlY deal with the PhYsician for remedies 
against the one• he will without all Peradventure Perish b~ the Prevelancy 
of the other,54 

Brooks coaPares aan's soul to a shiP and to the bod~ of a Person. 

Sin's daanins Power is likened to leaks in a shiP• wounds in a body, and 

diseases of a bod~. Partial rePentance is rePresented as Partial treatment 

of all these Problees. These coeParisons could technicallY be called analosies 

because each exaaPle is likened to Partial rePentance in its effects and 

because these exaaPles have no siailarit~ of nature with each other. 

In the followins excerpt, Brooks uses contrast in order to diffe ren-

tiate true rePentance froa false rePentance. He realized how easilY the two 

~isht be confused, and so he clarifies b~ showins what true rePentance is not: 

, , , thou canst as well wash a blackaaoor white at Pleasure, as thou 
canst rePent at Pleasure; thou canst as well raise the dead at Pleasure, 
as thou canst rePent at Pleasure; thou canst as well ~ake a world at 
Pleasure• as thou canst rePent at Pleasure; thou canst as well stoP the 
course of the sun at Pleasure' as thou canst rePent at Pleasure; thou 
canst as well PUt the sea in a cockle-shell at Pleasure, and aeasure 
the earth with a span at Pleasurer as thou canst rePent at Pleasure: , • • 
I confess that if to rePent were to ha~ down the head like a bulrush 
for a da~, or to whine with Saul for an hourr or to PUt on sackcloth 
and walk softlY with Ahab for a short spacer or to confess with Judas, 

54Brooksr Works, ~:193. 
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'I have sinned•' or to sa~ with Si•on Hasus, 'Pra~ to the Lord for •e• ' 
or to treable with Felix for a •o•ent--I sa~' if this were to rePentr 
doubtless ~ou •iSht rePent at Pleasure; but alas! friends, to rePent 
is another thin~' to rePent is the hardest and difficultest work in the 
worldf • • ,55 

Brooks refers to the Biblical exa•Ples of •en• who had a kind of false 

rePentance. In all these exa•Ples Brooks is showins what true rePentance is 

not. He shows that true rePentance is not an outward posture• an outward 

weePins, outward Punish•ent of the bod~, or a •ere recosnition of suilt. 

Such clear delineation of sPiritual realities should be striven for b~ all 

Preachers. The clearer the truth isr the stronser the conviction will be. 

Brooks is even able to use an analos~ to describe the al~ost inde-

scribable. Brooks •aintains that the Christian's Jo~ is a deePr inwardr 

abidins J~ that can remain even during troubles and trials. This Jo~, aisht 

not alwa~s be seen b~ a brisht, s•ilins face; ~et it is alwa~s Present in the 

man that walks close to the Lord. Brooks sa~s' 

• • • the Jo~ of the saints is chiefl~ and •ainl~ an inward Jo~, a 
sPiritual Jo~r a Jo~ that lies reaote from a carnal e~e. The Jo~ of 
a Christian lies deeP• it cannot be expressed, it cannot be Painted . 
Look, as no •an can Paint the sweetness of the hone~co•b• nor the 
sweetness of a cluster of sraPes, nor the frasranc~ of the rose of 
Sharon; so no •an can Paint out the sweetness and sPiritualness of a 
Christian's Jo~, it lies so deeP and low in a sracious heart~6 

Brooks likens the indescribableness of Christian Jo~ with the indescribable-

ness of sweetness and frasranc~, and thereb~ describes the indescribableness! 

In effect, he saYs that Christian Jo~ •ust be exPerienced in order to be 

understoodr Just as the sweetness of honeY or Srapes •ust be exPer ienced to be 

understood. This co•Parison not onl~ helPs define Christian Joy, but it 

affects the sentiaents of the listeners. When Brooks likens Christian Jo~ to 

honey, srapes, and a frasrant rose; he shows the desirableness of this Joy, 

and helPs incline his auditor~'s hearts toward obtainins such spiritual Joy. 

55Brooksr Worksr 4:192. 

56Brooksr Worksr 4:251. 
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Sentence and ParauraPh Structure 

Co•Parisonr contra~t, and analos~ have been seen to be effective in 

definin~ and enhancins the Preacher's sermon. s~non~•s and sYnonomous 

exPressions have been evidenced to be valuable tools to a Sood oral stYle. 

It ha~ been shown that rePetition• thoush borins to the written stYler is 

essential to an effective PreachinS stYle. Alsor the choice of ProPer words 

has been studied: that isr the use of si•Ple and sPecific wordsr as well as 

concrete ter•s• with their ability to •ake exPression clearer and more vivid. 

Besides these oualities of sood oral stYler sentence structure can be used to 

i•Prove the st~le of the seraon. 

The orsanization of the sentence can •ake ideas clear. orr if badlY 

orsanizedr •uddle the intended meanins. If one saidr "I found a black doS's 

collarr" one •iSht wonder whether the collar was black or the dos was black. 

To sa~. "Drunkenness freouentlY is the cause of da~nationr" •isht cause the 

hearer to wonder whether freouent drunkenness is the cause of da•nationr or 

whether drunkenness is a freouent cause of damnation. Carefulness on the Part 

of the Preacher will helP Prevent such confusing constructions. 

Prevent HonotonY throush Variation 

Variation of sentence structure also helPs prevent ~onotony , There 

is a usual arranue•ent followed in an Enslish sentence, "The usual arranueruent 

of an Enslish sentence is this: adJectives modifYinS the subJectr subJectr 

adJective Phrase or clauser verbr adverb or adverbial Phrase or clauser obJect 

or other co• Ple•ents with modifiers.•57 If the usual structure is alwaYs held 

57A, Wiufall Green et al., Co•Plete Collese ComPos ition• 2nd ed. <New 
York: APPleton-Century- Crofts, Inc.r 1945), p, 236. 
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tor the st~l• will not be ~s interestin~ as a st~le in which an occasional dif-

terence in structure keePs the aind alert. 

Besides Prevention of aonoton~• unusual sentence structure can be used 

to draw attention to a Particular word or ~rouP of words. Broadus sa~s• 

The aost Proainent position in a sentence is the be~innin~, and next 
to this• the end. If now a word which• accordin~ to the co~aon ~ram~atical 
order• would coae elsewhere be Placed at the be~innind or the end, it will 
attract SPecial attention; it will becoae one of the iaPortant• the 
eaPhatic words of the sentence, And in ~eneral, to Put a word out of its 
ordinar~ Place will cause it to be sPeciallY noticed,ss 

Periodic Sentence 

Over the centuries• Particular names have been ~iven to soae basicallY 

different t~Pes of sentences. One t~Pe of sentence has been ter~ed the 

"periodic sentence.• The Periodic sentence is defined as •, •• a sentence 

in which the aeanin~ is not coaPlete until the end of the sentence is 

reached• • • • •59 Broadus saYS• •, • , an~ sentence i s called a period when 

the sense is so susPended ~s to be nowhere co~plete till we reach the last 

clause.•60 An exaaPle of a Periodic sentence •i~ht be: "Finall~, after Years 

of hard toil• and lon~ nishts spent in stud~ with little hoPe of success, 

he saw his translation• now in Print. • The meanind of the sentence ~ay not 

be ~uessed until it is siven at the end of the sentence. This structure 

intri~ues the reader. Of course' if this tYPe of sentence structure were 

too freauentl~ used, it would lose its Power. The nor1al structure of this 

saae sentence would not Provoke much interest: "He finall~ saw his translation 

in Print after Years of hard toil• and lon~ ni~hts sPent in study with little 

58Broadus• PreParation and DeliverY• p, 258. 

59Green eta},, Colle~e Co~Positionr p, 236. 

60Broadus, Preparation and Delivery, p, 256. 
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hoPe of success.• Thi~ second structure does not have power to hold the hearers 

attention. The centr~l f~ct of the sentence is revealed in the first seven 

words. The other Part of the sentence could be droPPed and the essential fact 

would still reaain. After the sera of thought is revealed the listener will 

lose interest in the reaaining details. 

Brooks uses an occ~sional Periodic sentencer soaeti~es for varietY and 

soaetiaes for effect. In The Golden KeY to OPen Hidden Treasuresr he saYsr 

Could I aake as aanY PraYers as aiSht be Piled uP between heaven and earthr 
and weeP as auch blood as there is water in the sear yet all this could not 
Procure the Pardon of one sinr nor one saile fro~ Godr etc,61 

In another Place Brooks saYsr 

0 sirs! lookr that as sin has infected both the souls and bodies of the 
electr and chiefly their soulsr where it hath its chief seatr so Christr 
to exPiate this sinr did suffer unsPeakable sorrows and trouble in his 
soulr as well as torture in his body; 'for aY soul is troubled' saith he~2 

The arrangeaent of both these sentences is ~ore intrisuing than if the subject 

and verb were Placed first in the order. The susPense created bY the Periodic 

structure intensifies the listener's interestr therebY Provoking the hearer to 

use his hearing and thinkins abilities to their fullest. 

There are other tYPes of sentence fores which can be used for variation 

and eaPhasis. HanY PeoPle will vary their sentence structure in their everYdaY 

sPeakinSr thoush theY do so unconsciouslY. The Preacher should becoee 

conscious of his sentence structure and strive to vary his sentence stYle. 

Almost all books on Enslish coePosition and rhetoric discuss sentence structure. 

Sentence RhYth~ 

Brooks soaetiaes arranses Phrases in such a waY that a rhYthm is 

61 Brooksr Worksr 5:49. 

62Brooksr Worksr 5:173. 
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Produced. Christ sPoke in si•ilar wa~s. The Beatitudes are an excellent exa~Ple 

of ~ood sentence rh~th•• The occasional use of sentence rh~tha aakes the words 

•ore strikin~ and also •ore ae•orable. Here are soae exa•Ples of sentence 

rhvth•: 

Andr 

As there was no wa~ to Paradise but b~ a fla•in~ swordr nor no wa~ to 
Canaan but throu~h a howlin~ wildernessr so there is no wa~ to heaven 
but b~ the ~ates of hell; there is no wa~ to a glorious exaltation, but 
throu~h a sea of tribulationr of Persecution• Acts xiv.21r22. The wa~ 
to heaven is not strewed with rosesr but full of thorns and briars' as 
those 'of who•e this world is not worth~' have alwa~s exPerienced, 
Heb xi ,63 

Sixthl~r Ever~ ~racious heart is still a-crsin~ out against his sins. 
He cries out to God to subdue the•; he cries out to Christ to crucif~ 
thea; he cries out to the SPirit to •ortifs thee; he cries out to 
faithful •inisters to ara hi• a~ainst the~; and he cries out to sincere 
Christiansr that the~ would pra~ hard that he •a~ be •ade victorious 
over the••64 

In the first ouotationr the first three Phrases are of eoual lensth. 

In the second ouotationr the first three Phrases of the second sentence are 

of aPProxi•ate eaual lensth. As can be seen• Brooks coebines the technioue 

of repetition alons with rhYtha to make his stateaents ~ore outstanding and 

•eaorable. 

Siailar Soundin~ Words 

One other wa~ to structure a sentence. in order to sive it 11ore 

strikins aPPealr is to SrouP similar sounding words tosether. Words aas 

sound si•ilar because the~ rhsae or because thes start with the sa•e sound 

(i.e., alliteration>. The author of the One Hundred and Nineteenth Psal• 

utilized the device of alliteration. Christ also used alliteration in the 

Beatitudes. Brooks uses si•ilar soundins words in the following excerPts: 

63Brooksr Worksr 5:418. 

64Brooks, Works, 5:19. 
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that Sreat and blessed work or officer of savins sinners' souls; • , ,•65 

Alsor 

A foraal Christian is but a fiSurer a flauntr a flourishr a flashr 
and all he doth is but the shadow of what he should do. A foraalist is 
aore lisht than lifer aore notion that aotionr aore head that heartr 
aore outside than insider aore leaves than fruitr ~ore shadow than 
substance. A foraalist is a blazing co•etr a Painted to•br a stase­
PlaYerr a white devilr or a devil in an ansel's habit; and what should 
such devil5 do in heaven? CertainlY if without real holiness no aan 
shall see the Lordr then the foraalistr that hath onlY the shaPer the 
showr the fora of Sodlinessr but nothing of the realitY and Power of itr 
shall never be blessed with such a sisht~& 

Brooks also uses siailar sounding words in a funeral seraon lauding the 

Christian attributes of the deceased woaan. He saYsr "She was a Christian 

all over. She was a Christian in PNDfessionr and a Christian in Practice; 

a Christian in liPr and a Christian in lite; a Christian in wordr and a 

Christian in work; a Christian in showr and a Christian in power and sPirit. •67 

Of courser such sentence stYle is to be used SParinS}y, Alliteration 

and rhY•e can lend a sense of Srandeur and ProfunditY when used with Profound 

truths. When overusedr like anYthins elser it becoaes trivial or even 

ridiculous. Brooks does not use siailar soundins words verY muchr but the 

fact that he occasionallY does use such devicesr shows that he considered 

alliteration and rhYae worthY rhetorical devices. 

Fisures of SPeech 

Havins seen how Brooks used various arranse~ents of words in order to 

enhance his Preachins stYler let us now look at another area which affects 

65Brooksr Worksr s:so. 

66Brooksr Worksr 4:87, 

67Brooksr Worksr 1:405. 
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Preachins stvle. Fisures of sPeech are the next area of st~le to be considered. 

Fisures of sPeech Probablv do aore <than an~ other eleaent of stYle) to aake 

a seraon interestins and enJoyable. The PaSes of Brooks' ser~ons abound with 

si•ilesr •etaPhorsr Personifications' rhetorical ouestions and aanY other 

fisures of sPeech. In the Plain Enslish Handbook, Walsh sa~s r ' A fisure of 

speech is a variation fro• the ordinarY aethod of exPression for the sake of 

effect.•68 Fisures of speech have been classified b~ ancient and aodern 

rhetoricians. Aristotle lists well over one hundred different fisures of 

sPeech in his book on rhetoric. Few Persons have heard of all the various 

fisures of sPeech which have been identified and classified. Howeverr there 

are a few fisures of sPeech which are co~~onl~ knownr as well as co~monl~ used, 

Let us consider soae of these fisures of sPeech and see how Brooks uses thea, 

Siaile 

A siaile is PerhaPs the aost coamonl~ used fisure of SPeech. 'A 

siaile is a direct comparison• introduced b~ like or asr of two thinss which 

in their Seneral nature are different froa each other. •69 For exaaPler when 

Christ said '• • , be shrewd as serPents, and innocent as doves•,70 he was 

usins a siaile. Or asainr Christ uses a siaile when he sa~sr 'Then the 

rishteous will shine forth as the sun in the kinsdoa of their father.• 71 

The Bible is loaded with siailes. A siaile often aids in conve~ins the 

•eanins aore clearl~ as well as aakins a state~ent interestins. 

Brooks used siailes with skill. In his ser~onr A Strins of Pearlsr 

68J. HartYn Walsh and Anna Kathleen Walshr Plain Enslish Handbook, 
6th ed. (Cincinnati: HcCoraick-Hathers Publishins Co~Pan~, Inc., 1972), p, 165. 

69Walshr Plain Enslish Handbook, p, 165. 

70Hatt. 10:16 <NASB), 

71Hatt, 13:43 <NASB>, 
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he be~ins with some remarks UPon a deceased wo~an. He uses a simile to des-

cribe her faith. "She did dutiesr but durst not for a world trust to her 

dutiesr but to her Jesusr as the dove ~ade use of her win~s to fly to the arkr 

but trusted not in her win~sr but in the ark,"72 He later on uses a simile 

to describe her Patient sPirit durin~ her afflictions. 'Oh how auietr how 

like a la~b was she under all her trials! ~3 A~ain he sPeaks of her huailitY 

bY the aid of a si~ile: "She was verY hi~h in sPiritual worth r and as low in 

heart; she was clothed with humilitY as with a roYal rober and with 'the orna-

ment of a meek and auiet sPirit, which is in the s i~ht of God of ~reat Pricer' 

1 Pet. v.s, iii.4, •74 Brooks is able to even draw a si~nile from tennis balls 

to show the vanitY of worldlY ~oods: "EarthY inheritances are like t ennis 

ballsr which are bandied UP and down from one to anotherr and in tir~~e wore 

out. 1 Tira. vi.l7 . •75 

MetaPhor 

In all these co~Parisons the words like or as are used to c learlY indi -

cate the comParison. Therefore similes leave little room for misunderstandin~ . 

A metaPhorr on the other handr is an imPlied comParison. The disadvanta~e of 

the metaPhor is that occasionallY it maY be misinterPreted. Notice the fol-

lowin~ exa111Ple: 

And the disciPles came to the other side and had for~otten to take bread. 
And Jesus said to themr 'Watch out and beware of the leaven of the Phari­
sees and Sadducees.• And theY besan to discuss amons themselvesr saYin9r 
'It i s because we took no bread,' But Jesusr aware of thi s r sa i dr ' You 
men of little f aithr whY do You di scuss amons Yourselves because YOU have 
no bread? , , • How is it that YOu do not understand that I did not sPeak 

72Brooksr Works r 1!406. 

74 Ibid, 

75Brooks r Worksr 1!411 . 
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to ~ou concernins bread? But beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.• Then the~ understood that He did not sa~ to beware of the 
leaven of breadr but of the teachin~ of th~ Pharisees and Sadducees.76 

In the above ouote Christ refers to the doctrine of the Pharisees in a •eta-

Phorical ~en~er callins their teachins 'leaven'. The disciPles •isunderstood 

Christ's •etaPhor. If Christ had told thea to beware of the teachins of the 

Pharisees which is like leaven in its influencer then there would be little 

roo•• if an~• for aisunderstandins, DesPite this disadvantaser the •etaPhor 

gives •ore force and visor to exPression. For exa•Pler Christ said to the 

Phariseesr 'You serPents• vou brood of viPers• how shall ~ou escaPe the 

sentence of hell?"77 That statea~nt has •uch aore force than if Christ 

had saidr "You are like serPents. ~ou are like a brood of viPers. etc . • 

The aetaPhor also increases the attentiveness of the audience because it 

reauires thea to think. Understanding a •eta~hor is siailar to solvins a 

riddler thoush usuallY a si•Ple riddle. Host PeOPle like riddles and most 

PeoPle like •etaPhorical lansuase because it is a challense to their thinkins. 

Brooks was •aster of aetaPhorical lansuase. He wanted his PeoPle 

to Pa~ close attention to his ser•onsr for the sood of their soulsr and so 

he •ade his ser•ons interestins and delishtful b~ abundant use of metaphor. 

Notice how Brooks heaPs •etaPhor uPon •etaPhor to extol the Srace of God: 

Your best Perfor•ances are but stinkins sacrifices, if the~ are not 
attended with the exercise of Srace. Grace is that heavenl~ salt that 
aakes all our services savourv and sweet in the nostrils of God. Grace 
is of the sreatest and sweetest use to the soul; it is an anchor at sear 
and a shield at land; it is a staff to u~hold the soul; i t is PhYsic t o 
cure all diseasesr and a Plaster to heal all woundsr and a cordial to 
strenshen the soul under all faintinssr etc. Grace is thY e~e to see 
for Christr thY ear to hear for Christ, thY head to contrive for Christr 
th~ tonsue to sPeak for Christ, thY hand to do for Christ, and thY feet 
to walk with Christ, Grace •akes •en of the frowardestr sourestr crab­
bedest naturesr to be of a sweet, level~, amiabler Pleasins temPerr 
Isa, xi.7-9. It turns lions into laabsr wolves into sheep, monsters 

76Hatt, 16:S-8r11r12 <NASB), 

77Hatt. 23%33 <NASB), 
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In the above auoter Brooks also uses rh~th~ic sentence structure along with 

these ~etaPhors about grace. When Brooks calls grace an anchorr shieldr 

swordr staff, etc.r he sPeaks in concrete terms about a sPiritual aualit~. 

This 11ethod helPs define abstract ideas in a wa~ that i s interesting, 

Here is another exa~Ple of a well-used ~etaPhor: 

A ~an that is inordinate ! ~ in love with the world can never be at rest. 
, , , the worldling is never at rest; his head and heart are still a­
Plodding and a-Plotting how to get r and how to keePr the things of this 
world : Eccl es. v.l2 r 'The sleeP of the labouring man is sweetr whether 
he eat little or ~uch; but the abundance of the rich will not suffer hi ffl 
to sleep, ' These three vultures--care of getting, fear of keePing, and 
grief of losing--feed da~ and night upon the heart of a rich and wretch­
ed worldling, so that his sleeP deParts from hi111 l9 

B~ calling worldl~ cares vulturesr Brooks helPs his hearers envisage one of 

the dangers of worldl~ cares. He shows that worldl~ cares will rob a man 

of sleeP and thus take Jo~ out of life, 

s~necdoche 

Besides using si~iles and metaPhors, Brooks also emPloYed another 

figure of sPeech known as a sYnecdoche. 'A s~necdoche is a figure of sPeech 

in which a part is used for a whole or a whole for a Part. •80 A Biblical 

examPle of s~necdoche would be the words of Hicahr when he saYsr ' Then the~ 

will ha~mer their swords into Plowshares and their sPears into Pruning 

hooks; nation will not lift UP sword against nationr and never again will 

the~ train for war.•81 Instead of s aYing, 'There will be total disarma-

78Brooksr Worksr 3:145. 

79Brooksr Worksr 6:273. 

80A, Berkele~ Hickelsonr InterPreting the Bibler (Grand RaP ids ! 
w~. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.r 1963)r P. 186, 

81Hic. 4:3 CNASB>, 
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~ent and no ~ore violence•, he sPeaks of the chanse of two specific weapons 

into i~Plements of peace and good. Thusr Micah uses a Part (i,e,, swords and 

sPears) to rePresent the whole (i.e., all weaPons of war>. 

Let us see how Brooks uses s~necdoche. In his ser•onr A String of 

Pearls, Brooks uses s~necdoche to Portra~ the te~Ptations of the world. 

He sa~s , 

Oh let the •en of the world stooP and take uP the world, oh let them 
whose Practice speaks the~ out to be of the world,-ana-to be worshiPPers 
of the Solden calf, the world, let these dance about it, bow down to it, 
and take UP in it; but let the heirs of heaven divinel~ scorn to bow down 
to earth, or to take UP in it, or to be much taken with it, <Italics 
111in~ 

Brooks uses the italicized words as s~necdoches. The wholes ('world' and 

' earth ' ) are beins used to rePresent the various Parts (the man~ different 

thin!:!s that make uP the 'world'), 

Meton~m~ 

Another figure of sPeech, which is closelY akin to synecdoche, is 

meton~~~. In meton~•Y the name of one thinS is used for another 'because 

the two are freouentl~ associated tosether or because one may sussest the 

other. •83 In Luke, when Christ is Presenting the star~ of Lazarus and the 

rich man, he uses meton~m~: 

"And he (the rich ~an] said , 'Then I bes You (Abraha~], Father, that 
YOU send him (Lazarus] to ~Y father's house--for I have five brothers 
--that he ~aY warn them' lest theY also come to this Place of torment. ' 
But Abraham said, 'The~ have Moses and the ProPhets ; let them hear the~.' •84 

The terms 'Hoses' and 'ProPhets' stand for the writin!:!s of these men. In 

thi s meton~mY the authors are used to rePresent their writings, 

82Brooks, Works, 1!446. 

83Mi ckelson , Jr,terPretins the Bible, p, 185. 

84Luke 16! 27-29 <NASB), 
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Brooks uses •etonY•ies to Sood effect throushout his ser•ons. Whenr 

speakins of heavenr he saYS• "So this (heavenlY inheritance], all thisr is 

the heritage of all God's Jacobs.•85 The ter• 'Jacobs' is used in Place of 

'Christians' or 'children ' . Since Jacob was a •an of faithr his na•e• was 

used to rePresent all others who live bY faith (i.e., Christians. God's chil­

dren). When he speaks of Jacobr specific characteristics co•e to •ind of 

his lifer at least for those who are familiar with Jacob's life. BY using 

a SPecific Person (Jacob) •ore interest is evoked than bY usins a •ore 

general srouP of PeoPle <Christians), 

In another exa•Pler Brooks saYsr "A Christianr though a Lazarus at 

Dives's door; Yetr in respect of his ProPriety in God and his interest in 

the covenant• he is the richest and the haPPiest •an in all the world; and 

wh~ then should he not be content.•86 Brooks here uses the exP ression •a 

Lazarus at Dives's door• to rePresent anY Christian in PovertY or affliction. 

It can be seenr here alsor that by referrins to a sPecific Personality, instead 

of a seneral class of personsr a •ore colorful aental Picture is produced. 

HYPerbole 

Another fiSure of speech whichr next to si•iler is ProbablY the ~ost 

co~monlY used fisure in everYdaY conversation. is the hYPerbole. HYPerbole is 

exagseration or overstatement. The APostle John was usins hYPerbole when he 

saidr 'And there are also •anY other thinSs which Jesus didr which if they were 

written in detailr I suppose that even the world itself would not contain the 

books which were written.•87 The Lord uses hYPerbole when he tells Hoses that 

85Brooksr Worksr 1:412. 

86Brooks r Worksr 1:443, 

87John 21:25 <NASB), 
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he will send Hoses to lead his peoPle out of E~~Ptr into •a land flowins with 

ailk and hone~·.aa In the Seraon on the Hountr Christ uses h~Perbole when he 

And if ~our ri~ht e~e aakes ~ou stuabler tear it outr and throw it fro• 
wou; for it is better for ~ou that one of the Parts of ~our bod~ perishr 
than for ~our whole bod~ to so into hell. And if ~our risht hand aakes 
vou stuabler cut it offr and throw it froa ~cui for it is better for ~ou 
that one of the Parts of ~our bod~ Perishr than for ~our whole bod~ to 
so into hell.89 

Jesus' instructions to tear out one's e~e or cut off one's hand is obviousl~ 

an exas~eration--to e•Phasize that sin is heinous and to be stronsl~ hated 
' 

and strussled asainst. 

Brooks uses a h~Perbole in describin~ the excellence of the heavenl~ 

rest after death: 

It is a suPerlative rest; a rest that infinitel~ exceeds all earth!~ rest. 
All other rest is not to be naaed in the da~ wherein this rest is sPoken 
of, Soae have Purchased restr for a tiaer with silver and soldr but this 
is a rest that all the sold and silver in the world can never Purchase,90 

To sa~ that all other rest is not to be aentioned in conJunction with the 

heaven!~ rest is a h~Perbolic wa~ of sa~in~ that the heaven!~ rest is so won-

derful that it is without coaParison. 

Brooks uses another h~Perbole while discoursins uPon the uncertaint~ 

of endurins Political power: 'Worldl~ crowns are totterins and shakins; most 

Princes' crowns hans but on one side of their headsr and all their interest, 

Powerr and polic~ cannot ~ake thea sit fast on both sides,•91 Princes' crowns 

don't actuall~ totter and shake before the~ lose thea. The exasserationr how-

everr vividl~ conve~s the uncertaint~ of prolonsed authorit~. This exPression 

88Ex. 3:8 <NASB>. 

90Brooks r Worksr 1t416. 

91Brooks r Works r 1:459, 
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is aore effective than savinsr 'The future of kinss is uncertain because other 

aen can suddenlv rise uP unexPectedlY and ~ain control and take the crown for 

theaselves.• 

Personification 

Another species of fisurative lansuase is Personification. A Personi­

fication is a "fisure of sPeech in which soae huaan characteristic is attri­

buted to an inaniaate thins.•92 Personification is used in the Bible as a 

lesitiaate fora of exPression. Christ saidr "Therefore do not be anxious for 

toaorrow; for toaorrow will care for itself. Each dav has enoush trouble of 

its own.•93 Christ is sPeakins of 'toaorrow' as if it were a Person who could 

exercise his will. The APostle Paul is Personifvins death when he sa~sr •o 

deathr where is ~our victor~? 0 deathr where is your stins?"94 

Brooks followed the saae Pattern of lansuase as the Bibler b~ his 

freouent e•PloYaent of Personifications. Brooks was able to take aan~ ab­

stractr ethical teras; and throush Personificationr describe the~ in a acre 

concrete fora. SPeakins of covetousnessr Brooks savsr 'Judasr ~ou knowr was 

a devil in an ansel's habit; he seeaed to be turned from ever~ sinr but he 

was notf he was a secret thiefr he loved the bas; and that selden devilr 

covetousnessr choked hiar and hansed hi• at last.•95 B~ PortraYins covetous­

ness as a aurderous devilr Brooks brinss out the serious and far - reachins 

effects of covetousness. 

In another seraon Brooks Personifies the world as a threatenins Per­

sonaser as well as a teaPtins daasel. In this Passaser Brooks is bewailins 

92Walshr Plain Enslish Handbookr P. 166. 

93Hatt. 6:34 <NASB>. 

941 Cor. ts:ss <NASB>. 

95Brooksr Worksr 4:193. 
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the lack of sodl~ •en in Places of resPonsibilit~ and Power. He •asterfullY 

describes the situation in the followins wav: 

What hinders •an~ •en fro• doins sloriousl~r but consultins with the 
te•Ptin~ or the persecutins world? This hath overthrown •any, Na~, 

what hinders •en in our ase fro• doins sloriouslY? TheY are consultins 
with flesh and bloodr with the temPtins world and the frownins world. 
This hinde~ •en fro• doins gloriousl~. I cannot believe but if Parlia­
•ent-•enr and others in Power and authoritvr did not look too •uch UPon 
the te•Ptins world when it s•iles and holds forth her beautiful breasts, 
UPon the usl~ face of the world when it frowns and threatens• but that 
the~ would act .are Sloriouslv for Godr and for the Seneral Soodr and 
for the advancin~ of the na•e of the Host Hish in these daYs we live in,96 

The above ouote is effective in showins thatr if ~en cannot be enticed to 

follow the worldlw wavsr thew will ProbablY be inti~idated into followin~ 

worldl~ wavs. His Personifications of the world conJure UP imases of harlots 

and bullies. PeoPle are •ore interested bv earthvr concrete thinss and Per-

sonsr than b~ abstract, ethical concePtions. 

In another passase Brooks personifies sins: 

Everv sodlv •an would fain have his sins not onlv Pardoned but de­
stroYed. His heart is alienated fro• his sinsr and therefore nothinS 
will serve or satisfy hi• but the blood and death of his s insr Isa. ii.20r 
and xx>:.22; Hosea xiv .e; Ro•• viii.24, Saul hated David and sousht his 
lite; and Ha•an hated Hordecair and sousht his destruction; and Absalo~ 
hated A•nonr and killed hi•; Julian the aPostate hated Christiaosr and 
Put •anY thousands of the• to death. The sreat thins that a Christian 
has in his ever in all the duties he Perfor•s• and in all the ordinances 
he attendsr is the blood and death and ruin of his sins,97 

Sins are Portraved as an ene•Y• an even human eneav with blood in its veins. 

In Brooks ' treatiser The Privy Kev of Heaven, he uses Personification 

to teach how a suiltv conscience is a barrier to effectual Private praver. 

He Portravs the suiltv conscience as a hauntins Shost or a Persistent, trackins 

hunter. He savsr 

What the Probationer-disciPle said to our Saviourr--Hat. viii.l9r 'Hasterr 
I will follow thee whithersoever thou soestr' --that a sui ltY conscience 
sai th to the sinnerr 'Whithersoever thou soest I will follow thee.' If 
thou soest to a fastr I will follow theer and f i ll thv mind with black and 

97Brooksr Works r 5:18. 
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disaal aPPrehensions of God; if thou soest to a feastr I will follow theer 
and shew thee the handwritins on the wallr Dan. v.5; if thou soest abroadr 
1 will follow theer and aake thee afraid of ever~ leaf that wass; thou 
shalt look uPon everw bush as an araed aanr and uPon everY aan as a devil; 
if thou staYest at hoaer 1 will follow thee fro• rooa to rooar and fill 
thee with horror and terror; if thou liest down to restr I will follow 
thee with fearful dreaas and toraentin• aPParitions; if thou soest into 
thv closetr I will follow theer and aake th~ verY closet a hell to hold theepe 

In his treatise• Heaven On Earthr Brooks Personifies rePentance a~idst 

other fisures of sPeech: 

As Noah's flood drowned his nearest and his dearest friendsr so the flood 
of Penitent tears drowns aen's nearest and their dearest lusts. Be theY 
Isaacs or BenJa•insr be theY risht eYes or risht handsr rePentance that 
accoapanies salvation Puts all to the sword; it spares neither father nor 
aotherr neither Asas nor Achanl it casts off all the rass of old Adaa; it 
leaves not a horn nor a hoof behindl it throws down ever~ stone of the old 
buildins; it scraPes off all leviathan's scales; it washeth away all lep­
rous sPots~ 

APostroPhe 

Another fora of fisurative lansuase is the aPostroPhe. APostroPhe is 

ver~ closelv related to Pet$onification. 

In aPostroPhe words are addressed in an exclaaator~ tone to a thins resard­
ed as a Person (personification), or to an actual person. Whether the Per­
son or thins is Present or absent is not iaPortant. Host freauentl~ aPos­
troPhe is found where the Person usins it is thinkins out loudr as it werer 
and the obJect of his thoushts is not PhYsicallv in his Presence~Oo 

Christ was usins an aPostroPhe when he saidr •o Jerusalear Jerusalear the citY 

that kills the ProPhets and stones those sent to her! How often I wanted to 

Sather your children tosetherr Just as a hen sathers her brood under her winssr 

and you would not have it.•101 Broadusr in his PreParation and DeliverY of Ser-

~onsr notes that aPostroPhe • ••• belonss to the lansuase of Passionr andr 
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••• •uit not occur too freouentl~ ••• •102 Too auch use of aPostroPhe would 

•ake a seraon to aPPear ai an overl~ aelodra•atic 'ioaP-oPera' aonolosue. In 

Brooks treatiser The Unsearchable Riches of Christr he uses aPostroPhe: 

The nation is beholden to none so auch ai to believin~ souls. 0 Ensland! 
En~land! thou hadst Ions before this been a Pre~ to •en that delisht 
in bloodr had it not been for the faith of the wor• Jacobr etc. Chris­
tians! as ~ou would have Christr so on and do aore and aore for Ensland; 
as vou would be crowned with the choicest and the chiefest blessinssr and 
as ~ou would have venseance executed uPon all that hater that wase war 
asainst and Persecute Christ and the saintsr be aisht~ in believins~03 

Here Brooks Personifies Ensland and addresses it in exclamator~ tones, 

Rhetorical Question 

Another fisure of sPeech which is aore freouentl~ used than aPostroPhe 

is the rhetorical ouestionr which is also known as interrosation. A rhetorical 

auestion is a ouestion which the speaker does not actual!~ exPect his audience 

to audibl~ answer. Oftenr the ouestion iaPlies and exPects onl~ one correct 

answer. The APostle Paul freouentl~ uses rhetorical ouestions in his writinSsr 

esPeciallY the book of Ro•ans. In the eishth chaPter of Ro•ansr Paul sa~sr 

What then shall we sa~ to these thinss? If God is for usr who is aSainst 
us1 He who did not sPare His own Sonr but delivered Hi• uP for us allr 
will He not also with Hi• freelv Sive us all thinss1 Who will brins a 
charse asainst God's elect! God is the one who Justifies; who is the one 
who condeans1104 

This aethod of ouestionins helPs the reader Paw closer attention because aen 

noraall~ think aore intentl~ when the~ aust resPond to ouestions. 

One aaY find rhetorical ouestions scattered throuShout Brooks' seraons 

bY a casual Perusal of his works. Brooks uses two rhetorical ouestions in the 

followins ouote to helP believers see that death is sood because it brinss us 
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to heavenl~ ~lor~: 'Ohr wh~ then should Christians be afraid to dier or un-

willin~ to dier seein~ thit their d~in~ da~ is but their coronation da~? Who 

would be unwillin~ to ride to a crown throu~h a dirtv lane or a rain~ da~?·105 

In the followin~ ouote Brooks uses rhetorical ouestions to insPire encoura~e-

aent in his listener~: 

When Alexander was aoved to run with soae persons of inferior rankr 
he refusedr sa~in~r It was not fit for Alexander to run in a race with 
an~ but Princes and nobles. 

Ahr Christians! are ~ou not acre nobl~ born? are ~ou not better bred? 
have ~ou not aore ro~al hoPes than to stooP to lustr or to do as the ~en 
of the world do?106 

In another Place Brooks saYir 

This life is full of trials• full of troublesr and full of chan~es. Sin 
withinr and Satan and the world withoutr will keeP a Christian fro• restr 
till he coaes to rest in the bo~o• of Christ. The life of a Christian is 
a race; and what rest have the~ that are still a-runnins their race? The 
life of a Christian is the life of a Pilsria; and what rest hath a Pil~ri~r 
who is still a-travelling fro• Place to Place? A Pilsrim is like Noah's 
dover that could find no rest for the sole of her foot.107 

In the above ouoted passa~er Brooks uses a series of rhetorical ouestionsr 

alon~ with coaParisonsr in showin~ that <in one sense> the Christian life is 

without rest. All the ouestions have siaPler obvious answers. Nevertheless, 

teachins in the fora of ouestions canr in aoderationr be aore interestins than 

simPle stateaents of the saae truth. 

Exclaaation 

Another fisure of speech is excla•ation. Exclaaation is 'An abruPtr 

forceful utterance; an outcrv.~08 The APostle Paul used exclaaation when he 
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criRd outr "Wretched aan that I aa!~09 Exclaaation should be used SParin~lY 

because it i5 an ex~ression of e•otional exciteaent which occurs seldo• in 

everv da~ experience. Brooks use5 excla•ation fairlY freouentlY in his ser-

•ons. Perha~s 5uch treauent use of excla•ation was accePtable in his daYr 

but todavr in A•ericar it would see• artificial. 

Brooks uses exclaaation verY aPProPriatelY in the followi~ excerPtr 

in which he Pleads withr and warns sinners: 

Ah sinners! sinners! that daY is hastenins uPon Your wherein you 
shall have Punishaent without PitYr •iser':l without 111erc~r sorrow with­
out succourr Pain without Pleasurer and tor•ents without end: ••• 

Ah sinners! sinners! what a dishonour it would be to Godr to Christ, 
to anselsr to saintsr to heavenr if such wretches as You are should be 
ad•itted into that ro':lal Palacer that heavenl':i Paradiser above~10 

In another Place Brooks uses a barra~e of excla•ations in sPeakins 

of Christ's sPiritual and Ph':lsical sufferin~s. He says, 

Fifthl':ir If there be a hellr thenr Christians• sPend your da':ls in 
ad•irins and in beins ~reatl':i affected with the transcendent love of 
Christr in undergoins hellish Punish•ents in our steads. • •• Christ's 
outward and inward •iseriesr sorrowsr and sufferinss are not to be 
Paralleledr and therefore Christians have the aore cause to lose thea­
selves in the conte•Plation of his aatchless love. Ohr bless Christ! 
ohr kiss Christ! ohr eabrace Christ! ohr welcoae Christ! ohr cleave 
to Christ! ohr follow Christ! ohr walk with Christ! ohr lons for 
Christ! who tor vour sakes hath under~one insuPPortable wrath and 
aost hellish toraentsr as I have evidenced at larse beforer and there­
tore a touch here •aY suffice.111 

Draaatis• 

Another tvPe of fi~urative lan~ua~e is draaatisa. Dra•atis• is con-

sideredr bv Broadusr to be one of the aost effective rhetorical devices. 

Broadus saYSr 

Draaatisa sives to discourse a life and visor and charm that can in 
scarcelY anv other wav be eoualled. To Personate soae character and 
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sPeak his sentiaentsr to introduce an obJector statins his obJections, 
and answer thea Point bY Point, to sustain a dialosue between two sup­
Posed Persons, to reProduce soae scene b~ dra~atic descriPtion, are aethods 
which all effective sPeakers aore or less eaPlo~ •• ,112 

Christr in Portra~inl false Christians and their responses at their Juds-

aentr was usins draaatisa. The Passase is found in the thirteenth chaPter 

of Luke. It sa~sr 

And soaeone said to Hi1r 'lordr are there Just a few who are beins saved?' 
And He said to their 'Strive to enter b~ the narrow door; for 1an~, I 
tell YOUr will seek to enter and will not be able. Once the head of the 
house lets UP and shuts the doorr and ~ou besin to stand outside and knock 
on the doorr sa~insr 'Lordr oPen uP to us!' then He will answer and sa~ 
to ~our 'I do not know where ~ou are fro••' Then ~ou will besin to say, 
'We ate and drank in Your Presence, and You tausht in our streets'; and 
He will sa~, 'I tell ~our I do not know where ~ou are fro~; DePart from 
1e all ~ou evildoers.' •113 

Here Jesus iaPersonates the suilt~ sinners and the slorified Judse carr~ins 

on a dialosue. This aPProach is •ore intrisuins than Plain statements about 

the Judsaent at the end tiae. 

Brooks uses dra1atisa in his sermons. In the followins ouote Brooks 

iiPersonates the souls of the da1ned when the~ full~ realize their end. He 

Oh! what trouble of 1indr what horror of conscience• what distraction 
and vexation• what terror and tor•entr what weePins and wailinSr what 
crYins and roarinar what wrinsins of handsr what tearins of hairr what 
dashins of kneesr what snashinl of teeth, will there be amons the wickedr 
when theY shall see the saints in all their sPlendour, disnit~r and Slor~! 
'When the~ shall see Abraha1r Isaacr and Jacob, and all the ProPhets in 
the kinsdo1 of Godr and theaselves shut out for everr' Luke xiii.28. 
Now shall the wicked la•entinsl~ sa~, Lo! these are the •en that we counted 
foolsr aadaenr and aiserable . Oh that we had never desPised the•! Oh that 
we had never reProached the1! Oh that we had never tra•Pled UPon them! 
Oh that we had been one with the•! Oh that we had i1itated thea! Oh that 
we had walked as the~' and done as the~, that so we 1isht now have been as 
haPPY as the~! Oh but this cannot be! Oh this •aY not be! Oh this shall 
never be! therefore Oh that we had never been born! Oh that we •isht be 
unborn! Oh that we 1iSht be turned into a birdr a beastr a toadr a stone! 
Oh that we were an~thins but what we are! orr Oh that we were nothins! 
Oh that now our i•aortal souls were mortal! Oh that we 1iSht so dier that 
we aa~ not eternall~ die! but it is now too late. Oh we see that there is 
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a reward for the rishteousl and we shall suddenl~ feelr that b~ all the 
conteaPt that we have cast uPon these slorious shinins saintsr whose 
SPlendour and slor~ doth now darken the ver~ glor~ of the sunr Dan. xii.3; 
we have but treasured UP wrath asainst the da~ of wrathr Roa. ii.4-7; we 
have but added fuel to those burning coalsr to those everlasting flaaesr 
in which we aust now lie foreverr Ps. cxl.10.114 

As can be seenr Brooks uses auch exclaaation in the Previous ouote. It aust 

be reaeabered that oral st~le aust be aore rePetitive. Such an occasion as 

eternal daanation wouldr seeainsl~r draw forth the aost abundant a•ount of 

exclaaations. 

In Brooks' treatiser London's Laaentations on the Late fier~ DisPen-

sationr he iaPersonates sinners carr~ing on a dialosue with Christ concerning 

their eternal destin~. Brooks Preaches as follows: 

'DePart froa aer' is the first and worst of that dreadful sentence which 
Christ shall Pass UPon sinners at last. Ever~ s~llable sounds horror and 
terrorr srief and sorrowr aaazeaent and astonishment to all who• it doth 
concern. 

'Ye cursed: ' there is the aalediction. But Lordr if we aust dePartr 
let us dePart blessed. Nor 'dePart ~e cursed:' ~ou have cursed othersr 
and now YOU shall be cursed ~ourselves; YOU shall be cursed in ~our bodiesr 
and cursed in ~our souls; ~ou shall be cursed of Godr and cursed of Christ, 
and cursed of anselsr and cursed of saintsr and cursed of devilsr and 
cursed of ~our coaPanions. Year ~ou shall now curse ~our ver~ selvesr 
~our ver~ soulsr that ever YOU have desPised the sosPelr refused the offers 
of gracer scorned Christr and neglected the aeans of ~our salvation. 0 
sinnersr sinnersr all ~our cursesr all your aaledictions shall at last 
recoil uPon ~our own souls! Now thou cursest ever~ aan and thins that 
stands in the wa~ of thy lustsr and that crosses th~ desisnsf but at last 
all the curses of heaven and hell shall aeet in their full Power and force 
uPon thee. SurelY that aan is cursed with a witness that is cursed bY 
Christ hiaselt! 

Butr Lordr if we aust dePartr and dePart cursedr oh let us so into 
soae good Place! Nor 'DePart ~e into everlasting fire.' There is the 
vengeance and continuance of it. You shall so into firer into everlastins 
firer that shall neither consuae itselfr nor consuae You. Eternit~ of 
extreait~ is the hell of hell. The fire in hell is like that stone in 
Arcadiar which beins once kindledr could never be ouenched. If all the 
fires that ever were in the world were contracted into one firer how 
terrible would it be! Yet such a fire would be but as Painted fire uPon 
the wall to the fire of hel1.11s 

In this Ions ouoter Brooks effective!~ Pictures the horrors of hellr as well 
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as the desPerate Pleas of the daaned b~ the draaatic dialosue. He also 

finishes with a fittins siaile of earthlY fire beins a aere Picture of firer 

in coaParison to the eternal fire of hell. 

Brooks uses draaatisa in the followins ouoter iaPersonatin• resurrected 

Christians viewins daaned sinners• whose life stories are told in ScriPture: 

In this sreat daYr every wicked workr and everY wicked workerr shall be 
brousht to lisht; and indeed it would be but in vain to brins evil works 
to lisht; if the evil worker were not also brousht to the li!ht. In this 
sreat day the saints shall see and know Cain in his Personr thev shall be 
ab le to Point at hiar and savr Yonder stands that bloodv Cain who slew his 
brother Abelr because he was aore rishteous than he. And there stands 
Pharoahr the Sreat OPPressor of God's lsraelr and he that stood it out 
asainst heaven itself; and lookr there stands bloody Saulr who lost his 
crownr his kinsdoar his soulr his allr bY disobedience; and there is Haaanr 
who was feasted with the kins one daYr and aade a feast for crows the next; 
lor there stands Pilater that condeaned Christr and there is Judas that 
betrayed Christ. In this sreat daY that word shall be aade soodr everv 
~an shall aPPear to account for the works that he hath done in bodvr 
2 Cor. v.10; so that both wicked works and wicked workers shall Plainlv 
aPPear before our Lord Jesus and all his saintsr who with hia shall Judse 
the wo r ld.~6 

Use of Seraon Illustrations 

We have seen that fisures of sPeech are valuable in aakins Preachins 

interesting, understandable• aeaorabler and enJoyable. There is one last 

insredient to be studied in this surveY of Brooks' Preachins stvle: the use 

of sermon illustrations. Illustrations are exPlanations in the fora of 

stories, whether fiction or non- fictionr or in the for. of interesting facts 

taken fro~ historvr naturer evervdav lifer the Bible and other Places. Soae 

illustrations aisht also be desisnated si~iles or aetaPhorsr but often one 

thinks of illustrations as extended siailes or coaParisons. Jesus was usins 

illustrations froa nature when he Preached, 

Look at the birds of the air r that thev do not sowt neither do thev reaPr 
nor Sather into barnsr and vet vour heavenlv Father feeds thea. Are vou 
not worth auch more that they? And which of vou bv beins anxious can add 
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a sinSle cubit to his life's sPan? And wh~ are ~ou anxious about clothins? 
Observe how the lilies of the field grow; the~ do not toil nor do the~ 
sPinr ~et I sa~ to ~ou that even Soloaon in all his slorw did not clothe 
hi•self like one of these.n7 

Brooks uses illustrations fro• aanY areas. It would be well to see the various 

fields froa which Brooks chooses his illustrations, that we aisht studw his 

illustrations in an orsanized aanner. 

Illustrations froa the Bible 

Brooks uses •anY stories fro• the Bible to illustrate his ser•ons. 

Sometiaes he relates a lons storY about so•e Bible character in order to 

exe~Plir~ a character trait that he wants his audience to iaitate. At other 

tiaes Brooks will aerel~ •ention the naae of some Bible character or event. 

Since most of the hearers were ver~ faailiar with the ScriPture• even such 

a slisht allusion conJured UP a co•Plete storw in their •indr or at least 

brou~ht to their minds Particular outstandins characteristics and traits of the 

Person or event •entioned. The fact that Brooksr as well as other Puritan 

Preachers, freouentlY refer to Biblical storiesr without sivins a thoroush 

account or the stor~r shows that their audiences were •uch aore fa•iliar with 

their Bibles than the averase A•erican Christian of today, 

In the following illustration, Brooks refers to an Old Testaaent storwr 

as well as to Ro•an Catholic custoasr to warn his consresation to not be 

tricked out of the ancientr orthodox faithr whichr he reainds thear is in the 

way of holiness: 

Holiness is God's firstborn; it is as ancient as the ancient of da~s. 
The wa~ of holiness is ~raY-headedr and of ancientest institution; all 
other waYs are but or ~esterday; the~ are but new waYs to the wa~ of 
holiness. And oh that this aisht alara YOU to look after holiness! 
The Gibeonites cheated Joshua with their old clouted shoesr and with 
their old sacksr and old bootsr and old Saraentsr Josh. ix.4rS~ and 
so doth Ro~e this da~ cheat and delude multitudes of poorr blindr 
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isnorant soulsr with their old custo•sr and with their old cere•oniesr 
and old traditionsr and old inventions• under a Pretence of the ~ood 
old wa~r and the sood old relisionJ but certainl~ the wa~ of holinessr 
the wa~ of Purit~r is of the ~reatest antiauit~r and thereforer oh 
e•brace it! ohr walk in it !118 

PerhaPs •odern da~ preachers would find it •ore Profitable to so ahead and 

tell the stor~ of Joshua and the Gibeonitesr so that the PeoPle would be 

sure to understand the force of the illustration. Neverthelessr Biblical 

illustrations should not be avoided because of their obscurit~ to •an~ 

church ~e•bers. The illustrationsr esPeciallv fra. the Old Testa•entr will 

not onl~ clarif~ truth and add interest to the ser•onr but the illustrations 

the~selves will helP fa•iliarize the PeoPle with the rest of their Bible. 

Thenr as the PeoPle becoae •ore and •ore fa•iliar with their Bible r the 

Preacher can besin •akins brief allusions to Bible stories. This would helP 

the PeoPle to thinkr to recall the various Bible stories. It aisht even 

~aake the11 want to look UP the stories and study thea asain. 

Brooks uses another Old Testa•ent illustration to describe the 

comPlete forsiveness believers receive for anv and everY sin: 

The sreatest sins are finiter but the aerit of Christ's redeaPtion is 
infinite. All the ESYPtians were drowned in the Red Sea. There 
re•ained not so auch as one of thea; there was not one of the• alive 
to carrY the news; the hish and the lowr the ~reat and the saallr the 
rich and the Poorr the honourable and the base were all drownedr 
E>:od. >:iv.2S; Ps. cvi.11. The red sea of Christ's blood drowns all 
our sinsr whether thev are Sreat or saallr hish or lowr etc.r 'Thoush 
~~ sins be as scarletr mY Redee•er will aake thea as white as snow; 
thoush the~ be as red as cri•sonr they shall be as woolr' [sa. i.1SJ19 

In another treatiser Brooks uses a aixture of Old Testa•ent and 

New Testament illustrations to show that God can and often does Protect his 

saints fro• Peril: 

The enemies of Zion are weak eneaiesr theY are infatuated ene•iesr theY 
are conauered enemiesr thev are limited enemiesr thev are chained 
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eneaiesr the~ are cursed eneaiesr and thev ar• naked eneaiesr and therefore 
the~ shall never be Prevalent eneaies over Zionr 2 Chron. xxxii.7rB; 
Roa. viii.J7; Gen. iii.12; Nua. xiv.9. Pharoah followed the Israelitesr 
but he and his aishts •en were drowned• and Israel deliveredr for God was 
with thear Exod. xiv. Saul hunted David as a Partridse in the •ountainsr 
1 Saa, xxvi.20r but Saul Perishethr and David was crownedr for God was 
with hia. Haaan hated Hordecai and Plotted asainst Hordecair but Haaan 
is hansed and Hordecai advanced, for God was with hi•• Esth. vi. 1. The 
Presidents and Princes infora asainst Daniel and Plot asainst Dani~l• but 
the~ are b~ the lions torn and devoured• and Daniel is delivered and 
exaltedr for God was with hi•• Dan. vi. Herod kills Jaaes with the sword 
and iaPrisons Peterr but Herod is devoured b~ wor•sr and Peter is delivered 
out of Prison b~ an anselr for God was with hi•• Acts xii. let atheistsr 
PaPistsr and Persecutors cease fro• Plottins asainst Zionr fro• persecutins 
of Zionr for it is utterl~ i•Possible to Prevail asainst Zion~20 

The Biblical illustrations auoted above do not onlv serve to show exaaPl~s of 

God's Protection, but also serve to Prove the fact that God can and often does 

Protect his saints. 

In the followins auoter Brooks asain uses both Old Testa•ent and New 

Testament illustrations• but Pri•arils in the fora of allusions: 

In this world we are all Benonisr the sons of sorrow. The wav to heaven 
is b~ WeePins-cross. Christ's passion-week was before his ascension-dav; 
none Passeth to Paradise but b~ burninS seraPhias; we cannot so out of 
ES~Pt but throush the Red Seaf the children of Israel caae to Jerusalea 
throush the valle~ of tearsr and crossed the swift river of Jordan before 
the~ ca~e to the sweet waters of Siloaa. There is no passins into Paradise 
but under the flamins sword of this anselr deathf there is no coains to 
that slorious cit~ above but throush this straitr darkr dirtv lane~~ 

Benonir aeanins 'son of •~ sorrow', was that naae that Rachel save to Jacob's 

son as she was d~ins in sivins birth to hi•• Jacobr howeverr called hi• 

BenJamin• aeanins 'son of •~ risht hand' or 'son of •v strensth'. Such an 

al lusion would be aissed bY •ost listeners in Aaerica's churches toda~. The 

reference to the 'fla~ins sword' is an allusion to the ansel with a flaainS 

sword that God Placed to suard the wa~ into the Garden of Eden after •an had 

been thrown out. Brooks' audience was auch •ore faailiar with the whole 
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Bible than modern Christiansr as is aPParent froa thesR kinds of allusions. 

Thou~h aost of Brooks' Biblical illu~trations coae froa the Old 

Testaaentr ~et he also Quoted freel~ froa the New Testaaent. The followin~ 

ouote is an illustration taken froa the life of Chri~t: 

Asainr a aan bewitched with the world will Prefer the aost base and 
conteaPtible thin~s before the lord Jesus Christf he willr with the 
Gersasenesr Prefer his ver~ swine before a Saviour• Hat. viii.28, sea.P 
when the~ saw wha~ a sad aarket their ho~s were brou~ht to• the~ desired 
Christ to dePart out of their countr~; these Gersesites had rather lose 
Christ than lose their Porkers; the~ had rather that the devil should 
Possess their souls than that he should drown their PiSsJ the~ Prefer 
their swine before their salvationr and Present a wretched Petition for 
their own daanation; the~ besou~ht hia that he would dePart out of their 
coasts; thoush there be no aiser~r no Pla~ue, no curse• no wrathr no hell 
to Christ's deParture froa a PeoPle• ~et aen bewitched with the world will 
desire this. Hen bewitched with the world will Prefer a Barabbas before 
a Jesus; the~ will with Judas betra~ Christ• and with Pilate condean 
Christ, and with the Scribes and Pharisees the~ will cr~ out, 'Crucif~ 
hia! crucif~ hia!' awa~ with this Jesusr awa~ with this Jesus; let 
Barabbas live' but let Jesus dieJ let Barabbas be saved• but let Christ 
be hansed. Ahr what incarnate devils will such aen prover who are be­
witched with this world~22 

The Preceding Quotes have shown that Brooks used Biblical illustrations' froa 

both the Old and New Testaaents. An~one who would read throush an~ treatise 

of Brooksr would notice that Brooks knew his Bible. He QUOtes the Old Testa-

aent as easil~ as the New Testaaent. He freauentl~ QUotes froa obscure ainor 

ProPhets, Just as easil~ as aan~ would ouote John 3:16 toda~. If aodern 

preachers had as sood a SrasP UPon the ScriPtures as Brooks• the~ would not 

find it difficult to find illustrations on various toPics• because their 

familiarit~ with the larse volume of colorful Bible stories would brins to 

their aind aPProPriate illustrations. 

Illustrations froa Histor~ 

Besides Biblical illustrations, Brooks used aan~ illustrations fro• 

histor~. His universit~ trainin~ becoaes aPParent froa his wide knowledse 

122Brooks t Worksr 4:200. 
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of histor~. Brooks used •an~ thin~s which he studied as illustrations. So~e 

who would read Brooks' ser•ons toda~ •i~ht think hi• to be arro~ant and de-

sirous of ~ivin~ a show~ disPla~ of his knowled~e. On close observation• 

howeverr it aPPears that her ratherr was tr~ins to use an~thin~ and ever~ 

thins for the PUrPose of •akin~ ser•ons enJ~abler understandable• and •e•o-
rable. Usuall~• a Person who seeks to iaPress his listeners with his knowl-

edse often uses words his audience cannot understand and •akes allusions to 

events or stories with which his listeners are not fa•iliar. Such a Person 

desires his hearers to be over-awed with hi•self because he de•onstrates that 

he knows ean~ more thin~s than his listeners. Brooks was not this kind of 

man. He alwa~s strives to be Plain and clear. If he ever refers to soae 

Greek ~~thr Roaan Catholic fabler or bit of classical histor~• he is careful 

to exPlain such unfaailiar stories or events to his audience, so that the~ will 

srasP the i~Port of the illustration for the particular point he is aaki~ at 

the tiae. Yet Brooks usuall~ does not ~o into ~reat detail on such occasions; 

he exPlains onl~ enoush to allow the illustration to be understood. B~ doinS 

this he does not draw excessive attention to the illustration. but keePs the 

hearers' interest uPon the Point he is aakins. 

In the followin~ ouotationr Brooks uses so•e of his native histor~ to 

illustrate the Pointr that h~Pocrites alwa~s coae to a bad end: 

The lowest, the hottestr and the darkest habitation in hell will be his 
Portion whose relision lies all in shows and shadows. Well• sPiritual 
counterfeits, reaeaber thisr it will not be lons before Christ will un•ask 
~out before he will unease ~our before he will disrobe ~u• before he will 
take off ~our vizardsr ~our hoodsr and turn ~our rotten insides outward, 
to ~our eternal shaae and reProach before all the world. Counterfeit 
dia~onds aa~ sparkle and slisterr and aake a Sreat show for a tiaer but 
their lustre will soon wear off, •• , Kaudr aother to Kins Henr~ the 
Second, beins besiesed in Winchester Castler [anne 1141rJ counterfeited 
herself to be deadr and so was carried out in a coffinr whereb~ she 
escaped; at another timer beins besiesed at Oxford in a cold winterr b~ 
wearins white aPParel she sot awa~ in the snow undiscoveredf but at last 
venseance did overtake her. Sor thou~h h~Pocrites for a ti•e aa~ see• to 
be dead to sin, and dead to the world, thoush the~ aa~ clothe the•selves 
with a snow-like PuritY, and with the white satin of seeains sanctity, 
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~et God at last will un1ask and un1uffle their and ven~eance will with 
a witness overtake their Job xvii.Sr and xxxvi.13f Isa. xxxiii.14~23 

In another Placer Brooks refers to a kin~ he 1et with in his readinl of 

classical histor~. In this Passa~er Brooks exPlains that sinful Pleasure is 

but a ao~entar~ deli~ht followed b~ sorrow and tor1ent: 

I have read of Kin~ LYsiaachusr that when he and his arrav were besiesed in 
one of his citiesr and in Sreat dan~er of perishing b~ thirstr for a CUP of 
cold water he delivered uP the keY5 of the citw to his eneaYr which cold 
coafort he had no sooner tasted but his tongue bewra~ed the ~rief of his 
heartr saYin~r 'Oh thatr in lieu of so aoaentarY a Pleasurer I should be 
aade of a sovereisn a servantr of a kin~ a caPtive!' Ahr what follv and 
aadness is it for aen to run the hazard of losin~ the kinddo1 of heavenr 
and the Pleasures that be at God's ri~ht handr Ps. xvi.llr for those short­
lived Pleasures that are but like a blazer or like the li~htnin~r or like 
a mornins cloudr or the earlY dew which soon passeth away!124 

In another Placer Brooks ouotes froa the Roaan historianr Tacitus. 

Brooks sa~sr 

I have heard of a senator whor relatind to his son the Sreat honours 
that were assisned to so~e soldiers whose naaes were written in a certain 
bookr whereuPon the son was verY iaPortunate to see that book. His father 
shews hia the outsider and it seaed so glorious that he earnestlY desired 
hi~ to OPen it. Nor saith the fatherr b~ no aeansr for it is sealed bY 
the council. Then saith the sonr Pray tell ae if ay naae be written there: 
his father rePlies no; because all the naaes of those soldiers were kePt 
secret in the breasts of the senators. The sonr stud~in~ how he aisht 
~et so~e satisfaction; desired his father to acouaint hi1 with the aerits 
of those soldiers whose na1es were written in that book. The father re­
l ates to hia their noble achieveaentsr and worthY acts of valourr where­
with theY had eternized their naaes. Such are writtenr said her and none 
but such ~ust be written in this book. WhereuPon the sonr consulting with 
his own heart that he had no such troPhies to shewr but had sPent his 
ti~e in courting of ladiesr rather than in encounterin~ of knishtsr and 
that he was better for a dance than for a 1archr and that he knew no 
drua but the tabretr nor no courage but to be drunk and rant; hereuPon he 
PresentlY retired hi1selfr rePentedr entered into a co1bat with his own 
lusts and affectionsr and subdued thear and becaae teaPerater continentr 
valiantr and virtuous. Nowr when the soldiers caae to receive their 
wreathsr their crownsr their honorsr etc,, he stePs in and challenses a 
wreathr a crown for hi~self, But beind asked uPon what title his chal­
lense was Sroundedr he answeredr If honours be siven to conouerorsr then 
the~ ~ust be siven to ae toor for I have sotten the noblest conouest of 
all. And it beinS de~anded whereinr he answeredr These have subdued 
stranse foesr and conauered their outward eneaiesr but I have subdued 
~~selfr I have conauered the eneaies that were in IY own bosoa. 0 sirsr 
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there are no aen'~ naaes written in the book of life but theirs who b~ 
Srace and holiness have subdued and brou~ht under their sinful selvesr 
and who have conauered the corruPtions that be in their own bo~o•s• that 
is• in resPect of love and doainion . Han~ there be who are exceedin~ 
inauisitive to know whether their naaes are written in heaven or no. 
I would sa~ to such• there is no such wav to know this as bv vour holiness. 
Hast thou broke off thv sins b~ sound rePentance? Hath the ~osPel changed 
th~ inside and th~ outside? Hath it aade thee a new creaturer and turned 
thee fro• darkness to li~ht, and fro• the Power of Satan to Jesus Christ? 
etc. Then, without all Peradventure, th~ naae is written in heavenr and 
thou art the Person that hast the sreatest cause in the world to Jov and 
reJoice ,125 

Brooks relates the above auoted stor~ in ~reat detail because the illu~tration 

is alaost a serDon in itself. The senator's son exeaPlifies a Christian's life 

before, durins, and after conversion. Another excellent aualitw of the storv 

is that it ProPerl~ exalts conauest of self over conauest of outward eneaies. 

Brooks also draws a Sood Parallel between the ~ouns aan exPecti~ his naae in 

the book because of his self-disciPliner and a Christian who can exPect his 

naae to be in the book of life because of Biblical holiness. 

In another treatise, Brooks auotes froa ancient church history, He 

refers to Hacedonius, a Patriarch of ConstantinoPle in the fourth century, 

Brooks uses the stor~ to show that Christians should Pursue sPiritual thinss 

more than aaterial thinss. Brooks saYS• 

Hacedonius the heraitr retirins into the wilderness that he aisht with 
~ore freedom enJo~ God and have his conversation in heavenr UPon a tiae 
there caae a Youns sentleaan into the wilderness to hunt wild beastsr 
and seeins the heraitr he rode to hiar askins hia whY he caae into that 
solitarY Place? he desired he aisht have leave to ask hia the saae 
auestionr whY he caDe thither? I caae hither to huntr said the ~ouns 
sallant: and so do I saith the heraitr Deua venor aeuar I hunt after 
~Y God;--theY hunt best who hunt aost after coaaunion with God~26 

Illustrations fro•• Nature and Science 

Besides Biblical and hstorical illustrations• Brooks used aaterial 

from nature and science to illustrate his serDons. Soae of his scientific 
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viewPoints would aake aodern PeoPle laush or shudderr dePendin~ on how the~ 

react to aedical isnorance and naturalistic f~bles. The seventeenth centurw 

was a Period in which doctors still 'bled' their Patients in order to ~et 

out the 'bad huaours'. Alsor soae of the naturalists of that dav caae UP 

with soae srosslY aistaken 'facts' about aniaalsr stonesr Plantsr etc., which 

PeoPle accePted as fact--slavishlY accePtins the views of the specialists 

<auch the sa•e as aan~ PeoPle do toda~). Brooks sou~ht to Put evervthins he 

knew to Sood use. Thinss he read and heard in schoolr he wrote downr later 

using the• as illustrations. This is aPParent because by reading through 

all his works• one will find that soae illustrations are used asain and 

asain. Soaetiaes these are lons illustrations• but they are usuallv word-

for-word Perfect when coaPared. This should not seea unusual thou~h. The 

Reformers and the Puritans often kePt notebooks known as 'coaaonPlace books' 

in which theY recorded an~thin~ of value for PreachinS• writin~, or debates. 

The coamonPlace books were often arransed in either alPhabetical order or 

so~e toPical order. In these coa•onPlace books would so storiesr ouotesr 

observations' etc., which could be used for illustrations. Alsor Bible 

verses' PhilosoPhical arsu•entsr and observations uPOn Bible passa~es in 

the oriSinal lansuase would be collected to Prove doctrines. The coaaon-

Place book was a combination 'syste•atic theolosw' and 'book of illustrations'. 

Brooks must have kePt one of these co•aonPlace books; and that is where he 

stored these 'facts' he sathered fro• the fields of nature and science. 

In Brooks' treatiser A HeavenlY Cordialr he refers to several 

means of death which occur in naturer as well as referrin~ to the develop-

ment of a flower: 

Death is but an entrance into life. That is not death but lifer which 
Joins the d~ins ~an to Christ; and that is not life but deathr which 
seParates the livins aan fro• Christ. Death will blow the bud of Srace 
into the flower of Slorv. Death is a saint's ouietus est. All fearful 
disas tersr sai th Gresor~' which rob the saints of life, do but serve as 
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a rou~h wind to blow the• suddenlw into their desired haven--1 •e~n 
heaven. It •atters notr saith Austinr whether a burnins fever or flash 
of lishtnin~, or whether a stone in the bladderr or a thunder-stone in 
th~ headr sends thee out of this •iserable world; for God •inds notr 
saith her the i•~ediate occasion of th~ co•ins to hi•r but the condition 
and Posture that th~ soul is in when it co•eth before hi•~27 

In one of Brooks' •ost well-known treatisesr Precious ReaQdies 

Asainst Satan's Devicesr he uses illustrations that would be classified as 

belonsins to nature or science. He sa~sr 

Afflictions are God's furnacer b~ which he cleanses his peoPlt fro• their 
dross. Affliction is 1 fire to Purse out our drossr and to •ake virtue 
shine; it is a Portion to carr~ awa~ ill hu•oursr better than all the 
benedictu• •edica•entu•r as Ph~sicians call the•• Aloes kill wonasf 
colds and frosts do destro~ ver•in; so do afflictions the corruPtions 
that are in our hearts~28 

In the above ouoter Brooks refers to: the •et~llursical Process of Purif~-

ins metalr a medical Process that was SUPPosed to be curativer and natural 

~ethods b~ which undesirable life for•s are destro~ed. He is able to use 

all of these to illustrate how God helPs rid us of our corruPtions. 

To show how danserous sin isr Brooks uses the illustrations of 

Poison and disease: 

Fourteenthl~r Satan can be content that •en should wield to God 
in •an~ thinSsr Provided that the~ will be true to hi• in so•e one 
thins; for he knows ver~ wellr that one dra• of Poison •av Poison a 
•anr and one stab at the heart •av kill a •anJ so one sin unrePented 
ofr one sin allowedr retainedr cherishedr and Practisedr will certainlv 
damn a aan. Butr 

Fifteenthl~r Thoush all the parts of a •an's bodv be soundr save 
onl~ oner that one diseased and ulcerous Part •av be deadl~ to thee; 
for all the sound •e•bers cannot Preserve th~ lifer but that one diseased 
and ulcerous •e~ber will hasten th~ death; so one sin allowedr indulsedr 
and lived inr will Prove killins and da•nins to thee~29 

In the sa•e treatiser Brooks asain uses Poison for an illustrationr 

but in a different was. Brooks abilitY to use an obJectr event• or stor~ to 
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illustrate aanY different ideasr shows that abilitv to illustrate is not 

necessarilY a aatter of havinSI a lnse nuaber of stories and interestin!l 

facts. Preachers need to take tiae to think and ause over such stories and 

facts. that they aisht see how to aPPlv thea to different situations. Here 

is the second illustration usins Poisonr but in a differvnt waw: 

There is as auch difference between sin in a resenerate Person and in an 
unresenerate Personr as there is between Poison in a aan and Poison in a 
serPent. Poison in a aan's bodY is aost offensive and burdensoaer and he 
readilY uses all arts and antidotes to exPel it and set ridf but Poison in 
a serPent, is in its natural Placer and is aost pleasins and deliShtful: 
so sin in a resenerate aan is aost offensive and burdensoaer and he readilv 
uses all holY aeans and antidotes to exPel it and to set rid of it. But 
sin in an unresenerate aan is aost Pleasins and delishtfulr it beins in its 
natural Place. A SadlY aan still enters his Protest asainst sin. A 
Sracious soul• while he coaaits sin, hates the sin he coaaits~30 

Brooks would even take the siaPlest observations. and use thea to helP 

clarif~ truth. There was nothins so saall or insisnificant that Brooks did not 

consider it of value in aakins truth clearer or aore delishtful. In the 

followins auotation, Brooks Justifies God's sovereisn decrees and Judsaents 

with an observation uPon a stick in water: 

If ~ou take a straisht stick and Put it into water' it will see• crooked. 
Wh~? Because we look upon it throush two aediuasr air and water. There 
lies the decePtio visus; thence it is that we cannot discern arisht. 
Thus all the Proceedinss of God in his riShteous Judsaentsr which in 
themselves are Just, rishteous, and straisht, without the least obliauitvr 
see• to us stranse and crooked. That the wicked should Prosperr and the 
rishteous be afflicted; that sood aen should be in bondsr when bad aen 
walk at larse; that the Israelites should aake the bricks• and the 
ES~Ptians dwell in the houses; that soae of the best of Christians should 
fall bY the pestilence' when •an~ of the worst of sinners have their 
lives for a Pre~--these are soae of those aYsterious Providences that 
aan~ tiaes aake so•e of the best Christians to stasser in their Juds­
ments; and whY so• but because theY look uPon God's Proceedinss throush a 
double medium' of flesh and sPirit; and hence it co•es to pass that all 
thinss seem to run cross, and that God's aost Just and rishteous Pro­
ceedinss are not so clearlY and full~ discerned as otherwise the~ aisht 
be.131 
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Illustrations fro• Practical Everwda~ Life 

Brooks also took illustrations fro• a field that aiiht best be called 

'practical ever~da~ life'. What he heardr sawr and exPerienced in the Ensland 

of his da~r he brousht to use in seraon illustrations. In Brooks' treatise on 

holinessr he uses the scholar!~ and well-to-do professions as illustrations: 

ASainr the hol~ Christian is the best Christian in the worldr nawr 
he is such a one ' of whom this world is not worth~r' and therefore God 
cannot but take sinSular Pleasure and delisht in hia. Hanw there are 
which are accounted deeP scholarsr Sreat linsuistsr Profound PhilosoPhersr 
Sood sraaaa riansr excellent •atheaeticiansr sharP losiciansr cunnini 
Politicians, fine rhetoricians. sweet ausiciansr etc.r but the truth isr 
he is the bes t sraaaarian that hath learned to sPeak the truth fro• his 
heartr and he is the best astronoaer that hath his conversation in heavenr 
and he is the best ausician that hath learnt PracticallY to sins out the 
Praises of Godr and he is the best arith•etician that knows how to nuaber 
his daYsr and he is the best read in ethics that ever~ day irows holier 
and holierr and he is the best skilled in econo•ics that trains UP his 
faail~ in the tear of the Lordr and he is the best Politician that is as 
sood at t akins sood counsel as he is at sivins sood counselr and he is 
the best linSuist that sPeaks the lansuase of Canaanf and therefore God 
cannot but take the sreatest content and satisfaction in such.132 

Brooks also used illustrations taken fro• the aore coa•on professions 

of his da~: 
Present life is not vita, sed via ad vitaar lifer but the way to 

lite; for when we cease~be aenr we besin to be as ansels. Thew are 
onl~ creatures of inferior nature that are Pleased with the present. 
Han is a future creature. The eve of his soul looks back . The labourer 
hastens fro~ his work to his bedr the •ariner rows hard to Sain the Portr 
the traveller is slad when he is near his inn; so should saints when 
theY are near deathr because then theY are near heavenr the~ are near 
their inn~33 

And in another Place Brooks savsr 

Never did the esPoused aaid lons aore for the •arriase-davr nor the 
aPPrentice for his freedomr nor the caPtive for his ranso•r nor the 
conde•ned aan for his Pardonr nor the traveller for his innr nor the 
•ariner for his havenr nor the sick •an for his healthr nor the wounded 
aan for his curer nor the hunSrY aan for his breadr nor the naked for 
clothesr than she did Ions to dier and to be with Christr which for her 
was best of allr Phil. i.23~34 
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These kinds of illustrations would be very effective• because the PeoPle would 

alaost feel the Preacher was talking about thea. TheY would take sPecial 

interest in these references to situations and feelinfs with which theY were 

ver~ fadliar. 

Brooks would soaetiaes share his ainisterial experiences as illustra-

tions: 

Fourthl~• If rePentance be such an easY work as you sUPPose• I beseech 
~ou tell ae, whY do aany aen lie under such horrors and terrors ot con­
science as theY dor for not rePenting, whenas rePentance would ouicklY 
give thea ease, and turn their hell into a heaven? I was last winter with 
a ~ouns aanr who uPon his d~ing bed for several hours together• beinf in a 
dreadful agonYr laY cr~ins out, I aa daanedr I aa daaned, I aa daanedr I 
am da~ned! Ahr how soon would this poor wretch have ~ot out of this hellr 
if it had been so eas~ a thinS to have repentedr as YOU iaasine it isl 
and how aan~• when the~ have been Pressed to rePent• have Professedr that 
if the~ aisht have a thousand worlds to rePent• the~ could not rePent! 
And will ~ou say that rePentance is easY? How aan~ have sousht rePentance 
with tearsr and would have bousht rePentance with the Price of their dear­
est blood, but could not obtain it! And will You saY that rePentance is 
eas~?135 

Brooks lived durinS the civil war in Enslandr and it seeas obvious 

(as has been ~entioned alread~) that he saw the war tirst-handr Probablv 

serving as a chaplain on a warshiPr as well as in the ara~. The PeoPle he 

Preached to were familiar with the warr aa~ beins woundedr others havins 

faail~ meabers who lost their lives in the war. Brooks uses illustrations 

that coae from knowledse of war: 

0 sirsr when the temPtation does but touch and taker when vou are no 
sooner te~Pted but ~ou are conaueredr no sooner assaulted but YOU are 
vanauishedr certainlY holiness is at a ver~ low ebb in ~our souls. 
That sarrisonr without all peradventure, is verv weakr that is taken at 
the first assaultr and that shiP is but aeanl~ aannedr that is carried 
at first boardinsr and that soldier is but slishtlv araedr that is run 
through at the first thrust; and so that Christian has but little 
sPiritual strensth in hiar who is worsted and vanouished uPOn the first 
aPPearance of a teiDPtation.136 

In another Pl acer Brooks aSain uses war knowledge to illustrate the sin of 
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As a soldier when he forsakes his colours and runs to the ene•~• all 
his for•er sood service is lost and buried in oblivion; so aen that 
Profess love to God and his PeoPle• ~ at last •eet with difficulties 
and Pla~ the aPostate. this their aPostas~ renders all their foraer 
service lost .137 

Another co••on si!lht in the Ensland of Brooks' dav was the public 

execution. Lar!le crowds would coae to see •en led down the streets• brou!lht 

UP onto a hi!lh Platfora with sallows' then either han!led or beheaded with an 

axe. In the followin!l ilustration Brooks tries to !let his audience to view 

the end of a sinner's life• instead of viewin!l the sinner's Present enJovaents. 

He further shows that the~ should not env~ a sinner an~ •ore than the~ would 

a condeaned Prisoner: 

All the contentaents of this life are not so •uch to eternit~ as a drea• 
is to a thousand ~ears. And, oh, how little is that •an's condition to be 
envied• who for these short Pleasures of sin •ust endure an eternit!:l of 
tor•ents! 0 sirs! do wicked aen Purchase, their Present Pleasures at so 
dear a rate as eternal tor•ents? and do we env!:l their enJo~aent of thea 
so short a time? Would anv envv a •an !loins to execution' because he saw 
him in Prison nobl~ feasted and nobl~ attended and bravelv courted? or 
because he saw hia so UP the ladder with a sold chain about his neck and 
a scarlet sown uPon his back? or because he saw hi• walk to execution 
throu!lh Pleasant fields or delishtso•e !lardens? or because there went 
before him dru•s beatin!l• colours fl~ins, and tru•Pets soundin!l• etc.? 
Surel~ no. Qh, no ~ore should we envv the srandeur of the •en of the da~, 
for ever~ steP thev take is but a steP to an eternal execution! The sinner 
is cursed, and all his blessin!ls are cursed; and who in their wits would 
envv a •an under a curse? Qh, how •uch •ore worth~ of our Pitv than envv 
is that •an's condition who hath all his haPPiness confined to the narrow 
compass of this life, but his •iser~ extended to the utter•ost bounds of an 
everlastiM duration! Hal. ii.2.138 

Illustrations fro• Fiction and Lesend 

Brooks also uses ancient fables as well as stories whose historical 

factualitY is ouestionable. He ouotes so•e old stories of Rabbinical 

discussions which see• closer to le!lend than fact. PerhaPs this area of 
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illustrations could be teraed fictional and lesendarv illustrations. 

Here is a ouote froa soae Rabbinical tale that serves as a Sood 

illustration of the iaPortanc@ of not delavins rePentance: 

A Jewish Rabbinr PressinJ the Practice of rePentance uPon his disciPlesr 
exhorted thea to be sure to rePent the dav before thev died; to which 
one of thea rePliedr that the dav of a aan's death was verv uncertainJ 
to which the Rabbin aade answerr RePentr thereforer everv davr and then 
vou shall be sure to rePent the dav before vou die. 0 sirsr excePt vou 
do repent todavr vou cannot tell that vou shall rePent the dav before vou 
diei for who knows todav but that he aav die toaorrow?139 

In the saae voluaer Brooks uses an Arabic fable to illustrate the 

truth that •en are destined to those Places for which their natures are fitted. 

In other wordsr aen who have becoae holv bv the sPirit are fit for heavenr 

but worldlinss are onlv fit for hell. He savsr 

Men void of holiness are in the ScriPture reseabled to chaff, to dustr to 
dirtr to briars and thornsr which are thinss that are Jood for nothinsr 
that are fit for nothins. And what should such aen do in heavenr who are 
sood for nothins on earth? The horse is Jood to carrvr the ox is sood to 
drawr the sheeP is sood for clothr the cow is sood to Jive ailkr the ass 
is Jood to bearr and the dos is sood to keeP the house; but what is a aan 
void of holiness sood for? An unholv Person is sood for nothins but to be 
destrovedr and to aake soae rooa for a better person to stand UP in that 
Place which he takes UP in the world. As the hos in the Arabic fable 
tells us that a butcherr carrvins three creatures uPon his horser a sheePr 
a soatr and a hosr the two foraer lav verv ouiet and stillr but the hos 
kickedr and criedr and would never be ouiet. ThereuPon the butcher saidr 
Whv are thou so iaPatient when the other two are so ouiet? The hos 
answeredr Everv one knows hiaself; the sheeP knows that he is brousht into 
the citv for his wool's saker and the soat knows that he is brousht into 
the citv for his ailk's saker and so thev need not fear nor care; butr 
alasr I know verv well that I have neither wool nor ailkr but that as 
soon as I aa coae into the citv I aust be killedr for that is all I aa 
Sood for. An unholv soul is like a hosr sood for nothing but to be 
killedr Hat. vii.6.140 

Brooks ouotes a fable about a dove and a hawk in his treatiser The 

Necessitvr Excellencvr Raritv and Beautv of Holiness. He uses this fable as 

an illustration of how saints have their ProPer Place of Protection: 

139Brooksr Worksr 4:196. 

140Brooksr Worksr 4:80. 
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There is an aPolo~ue how the dove •ade •o~n to her fellow-birds of the 
tYrann~ of the hawk; one counsels her to ke~P belowf but saith another, 
the hawk can stooP for his Pre~; another advised her to soar aloftl 
but saith another• the hawk c~n •ount as hi~h as shei another wished 
her to shroud herself in the woods, for there she could be securef but 
saith another, alas! there is the hawk's •anor• the Place where he 
keePs court; another bids her keeP the town; but saith another• that 
is to beco•e a PreY to •an; but at last one bids her rest herself in 
the holes of the rock, and there she should certainlv be safer for 
violence itself could not surPrise her there• and there she was safe. 
Dove-like saints, thew have their •unitions of rocks to flY tor and 
there theY shall be sate. 0 sirs! there is no breast Plate to that of 
rishteousness, there is no ar.our of Proofr no •unitions of rocksr to 
that of holiness. Noah's holiness was an ark to save hi•• when Hi•rod's 
Tower of Babelr which was raised five thousand one hundred fortv-six Paces 
hiShr could not secure hia. And therefore as vou tender vour own safetv 
and securitv in ti•es of trouble and calaaitvr ohr labour to be holv.141 

Brooks uses so•e co•Parisons• alon~ with a fabler in order to arsue aloni the 

sa~e lines as the Previous ouote: 

The Patient that is trulY sensible of his disease will not sa~, hereafter 
will be tiae enoush to send for the Ph~siciani nor the wounded •an will 
not savr hereafter will be tiae enoush to fetch the surseonf nor the 
conde•ned •an will not saYr hereafter will be ti•e enoush to sue for 
Pardon; nor the needY •an will not savr hereafter will be ti•e enoush to 
look for relief; nor the fallen aan will not saYr hereafter will be ti•e 
enoush to lift •e up; nor the drownin~ •an will not savr hereafter will be 
ti•e enoush to brins a boat to save •Y life. Now this is the verv case 
of all unsanctified persons in the world; and whY then should the~ crY 
out, hereafter• hereafter will be ti•e enou~h to be holv! The boar in 
the fabler beins ouestioned whv he stood whettins his teeth so when nobody 
was near to hurt hi•• wiselY answered, that it would then be too late to 
whet them when he was to use thear and therefore he whetted the• so before 
danser that he •isht have the• readv in danser. Ahr sirsr there is nothins 
•ore danserous than for You to have vour holiness to seekr when te•Poralr 
sPiritual• and eternal dansers are at your heels:42 

142Brooksr Worksr 4:247. 
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IV. CONCLUSION 

It should be evident that Tho•as Brook~ was well acouainted with ScriP­

ture. Brooks was an able interPreter of ScriPture as well. Knowini ScriPture 

and beins able to interPret ScriPture are foundational reouireaent~ for Sodlv 

•inisters. But the inlredient that sets Brooks apart as an excePtional Preach­

er is that he was able to Preach truth in such a aanner that his aessase was 

enJo~abler understandable, and aemorable. Brooks was not satisfied to •erelv 

Preach a bodY of doctrine, He chose his words with care and clothed hi~ teach­

ins in striking ter•s and colorful illustrations. He aade truth desirabler 

not borins. He built sodl~ doctrine in the settins aost aPPrOPriate: atidst 

interestins lansuase and effective exa•Ples. He Preached accordins to the 

Proverb: • • • sweetness of sPeech increases Persuasiveness,•143 

Hodern da~ preachers should see in Brooks a st~le worthy of iaitation. 

Preachers should not be content to onl~ find the PrOPer interPretation of 

ScriPture. To Preach bare doctrine without an interesting and effective 

stYler is to short-circuit the ser•on. Hinisters should strive to take the 

steP be~ond discernins the truth to be Proclai•ed; to 1ake the steP of de­

cidins how to sa~ what needs to be said, Truth should not be allowed to 

becoae tedious and borins because of a Poor Preachins st~le. Let all teach­

ers and Preachers seek to Slorifv God's truth b~ cultivatins a winso•e •anner 

of Presenting truth; and 1av this brief exposure to Brooks be helPful to 

that end. 

143Prov . 16!21 <NASB), 
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PREFACE TO APPENDICES 

Brooks used a 1ultitude of sources fro• which to take illustrationsr 

auotesr and references. In an atteiPt to catalos and enuaerate the various 

t~Pes of illustrations and the source of auotes and refer~nces one s•all 

treatise was selected for treataent. Brooks' treatiser A Stri~ of Pearlsr 

is the treatise which was anal~zed in order to set an idea of how aanY illus­

trations. auotesr and references are aade, as well as to catalo~ such infor­

~ation accordins to toPic or authorr as well as sivin9 the PaSe nuabers UPon 

which the various illustrations• auotesr and references are found. A Strins 

of Pearls is found in the first volu•e of Brooks' Works. The treatise is 

sixty-six and one-half PaSes lons. Each aPPendix has a note of exPlanation. 
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APPendix A: Illustrations fro• the Bible which are ouoted in 'A Strins of 
Pearls' 

This aPPendix is a list of all the Biblical illu~trations in A 

Strins of Pearls. The na•e of the Person• thins, or event, used a~ an 

illustration, is followed b~ the PaSe nuaber or nu•bers UPOn which it is 

found. B~ this arranse•ent, one can set an idea of the a•ount and fre-

ouenc~ of Biblical illustrations Brooks use5. These Biblical reference~ 

were chosen because the~ oualified as illustrations. Hanv other Biblical 

references were not chosen because thev were functionins as proofs of Brooks' 

arsu~ent suPPortins various doctrines• instead of servins as illustrative 

examPles. 

Abel--pp, 431, 447 
Abraham--pp, 413• 417• 426r 429, 43lr 436, 444t 452, 465 
Absalom--p, 433 
Achish--p, 447 
Adaa and Eve--pp , 404, 429 
Adam's bod~--p, 435 
Ahab--p, 414 
Ansels--pp, 433, 439, 449 
APPle which Ada• ate--p, 455 
Ark--p. 460 
Asa--p, 465 
Beast fro• the Botto•less Pit--p, 460 
Belshazzar--?. 436 
BenJaain--p, 426 
Bod~ of Christ--p, 432 
Bread (don't throw to doss)--p, 417 
Bread which was cast UPon the waters--p, 456 
Cain--pp, 431, 447, 449 
Canaan--p, 440 
Chariot--? . 462 
Children of lsrael--pp, 432, 444 
Christ's RinS--p, 413 
Christ's Robe--p. 413 
Curtains of the tabernacle--p. 427 
Daniel--p, 406 
David--pp , 402, 425• 426t 433, 436r 444, 447, 4S2r 459, 465 
Delilah--P. 414 
Devil-p. 442 
Dives--pp, 442, 443, 444 
EliJah <Elias)-- p, 429 
Elisha--p , 433 
Ezekiel--pp , 406, 419, 465 



Fire of the altar--p, 426 
Flaainl sword--p, 450 
Golden calf--p, 446 
GraPes of Canaan--p, 423 
Haaan--pp, 414r 431r 436 
Hannah--p, 436 
Heaven--pp, 439r 440r 441 
Hebrews (i.e., Hebrew Christians)--p, 442 
Hel1--pp, 436r 439r 440 
lsaac--pp, 413r 431 
Isahh--p, 465 
Isle of Pataos--p, 458 
Jacob--pp, 404r 412r 413r 424r 426r 43lr 447r 46lr 465 
Jaaes--p, 428 
Jebusites--p, 412 
Jehoraa--p, 413 
JehoshaPhat--p, 412 
Jerusa1ea--p, 440 
Jesus Christ--pp, 413r 424r 430r 43lr 4S2r 4S3r 4S8r 459r 465r 466 
Jews who were disaissed out of Babv1on--p, 444 
Jews--PP• 454r 465 
Job's wife--P. 438 
Job--pp, 404r 422r 426r 429r 443r 444 
John--p, 428 
Jonah's sourd--p, 411 
Jonah--p, 424 
Jonathan--p, 451 
JosePh--pp, 405r 436r 444r 447r 461 
Judas--p, 431 
KinS of Sodoa- -p, 423 
Ki nl of kinss--p, 438 
laban--P.424 
lazarus--pp, 443r 444r 452r 465 
Lot--p, 428 
Har~--pp, 450r 465 
Hordecai--p, 414 
Hoses--pp, 402r 422r 428r 432 
Nathan--p, 465 
Noah's Dove--pp, 406r 415 
Noah--pp, 406• 417 
Paradise--pp, 440r 450 
Pau1--pp, 402r 406r 424r 429r 460 
Peter--pp, 406r 422r 428r 451 
Pharoah--p, 431 
Philistines--p, 454 
Pilate--p, 431 
Rache1--p, 449 
Sa ~tson--p, 454 
Sarah--p, 465 
Saul--pp, 43lr 444r 447• 451 
Shunamite 's son--p, 433 
Soloaon--pp , 411r 443 
SPiritual Araor--p, 405 
Star of Beth1ehea--p, 405 
StePhen--p, 432r 464 

r•n••~r.:r---~ 



The cross--p. 453 
The ProPhet <i.e., Hab~kuk)--p. ~33 
Tho•as--p. 430 
Tonsue of •en and ansels--p. 425 
Tree of Life--P. 417 
Worthies• of who• this world was not worthv--p. 438 
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APPendix B: 
alon~ with Illustra-

This appendix is set UP in the saae foraat as APPendix A. A~ainr 

care was taken to differentiate between those thinSS which are true illustra-

tionsr and those thin~s which Perfora another function in the discourse. 

A CaPtive--p, 423 
A Court--p, 424 
A Da~--p, 439 
A Hart~r at the Stake--P· 438 
A Painter--p, 401 
A Post--p, 433 
A Short Nap--p, 453 
A Torrent--p, 433 
A Wei!iht--p, 439 
Actor--P. 405 
Alabaster Hand--p, 428 
An Heir--p, 442r 446r 447r 449 
Ancient E~Pires--P. 411 
APPrentice--p, 423 
Arith•etician--p, 425 
Autu11n--p, 425 
Backs--pp, 430r 439 
Bank--p, 447 
Bears--p, 427 
Beast--p , 437 
Beautiful Face--p, 449 
Bee- hive--p, 418 
Be!i~ar--p, 441 
Birds--pp, 427r 433r 437 
Bitterness--p, 425 
Blaze- -p , 426 
Blush--P. 438 
Bod~--p, 430 
Brass Rins--p, 428 
Burnin!i Stables and Outhouses--P· 448 
Chaff--p, 441 
Child in his Cradle--P· 447 
Child--p, 450 
Chia.ne~-p. 432 
Cistern--p, 447 
Cit\:1--p, 447 
Cloud--pp, 410r 419r 420r 422 
Contests--P. 427 
Corn--p, 460 
Cradle--p, 425 
Crop- - p, 456 
Crown--pp, 412r 417r 421r 429r 430r 436r 446r 44Br 449r 453r 4SBr 462r 465 
Curtain-- P. 419 
Dancin!l- -P. 425 

r 



Deaf Ear--p, 434 
Debates• DisPutations--p, 427 
Devils--p, 427 
Dew--pp, 410r 418 
Diaaond--pp, 422• 464 
Dirt--pp, 411• 447 
Diseases--p, 454 
Dross--p, 441 
Dust--p, 455 
EaPtY Purse--p, 412 
Ensased Woaan--p, 423 
E~es Beins WiPed--p, 429 
E~es with tears--p, 433 
E~es--pp, 430• 434• 445 
Father--p, 450 
Feet--pp, 430• 434, 446 
Feverish Thirst--p, 414 
Fir•aaent--p, 424 
Flower <Violet)--pp, 405• 459 
Flower--pp, 411• 417 
Foundation--p, 425 
Fountain--pp, 421• 447 
Fruit--pp, 456, 461 
Gall--p, 441 
Gate--p, 461 
Geo~etrician--p, 425 
Glass--p, 421 
Glove- -p, 448 
Gnashin~ of Teeth--p, 437 
Gold Chain--p, 417 
Gold Rins--p, 428 
Gold--pp, 427• 42Bt 441• 447, 462 
Governors--p, 439 
GraPes--p, 423 
Grave--p, 454 
Gun-shot--p, 427 
Hands--pp, 430t 434, 447 
HarPiM--p, 426 
Harvest--p, 425 
Hat Ribbon--p, 448 
Head--p, 430 
Health--p, 425 
Heaviness--p, 425 
Heav~ Burdens--p, 430 
Hone~--pp, 437, 441• 460 
House--p, 448 
Husband--pp, 450• 462 
Husbandaan--p, 425 
Ink--p , 425 
Is l and of St. Tho•asr Africa--p, 458 
Jewel--pp, 413• 41St 416r 421r 424r 446 
KinS--pp, 424r 425r 440r 446r 458 
Knees Dashed One Asainst Another--pp, 436, 437 
La•b--p, 406 
Lamp--p, 404 



leaven in Dou~h--p. ~51 
leProus Fin~er--p. ~28 
li~ht--PP• 425r 441 
lih--P• 458 
lions--p. 427 
luaP of lead--P• 433 
Ha~nif~in~ Glass--p, 441 
Hansionr Flowerr H~rrhr Diih--p, 413 
Hariner--p. 423 
Harria~e Knot--p, 451 
Hart~rs--PP• 449r 450• 457 
Ha~k--p, 419 
t1eabers--p, 430 
Hidwife--PP• 454r 461 
Hinute--p. 426 
Mirror (Lookind-Glass)--P• 403 
Hists--p, 420 
Hone~ Ba~--p, 447 
Honsten--P• 447 
Hoon--P· 424 
Hornin~ Cloud--PP• 411r 418 
Hornin~ Lisht--p, 410 
Hournin~--PP• 425• 426 
Husic--p, 438 
Nap--p, 415 
Ocean--P· 414 
0 i 1 Fi re--P • 414 
Qi}--p, 425 
Ointaent--P· 461 
Old and Broken Vessels--P. 433 
One that Never Struck Stroke (i.e•• Coward)--p, 429 
Or~an <Husical)--P• 426 
Owl--p, 427 
Pa!ians--P· 427 
Paint--P· 432 
PaPer--P· 425 
Pearls--PP• 441• 447• 466 
Pebbles--P· 441 
Pens--P· 425 
Ph~sicians--P• 454 
Picture on Ice-P• 411 
Pictures--p, 421 
Pil!iria Travellin~ to Jerusalea--P• 445 
Plants--P. 425 
Precious Stone--P• 410 
Pri~itive Christians--P• 447 
Prince--P · 448 
Prison--P· 453 
Races--P · 427 
Ra!is--PP• 448r 453 
Reap--PP• 425r 429r 437r 455 
Rhetorician--P• 425 
Rich Heir--P· 448 
Ri!ihteous Judse--P· 429 
Rin~--p. 422 



RiPenin!a--P. ~61 
Robe--PP• 413• 436, ~53 
Roaan State--P. ~~7 
Rose--PP• 412• ~27• 458 
Rosebuds--p. 4~6 
Ro~al Palace--PP• 427• 4~0, 448 
Sauce and Food--p. 405 
Sea--p. 425 
Secret Heals--P· ~OS 
Seed--P. 456 
SerPent in One's Bowels--P· 441 
SerPent--p. 442 
Shadow--p. 411 
Sickness--P. 425 
Si~hin!J--p. 425 
Silk--,.. 427 
Sin!lin!f--p. 425 
Slave--P. 446 
Snares--p, 426 
Softness--P. 427 
Soil--p, 458 
Sow--PP• 425• ~29• 437 
SPark--p, 432 
SPrimi--P· 425 
Stains• Blots• Spots• Bleaishes--P· 42~ 
Stars--PP• 428• 432 
Stoc~,s--P. 430 
St.one--P. 437 
Stores and Earthouakes--p, 417 
Sumaer--PP• 425• 440 
Sun--pp, 420• 421• 422• 424• 428• 432 
Sunbeaas--P· 421 
Sweet Scent--p, 461 
Sweetness--PP• 425• ~27• ~28• 460 
Swiftest Bird that Flies--p, 433 
Tastin!l--P. 423 
Tear DroPPin!i E~es--p, 429 
Tearin!i of Hair--P. 437 
Tennis Balls--P. 411 
The Dark <Darkness)--pp, 424• 425• 4~1 
Thorns--PP• 412• 458 
Thread-Bare Coat--p, 412 
Throne--PP• 425• 453 
Ti!iers--p, 427 
Toad--p, 437 
Ton~ue--PP• 430• 434 
ToP-stone--P . 425 
TransPlantin!l--P. 458 
Traveller--p, 423 
Treasures--P. 448 
Turks--p , 427 
Tutors--p, 439 
Victorious Person <Hero)--p, 429 
Vine!:lar--p, 425 
WalkinS in the Dark--p, 422 

Pa!a& eo·~---



Water--P. ~25 
Weak EYes--p. ~20 
Weak Shoulders--p. ~20 
Weak Stoaachs--P. ~20 
Wheat--P· 441 
Wife--p. 450 
Wilderness--P· 458 
Wine--PP• 425• 437 
Winter--PP• 425• 440 
Wolves--P· 427 
Worn--P· 454 
Wrin~in~ of Hands--P. 437 
Years--P• 426 



APPendix c; Illustrations froa UninsPired Literature which ~re Quoted in 
1A Strin~ of Pearls' 

Brooks used illustrations froa Roa~n historY• the writin~s of the Church 

Fathers• HYtholo~Yr and fro• the lives and stateaents of aartyrsr Reforaersr 

and other Puritans. Not bein~ well-versed in classical literature• it was 

hard to deteraine which Persons were authors• and which Persons were char-

acters in the authors' works. Therefore• all naaes were listed Just as 

Brooks referred to thea. For instancer Brooks will soaetiaes ouote or refer 

to Plutarch. The fact is that Theaistocles was a character in the writi~s 

of Plutarch. If Brooks mentions Themistocles' naae in the illustration• 

then the pa~e reference is listed under 'Theaistocles'. If Brooks aentions 

Plutarch's na~e in the illustrationr then the Pa~e reference is listed 

under 'Plutarch'• 

Achilles CHomer)--PP• 454r 456 
Adonis--P· 411 
Adrian--p, 410 
Alcinous <Hoaer)--p. 458 
Alcisthenes--P. 463 
Alexander• •a ~odlY aan•--p. 442 
Alexander--PP• 403r 414r 445r 446 
AlPhonsus <Kin~ of SPain)--p. 437 
Ambrose--PP• 415r 454r 455r 460r 465 
Anaxa~oras--P• 449 
Andrew Hastus Cd. 1573)--p. 455 
An~elastus--P· 449 
Anselai--P. 415 
Anti~onus--p . 445 
Aristotle--P· 406 
Au~ustine--PP• 402r 403r 405r 412r 413r 419r 420r 422r 423r 425r 427r 430r 434r 

436r 43Br 443r 450 
Aulus Gellius--P· 443 
Basil--PP• 423r 438r 449r 466 
Bede--p. 423 
Bernard--PP• 405r 414r 419r 420r 421r 423r 439r 446r 447, 450r 456 
Beza--P. 442 
Caesar--PP• 403, 426, 449 
Cartha~inians--P. 463 
Carus (probablY 'Carolus')--p. 403 
Cato--P· 443 
Charles the Fifth--P · 414 
Charon <Lucian) --p. 440 



ChisPina <Austin)--pp, 449 
Chr~solosus--pp, 440• 448 
Chr~sosto•--PP• 429• 432, 438, 441 
Cicero--P· 419 
CowPer--P. 450 
Crassus--P· 449 
C~Prian--pp. 434• 450• 451• 453 
De~etrius (Plutarch)--PP• 432r 448 
Did~•us--P. 442 
Diosenes--P· 428 
DionYsius <Plutarch)--PP• 443r 463 
Dion~sius Areop--p. 421 
DionYsius of Sicily--p. 438 
Drusius--P. 463 
Duke of Bouillon--p. 435 
Duke of Guise--P. 443 
Edward the Sixth--P• 435 
EaPeror Severus--P. 458 
EaPeror's Son--P• 436 
Estius--P. 415 
Faninus--P· 450 
Galen--p, 439r 445 
Gauls <Plutarch)--p. 423 
Glover• Hr.--P• 464 
Gresor~ NYssene--P· 415 
Gresor~--pp, 416r 419 
HaY•o• BishoP of Halberstat--P• 465 
Hiero--P· 418 
HiPPocrates--P· 439 
Ho111er--p. 456 
Isnatius--P· 457 
Jerome--PP• 442• 447 
JuPiter--P· 440 
Justin Hartyr--P· 447 
Kins Frederick--p, 442 
Kins Willia• Rufus--p, 443 
Lawrence Sanders--P· 450 
Lord Harrin~ton--P. 450 
Luther--PP• 428• 433• 460r 466 
Haecenas--p, 454 
Helchier Ada•--p, 428 
Menedeaus--P· 445 
Mercurins--p, 440 
Hiltiades--p, 403 
Modestus--p , 423 
Monica <Austins Hother)--PP• 423• 450 
MYrtilus--P• 410 
Nazianzen--p, 450 
Pandora--P• 410 
Panor•itanus--p, 441 
Pareus--p, 409 
Paulinus Nolanus--p. 448 
Petrarch--P· 434 
Phocion <Plutarch)--p, 402 
Plato--p, 406 



Phutus--p. ~61 
Pliny--p. ~~5 
Queen Har!l <Tudor)--pp, 435r ~54 
Rabbins--P· 465 
Sabinus <Seneca)--p, 456 
Sannizarius--P• 4~2 
Seneca--PP• 430r 443r ~46r 454 
Si•onides--P. 418 
Socrate~--P· 448 
St. Andrew--P· 450 
St. Hartin--P· 402 
StilPo <Plutarch>--P· ~48 
Tertullian--PP• 426r 429 
The Great CaliPh of Bab!llon--P. 41~ 
The Jews--P. 465 
The Persian Kin~s--P· 465 
The Persians--P• 454 
The Roaans--p, 457 
The•istocles <Plutarch)--PP• ~03r ~12r ~28r ~~6 
Thomas A. Ke•Pis--p, 436 
Throsaortonr Hr.--P• ~64 
TroJans--P· 416 
Ul!lsses--PP• 447r 456 
Victorinus Striselius (d. 1569)--p. ~27 
Willian the Conaueror--P. 459 
Zanchiu•--p, 410 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Adaasr Jaw E. PulPit SPeech. Grand RaPids: Baker Book Houser 1971. 

The Aaerican Herita~e Dictiona~ of the Enslish LanouaSe• 1969. 

Batson• E. B. 'ArtistrY of John Bunwan's Ser•ons.• Westainster Theolosical 
Journal 38 <Winter 1976>: 166-81. 

Baxter, Richard. The Reforaed Pastor. Edited bw Williaa Brown. First pub­
lished 1656; abridsed ed. first Published 1829; 5th ed. of abridse­
aent Published 1862f rePrinted., Edinbursh: The Banner of Truth 
Trust• 1974. 

Broadus, John A. On the PreParation and Deliverw of Seraons. New and 
revised ed. bY Jesse Burton Weatherspoon. New York: HarPer and 
Brothers• 1944. 

Brookr BenJaain. The Lives of the Puritans. 3 vols. London: Jaaes Blackr 
1813. 

Brooks, Tho~as. The Works of Thoaas Brooks. CoaPiled and edited bYr with a 
Preface and Heaoir by, Alexander 8. 'Grosart. 6 vols. Edinbursh: 
The Banner of Truth Trust, 1980; rePrint ed., Edinbursh: Jaaes 
Nicholr 1861-67. 

Brown, John. Puritan Preachins in Ensland. London: Hodder & Stoushton• 
1900. 

Burroushsr Jereaiah. The Rare Jewel of Christian Contentaent. First 
Published 1648; First Banner of Truth Trust edition 1964; rePrint 
ed.r Edinbursh: The Banner of Truth Trust• 1979. [Orisinal 
Publisher and Place of Publication not siven.l 

The Confession of Faith; The Larser and Shorter Catechisasr with the 
ScriPture Proofs at Larse: to~ether with The Sua of Savins Know­
ledser <Contained in the HolY ScriPtures• and Held Forth in the 
Said Confession and Catechisasr) and Practical Use thereof; Covenants, 
National and Solean Leasue; Acknowledsaent of Sinsr and Ensaseaent 
to Duties; Directories for Publick Authority in the Church of 
Scotland; with Acts of Asse~blY and Parliaaentr Relative tor and 
APProbative ofr the Sa••• Re-issued bw The Publications Coaaittee of 
the Free PresbYterian Church of Scotlandr n.p., 1976. 

Dabney, Robert L. Sacred Rhetoric orr A Course of Lectures on Preachins. 
Edinbursh: The Banner of Truth Trustr 1979; rePrinted., n.p,, 1870. 

Dallison, A. R. 'Jereaiah Burroushes (1599-1645).' Evanselical Duarterlw 
50 (APril 1978): 86-93. 

Daviesr Horton. The WorshiP of the Enslish Puritans. Westainster: Dacre 
Pressr 1948. 



s T 

Flavelr John. The Works of John Flavel. Vol. 6: The Character ot a Coa­
Plete Evan~elical Pastorr Drawn bv Christ. London: w. Bawne5 and 
Sonr 1820i rePrint ed.r London: Banner of Truth Trustr 1968. 

The H~ster~ of Providence. First published 1678f First Banner 
of Truth Trust edition 1963; rePrint ed.r Edinbur~h: The Banner of 
Truth Trustr 1976. 

Greenr A. Wisfall; Hutchersonr Dudlew R.; Leaker Williaa B.l and HcCarterr 
Pete K~le. CoaPlete Colle~e Coaposition. 2nd ed. New York! APPle­
ton-Centur~-Croftsr Inc., 1940. 

Groshartr Rev. Alexander Balloch. "He•oir of Richard Sibbesr D.D." in The 
Co•Plete Works of Richard Sibbesr Vol . 1. Edited bw the Rev. Alexander 
Balloch Groshart. Edinbursh: Ja•es Hicholr 1862. 

Hallerr Williaa. The Rise of Puritanisa. New York: Colu•bia Universitw 
Pressr 1938i rePrint ed., PhiladelPhia! Universit~ of Pennswlvania 
Pressr 1972. 

Hower John. The Works of the Reverend John Hower H.A.r 2 vols. Ed. Ed•und 
Calaaw. New York! Robert Carter I Bros., 1875. 

Kalur Osbu u. "BishoPs and Puritans in Earlv Jacobean Ensland! A PersPective 
Hethodolosw.• Church Historv 45 <Dece•ber 1976)! 469-489. 

Lewisr Peter. The Genius of Puritanisa. 2nd ed. Hawwards Heathr Sussexr 
Great Britain! Carew Publications, 1979. 

Hantonr Tho•as. The Co~Plete Works of Tho•as Hantonr 22 vols. With aeaoir 
bw Rev. Willia• Harris I an essaw bv Rev. J. C. Rvler sen. ed. Rev. 
Tho•as S•ith. London! Ja•es Nisbet I Co.r 1870. 

Hickelsonr A. Berkelew. InterPretins the Bible. Grand RaPids! Wa. B. 
Eerd~ans Publishins Co., 1963. 

New A&erican Standard Bible. 1st Ed. La Habrar Calif.: The Lockaan 
Foundationr 1960. 

Perkinsr Willia•• The Work of Williaa Perkins. Intro. I ed. Ian Breward. 
Abin~don <Berks.>: Sutton Courtenav Pressr 1970. 

RiPlev r Henrw J, 
5th ed. 

Sacred Rhetoric orr Co•Position and Deliver~ of Seraons. 
New York! Sheldon and Co•Panvr 1879. 

Seaverr Paul S. The Puritan lectureshiPs! The Politics of ReliSious Dissent 
1560-1662. Stanford! Stanford Universitv Pressr 1970. 

Sibbesr Richard. The Co•Plete Works of Richard Sibbes. 
bv the Rev. Alexander Balloch Groshart. Vol. 1! 
SmokinS Flax. Edinbursh: Ja•es Nicholr 1862. 

Editedr with He•oirr 
The Bruised Reed and 

Steinr Robert H. The Method and Hessase of Jesus' Teachinss. PhiladelPhia! 
The Westainster Pressr 1978. 

....... 



Walshr J. Hart~nr and Walshr Anna Kathleen. Plain En~lish Handbook. 6th 
rev. ed. Cincinnati: HcCoraick-Hathers Publishin~ Coapanvr In.r 1972. 

Schocken Booksr 1972. 

Studies in Spiritual Autobio~raPh~. 
Watkinsr Owen c. 

New York: 
The Puritan ExPerience: 

White' Eu~ene E. Puritan Rhetoric: The Issue of Eaotion in Reli~ion. Carbon­
dale and Edwardsville: Southern Illinois UniversitY Pressr 1972. 


	Table of Contents

	Chapter 1: Introduction to Thomas Brooks 
	Chapter 2: The Preaching Style of Thomas Brooks

	Chapter 3: Specific Characteristics of Brooks' Style

	Chapter 4: Conclusion

	Appendix A: Illustrations from the Bible which are quoted in "A String of Pearls"

	Appendix B: Illustrations from practical everyday life, along with illustrations from nature and science which are quoted in "A String of Pearls"

	Appendix C: Illustrations from uninspired literature which are quoted in "A String of Pearls"

	Bibliography


