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I. INTRODUCTION TO THOMAS BRDOKS

Charles Srurdeons who is acknowledded by most to be the dreatest
Endlish Bartist preacher of the 19th centurys loved Thomas Brooks. Though
the two men lived two hundred uwears arart they are very much alike. Seurdgeon
studied Brooks’ Works and imbibed Brooks’ flair for sermon illustrations.
Spurdeon liked Brooks so well that he published 2 book entitled Smooth Stones
from Ancient Brookss beind an ordanized collection of many of Thomas Brooks’
illustrations and sawinds, The title of Srurdeon’s little book is an allusion
to the rassade in I Samuels in which David places some smooth stones from 2
brook into his sherherd’s bad in order to do battle with his slind adainst
Goliaths the giant. Srurdeon looked uron rreaching as an act of seiritual
warfare, The imelication in the title is that Rrooks’ savinds and illustra-
tions are effective wearons in overcoming sinners’ hardened hearts and

carturing men’s minds for Christ.

When Brooks’ Works were rerrinted in 1866y Seurdeon had this to saul

The volumes now before us are by that marvellously rich author Thonas
Brookss whose wealth of imadery surrasses zll others of his ade. The
mere mardinal notes of Brooks are more valuable than rades of ordinary
writersi we take rpleasure in the stones of his temrlesr and the very
dust thereof we favour. Of 2ll the Puritans he is the most readabley
if we excert John Bunuani and if he cennot disrlay the derth of Owen
or the raciness of Adamss he leaves them far behind in excessive sweet-
ness and sparkling beauty of metarhor. There is & clears silvery
refreshing sound in the name "Brooks"s and as is the name such is the
many every reader who can afford the money should epurchase this incor-
rupty unmutilated, unchandeds well-printeds and rerfectly edited cory
of Brooks.!

Peter Lewis in a delightful and insightful books The Genius of Puritan-

ismy dives numerous short sketches of various Puritans and their pulrit minist-

ry, Of Brookss Lewis commentst! "If illustrations are the windows of 2 sermony

1Thomas Brooks» The Works of Thomas Brookss comp. and ed. with a
FPreface and Memoir by Alexander B, Grosarts 6 vols. (Edinburgh! The Banner of
Truth Trusts 1980} rerrint ed.» Edinburgh! James Nichol, 1861-67)y cuotation
on inside cover of dust .acket.

—
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Thomas Brooks must have been the master-dlazier of his reriod. His works
are a veritable Crustal Palace of illuminatind anecdotes and fidures of
speechs + + + There was no more rorular rreacher in the London of Cromwell

and the Interredgnus than Thomas Brooks.'2

Thomas Brooks’ Life History

Very little is known of the rersonal life of Thomas Brooks. No
portrait of him is known to exist. The only information about his rersonal
life must be dleaned from comments he makes about himself in his sermons.
Alexander B, Grosarts who wrote 2 memoir of Brookss did the most comrlete
search for any records of Thomas Brooks. For 81l his troubles Grosart came
ur virtually emrty-handedr excert that he found the ‘last will and testement’
of Brooks.

It is estimated that Brooks was born within the sears 1606 to 1608,
There is @ note in the Emmanuel Collede redister that Brooks became a stu-
dent there at Cambridges in July of 1625.3 Grosart estimates that Brooks
must have been licensed or ordained to the ministry no later than 1640.4

In some remarks from Brooks’ sermons it arrears that Brooks had
some affiliation with the Endlish military during his life. In a3 sermony
which Brooks was asked to preach at Colonel Rainsborough’s funerzls Brooks
sawst "As for this thrice-honoured chamrion now in the dusti for his endou-

ment of Gods from my own exreriences being with him both at sea and lands

I have abundance of sweetness and satisfaction in my own sriritsy which to

2peter Lewiss The Genius of Puritanisms 2nd ed. (Hzuwards Heaths Sussex!
Carey Publicationsy 1979)s e, 29.

3Rrookss Workss 1!xxv.

4prooksy Morksy 1ixxvii.




r Pade 6

me exceedingdly sweetens so dreat a loss.' (Italics mine,)® Brooks probably
served under Colonel Rainsborough as a charlain. There are other remarks which
further confirm the naval exreriences of Brookss such as the following! ‘I
have been some years at sear and through drace I can says that I would not
exchande my sea-exreriences for Endland’s riches. I am not altogether ignorant
of the troubless trialsy tewrtationss danderss and deaths that do attend
you."® This remark was addressed to *the Generals of the Fleets of the
Commonwealth of England®.”

The onlu other event in Brooks’ lifey that is known from his
writindsy is a controversy he had with members of his church over the
administration of sacraments., Brooks refused to administer bartism or
the Lord’s Surrer to those rparishioners he felt were manifestly unworthys
as evidenced by their lifestule. Some of these rarishioners sought to
have Brooks removed from the puleit. Brooks wrote 2 tract defending him-

self entitled Cases Considered and Resolved.® This controversy was in

1653, Brooks remained the preacher there until the Great EJection in
1662 as is evidenced from the title rades of his later publications.
After the Great EJection of 16462 Brooks evidently continued to rreach
in the same areas though notsy of coursey from 2 church pulrit., In 1645y

in his works Privy Kew of Heavens Brooks sausy "That favours that dood

accertance and fair auartersy that my other roor labours have founds not only
in this nation but in other countries alsos hath rut me uron rutting ren

to rarer once more."'® So Brooks continued his treatises (which were

5Brookss Workss 4:333,
6Rrookss Works: 21304,
"Brookss Workss 2303,
8Brooksy Worksy 1ixxxviii-lix.

9Brookss Workss 23163,

R R RRRRRRRRERRRRRARDD—DESEEEEEESEBZSES—BGmm.
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basically comrilations of sermons) after he was forbidden to rreach.

On the title rpage of An Ark for all God’s Noahs the author rprinted his name

in this fashion! "By Thomas Brookss late epreacher of the Gosrel at Mardarets

New Fishstreets and still preacher of the Word in Londons and Pastor of 3

Condredation there.* (Italics mine.)19 These references show that though
Brooks had lost his pulrit and been forbidden to epreachy wet he still
preached secretlys and obeved God rather than men., Brooks died in 1680 being
about seventu-two uears old at his death,M

Nothing else worthy of mention is known of Brooks’ rersonazl life.
A biodrarhy of Brooks might have been found in that famous books The History

of the Worthies of Endlands by Thomas Fullers had Brooks been already dead

at the time of its publication. Fuller chose only to publish the biodra-
phies of men who had already rassed away. Many books and records were
destroved in the Great Fire of London in 1464. Notes on the life of Brooks
could have been destroved at that time. For whatever reasonr God saw fit
that Brooks’ rreachind be rreserveds though his rersonal life remains a2
mustery, This should be no detraction from studuingd his works., Little

is known of the personal lives of Amoss Joel» Nahum and others that God sroke
throughs vet their words are divinely insrired, Brookss though not divinelw

inspireds says much from which present davy readers mas erofit.

Thomas Brooks’ Views on Preaching

As a8 master-rreacher Brooks’ sermons deserve careful study, BErooks
never wrote a homiletical textbook. One will not find any directions for

sermon construction in his writinds, Brookss howevers did have some deneral

10Brooksy Morksy 252,

MBrooksy Workss 18xxxv.
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views which he erorounded concernind epreachind and rreachers, Brooks’
recorded statements on preachind are not concerned with literary stule rer
ser vet the eualities Brooks talks about are foundationzl to epreaching
ands if nedlected, will render the best efforts at rresching sriritually
1NNOCUOUS .

Thomas Brooks insisted that a rreacher must have the right srpiritusl
do0al in view when he rreaches. To ereach for the arplause of men was wrond.
To preach in order to rerrove men for sins» or to encourade them in ridhteous-
nessy was a rrorer srpiritual doal. Brooks sausy "He is not the best ereacher
that tickles the earr or that works uron the fancuyr etc.» but he that breaks
the heart and awakens the conscience,®'2 This Puritan man looked uron that
act of rreachingy in which the ereacher sought merely to entertain his hearers:
as wicked rreachind. If a ereacher was ever to be effective for the Lord he
must seek only to ereach for God’s dlorys not his own.

Though the doal of rreachind should not be to entertains this did
not mean that 2 sermon should be drab and borind. A sermon should be
enJoyable for the purpose of imrarting seiritual truth in a3 rleasind and
desirable form:

Ministers’ words should be divinely delectable and desirablei theu should
divinely rleasey and divinely profité they should divinely tickler and
divinely take both ear and heart. A minister should be & weightuy srezker?
he should clothe his doctrine in such comelys lovely dresss 2s that he may
by it slide insensibly into his hearers’ hearts. Ministers should clothe
their matter with decent words., The leaves dive some beauty to the tree.
Good matter in an unseemly landuades is like 3 bridht tarer in a sluttish
candlesticks or like a fair body in unhandsome clothess or like a dgold
ring on a2 lerrous hand. "Truth®s saith ones *loves to be rlazinsy but not

sluttish.” As she loves not to be clad in day colourss like 3 wanton
strumretr so not in lousy rads like a nasty creature,!3

12prooksy Worksy 3:212,

13Rrooksy Worksy 31219,
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Thomas Brooks also believed that a ereacher must study dilidently to
demonstrate the arplicability of doctrine to individuzgls’ needs. If a prea-
cher was to have any success» it would not be through makind vadue deneral-
izations about Scrieptures but throudgh showind reorle what they must know or
do in light of certain facts!

To divide the word aright, is to cut outs saith Calvin and otherss to
evervone his rortions as a eparent cutteth out bread to his children:

or 2 cook meat to his duests. A deneral doctrine not arrlieds is as

a2 sword without an eddes not in itselfs but to the reorler who by reason
of their own sindular senslesness and weaknessy are not zble to arply

it to their own estates and conditionsi or as a whole loaf set before
childrens that will do them no dood. A darment fitted for 2ll bodies:
is fit for noboduy$ and that which is sroken to 3ll is taken as sroken to

none. Doctrine is but the drawing of the bowr arrlication is the hitting
of the mark.14

If a rreacher could paint rpictures with wordss but could not draw srecific
arrlications from his texts his preachind would be in vain.

Since Brooks’ treatises were comrilations of his sermonss it is
understandable why he said very little about rreaching in themr and nothind
about sermon rreraration. After 2lly his sermons were delivered to averadge
citizenss not to rreachers or ministerial students. If one is to learn the

art of preaching from Brooksy one must learn by examrle.

14 prookss Workss 3:218,
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II. THE PREACHING STYLE OF THOMAS BROOKS

Fortunately Brooks’ Workssy which have recentls been reprinted by the
Banner of Truth Trust of Endlands remain in the same drammatical form in
which he had them publisheds after he himself revised and corrected them.
The same words and sentences remain Just as Brooks left thems therefore the

works portray Brooks’ stule and not the stule of some later editor.

‘Stule’ Defined

In order to analuze some asrects of Brooks’ preachind stuler it will
be necessary to first clarifys as much as possibles what ‘stule’ is. The
American Heritade Dictionary dives over a dozen definitions to the word.

Two of these definitions dive a dood sense of ‘stule’ as used in this thesis!
*1. The wau in which somethind is said or dones as distinauished from its
substance, 2. The combination of distinctive features of literary or artistic

expressiony executiony or rerformance characterizing a2 rarticular rersons peorley

schools or era."1S John Broaduss in his homiletical classics On the Preraration

and Delivery of Sermonss saysy "A man’s stules thens is his characteristic manner

of expressind his thoudghtss whether in writing or in speech."® R, L. Dabneus the

famous American Presbuterian theolodians in his works Lectures on Sacred Rhetorics

says that the word ‘stule’ ", . . denotes the right use of words as vehicles of

thought.*V7 Jauy Adamssy in his book Pulpit Seeech sausy "Stule fundamentally is

15The American Heritade Dictionary of the Endglish Landuades 1969y s.v.
*stule®,

16)0hn A. Broaduss On the Preraration and Delivery of Sermonss new and rev.
ed. by Jesse Burton Weathersroon (New York: Harerer and Brotherss 1944), =, 223,

17Robert L. Dabneys Sacred Rhetoric orr A Course of Lectures on Preaching
(Edinburdgh: The Banner of Truth Trust, 1979 reerint ed.s n.p.» 1870)y », 271,
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landuade usades which means the choice and use of words. Good stules therefores

involves the study and practiced use of vocabularys drammar and suntax. .+ + .

Stule concerns words and how they are put todether in the attemrt to commun-

icate ideas.'® A sresker’s choice of wordss arrandement of words» methods

of reasoninds number and tuepe of illustrations, his use of fidures of sreech--

all these thindss and mores form and characterize the stule of a sreaker.
Broadus dives some examples of how various sreskind and writing

stules can be classified’® GSome of these stules are here summarized in

order to better rortray the meaning of the term ‘stule’, The "sracious stule®

is @ stule in which the sreaker uses a dreat many lond, impressive sounding

words to exerand his statements and overawe his hearers with his rrofundity

of knowledde. For instances 2 preacher could sayy "It is wrong to tell

lies." A sreaker with 3 seacious stule would says "The inner workinds of

one’s conscience condemn a8s 3 hideous turritude the action of verbalizing

rrevarications.® The "polished stule" is that altering of the sreech so

that all sentences and raradrarhs are kert within about the same lendths.

This stule dives the effect of the rerfectly metered eric roem, The *fine

stule® is the result of words and phrases carefully chosen so as to sound

similary or at least to combine in such a wau as to dgive a rleasing effect

uron the ear. The "flowery stule' is characterized by sbundant sunonums and

illustrationss so sbundant that the central thousht is often lost or obscured

amidst the "pretty flowers® of metarhor and hurerbole., What one might term

the "lecture stule' is that seeech in which the sreaker is only concerned

with facts and reasonind. Such a sreech is as arrealind as the rrosrect of

marrying a cadaver. The listeners need a vibrant and interestind messader

not @ coldy lifeless body of closely reasoned arduments. The orrosite

83y E, Adamss Pulrit Sreech (Grand Rarids! Baker Book Houser 1971)»
P lllc

¥proaduss Preraration and Deliveryy p. 229,
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extreme of the "lecture stuyle' is the "conversational stule'. Broadus sausy
*Preachind must be audience-consciouss rerson to rersont it is somethind

toldi but there are levels of conversationr and the rpulrit is not a rark

benchs nor is the subJect the weatheri wmoreoverr the rlace is the house of

God and the issue is critical.® (Italics mine.)?® These words of Broadus

deserve srecial attention in America today. Irreverance rarades itself

in many churches by the excuse that God likes to "come down to our level®s
fordettind that God is holy and that he condescends to sreak to us and

hear our pravers. The 'conversational stule® in the rpulrit rromotes irrever-
ence amond the reorle.

These examrles of stule are all examrles of bad stules, MNevertheless:
these examrles dive an idea of how broad a studs of stule might become. These
examrles also show how words can be used in many different waus to bring about
various results. Stule is important. A dood sreaking stule is necessary if
a preacher is to interest and affect his hearers.

Some ministers ardue that preachers should not waste time on studyind
and rerfecting a2 rreachind stuley but should simrly preach the truth, These
men fa3il to recodnize that as soon as a sreaker orens his mouth he is speakind
in some ‘stule®. Maube he has a borind stules masbe 2 wandering or ramblind
stules mavbe @ vehement or pomrous stules or even 3 careless or obscure stule.
If @ man does not pay attention to his stuler men will not eay attention to
his messadge, A man who has insights and rrofound thoughts will not receive
2 larde hearing if his words are thrown todether to fors a bad stule., On
the other hands 2 sreaker handling traditional and long accerted truths can
couch those truths in strikind and arrealing terms» making old truths seem

freshy and thereby dain an interested audience. As Rirley saus in his Sacred

20proadusy Preraration and Deliverys p. 229,

—
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Rhetoricr "Nedlidence in resrect to stule is inJustice to one’s thoudhts)
their prorer efficacy is denied them.'@! Broadus exrlains the efficacy of

stule with the helr of & metarhor!

Stule is the glitter and rolish of the warrior’s sword but is also its
keen edge., It can render mediocrity accertable and even attractiver and
rower more powerful still, It can make error seductiver while truth may
lie unnoticed for want of its aid, Shall religious teachers nedlect so
rowerful 2 means of usefulness?22

Imrortance of Good Oral Stule

Havind determined that stule is importants it further needs to be said
that an oral stule is dood in a sreakers and 2 written stule is dood in a
writer. In order to Judde 2 preacher’s stules his sermons must be measured
by those aualities inherent in dood oral stule. The two stules are different.
They are both arprorriate in their rlace. Jaw Adams exrlains!

Oral Endlish proceeds at the sreaker’s ratey whereas written Endlish moves
at the reader’s rate. Thereforesr more reretitions shorter less comrlex
sentencesy and more simrle and concrete words are characteristic of dood
oral Endlish, The listener» unlike the readerr cannot rpause and ronders
he cannot reready he cannot do look ur 3 word in the dictionary., The
vocabulary used in effective oral Endlish is smallers more colorfuly

less abstract.23

Rirleu realized that a written stule did not maske a dood sermons thus he

exhorts epreachers who write their sermons to write as if theu were actually

speaking!

If 2 rreacher habitually writes in 2 simply didactic stules his delivery
will be rather that of & teachers or & readers than of a public sreaker.
Let him break ur his habit of comrositions and adorts in suitable rara-
drarhss 2 bolds nervouss interrodatory stules or the rarids familiars
brief stule of animated conversationy and would not this transformation
of stule naturally transform also his deliveru?24

2l4enry J. Rirleyr Sacred Rhetoric ors Comrosition and Delivery of Sermons»
5th ed. (New York!: Sheldon and Comranys 1879)y e. 132.

22pr0adusy Preparation and Deliverys p. 225.

23pdamsy Pulpit Seeechr . 113,

24pipleyy Sacred Rhetoricy p. 133,
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If oral stule does not make dood written stules and vice-versar then
anyone who critiaues a rreacher’s sermons must taske this fact into consider-
ation, Just because the sermon does not make the best reading does not
mean that it is bad preachind, The reading of 3 dood sermon should reveal
extensive reretition of ideas (although not necessarily in the same words
each time), Other srecific characteristics of dood oral style will be dealt
with in dreater detail later. What is iwmportant to realize at this roint is
that preaching should be .udded differently than one would criticue an essau.
Rirley exrlains the effect of truing to critiaue sreeches in the same manner
as written works?

Moores in his Life of Sheridanr observes that "z rerort verbatim of any
effective sreech must alwaus aprear diffused and undraceful in the rer-
usalé the very reretitions and redundancys the accumulation of erithets
which dave force and momentum to the career of deliverys but wezken and
encumber the march of stule when read.®

'*Some of the best essaus in our landuades" saus Greslews in his

Treatise on Preachingsy "arpear in the share of erinted sermonsi but if

these were to be rreached as thew are rpublisheds thew would be unim-
pressive sermonsy precisely because they are dood essaus,'25

From what has been saids it is evident that dood oral stule is dif-
ferent than dood written stule. A deneral idez of what comprises stule has
also been set forth, Having treated these deneral toricss it would seem
expedient to now start analuzing srecific characteristics of Thomas Brooks”’
rreaching stule., Howeverr one more area should be looked into before doind
on to critieue Brooks’ ereachind stule. The euestion that now needs to be

dezalt with is! Who influenced Brooks’ epreachingd stule?

Influences upon Brooks’ Stule

Brooks studied under the famous Puritan rreachers Thomas Frestony

25Rjiplevs Sacred Rhetorics p. 147,
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and probably under Richard Sibbes as well during his yvears at Emmanuel
Colleder Cambridge. Grosarts the editor of Brooks’ Works» mentions that

some of the ‘savinds’ of Sibbesy which Brooks auotes in his sermonss are

not found anuwhere elsey indicating that Brooks coried them while rersonzlly
listening to Sibbes’ lectures2® These teachers influenced Brooks’ method of
dividing a sermon. The sermons of Sibbes and Brooks almost alwaus follow

a three-fold rartitioning of 2 sermon, These men would rresent a doctrine
from Scrirtures then they would dive lodical rezsons suprorting that doctrines
and finally thew would draw rractical arrlications from that doctrine so

that the hearers could put the doctrine to use in their own lives.

All of these mens teachers and puril aliker were dreatly influenced
by the collede curriculum of that daw. The Bachelor of Arts dedree of that
day was established uron Greek and Roman historys the Classical landuades:
rhetorics lodicy and rhilosorhys The students were well exrosed to the works
of Ciceror Senecar Justinians Xenorhons Aristotles Platos Plutarchr and others.
Although Sibbes rarely auoted from these classical suthorss Brooks auoted them
rrofusely for sermon illustrations.

Since Brooks does auote from the works on rhetoric by Aristotles
Ciceros and Quintillian in his workss he doubtless read those works. These
three ancients are still considered masters on the subdect of rublic sreaking,
John Broadus also considers these men to be doodr and auotes from them fairly

freauently in his Preraration and Delivery of Sermons. From these factsy

it can be assumed that Brooks was trained in sepeakind with 3 hidh redard to
dgood oratorical stuley as set forth by men like Quintillian and Cicero.
0f coursey the Puritan movement had been goind on a dood while

before Brooks entered collede. Perhars there were older Puritans who

26prooksy Workss 18xxvi.
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influenced his stule} he havind heard them rreachr or read their works,
Brooks auotes from the famous old Puritans John Dod. John Dod’s works re-
mained around 3 long time after his death in 1645 at ninetuy-eight wvears of
ade., Peorle endowed his "savinds"' and anecdotes so much that they could

be found pasted on cabin wallss even a century after his death., Laurence
Chaderton was still around duringd Brooks’ time. Chaderton was a "srell-
binder®, Once after he had rreached for two hourss he suddested that he had
done too lond and better stor. His hearers all shouted out for him to con-
tinues even bedding him in the name of God.27

Brooks was» first and foremosts 2 Puritan. He wanted to see the
purification of the church, The Puritansy in orrosition to the Andlican
establishment» sousht by dodly preachinds to make Englishmen knowledsgeable,
orthodoxs and holy., Thoudh various reculiarities of stule existed amongst
the Puritan rreachersi on the wholey thes were in adreement on the main
characteristics of effective preachind.

One main characteristic of Puritan preachind was clarity of exrres-
sion., The Puritans wanted their sermons to be clear and understandable.
Brooks was certainly instructed on the imrortance of clarituyi and beind a
dodly Puritans he shared the same convictions as his fellow Puritans.

One Puritans John Downsmer in his massive treatiser The Christian

Warfarer demonstrates the imrortance of clarity in exepression by the

examrle of Scrirture!

+ « + howsoever the Lord in the rrofunditie of wisdome could have
written in such a loftie stile as would have filled even the most
learned with admirationy uvet he useth a simrle easie stile fit for
the caracity of 211, because it was for the use of all» and necessarie

to salvation to bee understood of all sorts and conditions .28

27yjlliam Hallers The Rise of Puritanism (New York: Coumbia Universitu
Pressy 1938+ reerint ed.» Philadelrhia! University of Pennsulvania Press:
1972)y pp. S54» 55.

28yjlliam Haller» The Rise of Puritanismy p. 130.
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Because the Puritans soudht to be thoroudhly Biblicals they endeavored to
esrloy this same clarity of stule in their sermons. Puritans referred to
their rhetoric as the ‘plain stule’. The Puritans avoided the artificiality
and daintiness of erudition. Thew abhorred the stule which merely showed
off one’s ability to do pretty tricks with words. After all, theu were

to dive account for every idle word spokeny in the day of Juddment. There-
fore thew strove not to impress their auditoryr but rather to imeart under-
standind» to the savind of men’s souls, Richard Sibbes (1577-1635)» in his

famous works The Bruised Reed and Smokind Flaxs chiselled out a2 memorable

note about clarity and truth in reference to rreachind. He said that

ministers!

+ + + should take heed likewise that theu hide not their meaningd in
dark sreechess sreaking in the clouds. Truth feareth nothing so
much as concealments and desireth nothind so much as clearly to be
laid oren to the view of all! when it is most mzkeds it is most
lovely and rowerful,2®

John Flavel (1627-16%91) echoes the same concern for clarity in a

sermon to ministersy savindg!

The dreatest rart of our condredations are roors idnorantsy unredenerated
reorle that know neither their misery nor their remedy. This will direct
us to the dreat doctrines of convictions redenerztions and faithi and
ma3ke us to sit with solicitious minds in our studiess rondering thus in
our hearts! ‘Lords what course shall we takes and what words shall we
chuse [sic] that we may best convey the sense of their sin and dangers
with the fulness and necessity of Christs into their hearts.’ (Itazlics
mine, )30

The Puritans had 2 strond dislike of the dlittery and rpretentious
preaching of the Andlican establishment. Grosharts Sibbes’ biodrarhers
dives an impression of the so-called ‘witty’ stules so much abominated bu

the Puritans!

29Rjichard Sibbesy The Comrlete Works of Richard Sibbess ed.y with
memoiry Rev. Alexander Balloch Grosarts vol. 1% The Bruised Reed and
Smoking Flax (Edinburdgh! James Nichol, 1862)y p. 53.

30 John Flavels The Works of John Flavely vol, é! The Character of a
Comprlete Evandelical Pastors Drawn by Ehrist (Londont W. Baunes and Son»
1820+ reerint ed.» London:! Banner of Truth Trusts 1948),y pr. 571-572.
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The preaching that was fashionable among the ‘wits’ of the university
was a very different thing from the stern rerroofss bold invectives
burnind remonstrancess prorhet-like arreals of William Perkins.

What was now culitvated and extolled was a frivolouss florid elo-
auences that boasted itself on its deftlu-turned troress ite high
flown rararhrases of the classics» esrecially Senecz and Ciceror

and the Fatherss the multirlied cuotations of the ‘sermons’ pub-
lished shewind like purrle ratches on @ thread-bare robe. There

was trick of manners mellifluous cadences simreringd refinements no-
thind more. The Senhouses®' et hoc denus omne [loosely translated--
‘and they’re all the same’] sprinkled eau-de-colodne over their hearers
(if they durst it had been ‘holy water’), while rarched lirs were
athirst for ‘livingd water’--tickled the ear when the heavily-laden
soul sought pardon» the weary resty the bruised balm.32

This animosity toward ‘witty’ rreachingd drew out of the Puritan zeal for
the clear proclamation of the dosrely as is arrarent from the rprevious
auote,

In that the Puritans practiced clarity of exrression in their sermons»
this ‘rlain’ stule should not be misconstrued as dullness. Truer there
were some Puritans whose stule would seem more like 2 theolodical lecture,
William Gouge and John Owen were more technical in their sermons and
writinds than most of the other Puritans., If anuvone has read John Owen:
he knows it must be read carefully and slowly for comprehension. Yet Owen’s
auality of matter drew a2 crowd of two thousand in London on 2 redular
basis, MNeverthelessy most of the Puritans made freauent use of endading
illustrations.

Brooks’ stule was also influenced by the Puritans’ conviction

that a sermon should not only be cleary and doctrinally sounds but that

31Richard Senhouse was considered foremost as 3 collector of all sorts
of witty ‘knick-knacks’s He flaunted his knowledde of trivia to imeress
his hearers and dzin dlory and arrlause to himself. He was arrointed a bishor
for his cleverness. See Hallery Rise of Puritanism» rp, 76-78.

32pev, Alexander Balloch Grosharts *"Memoir of Richard Sibbess D.D.*
in The Comrlete Works of Richard Sibbess Vol. 1y ed. the Rev., Alexander

Bzalloch Groshart (Edinburgh: James Nichols 1862)y epr. 38y 39.
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it should also be enJouable or winsome, Oftens it was throudh the use
of illustrations that Puritans made the sermons endadind.

The Puritans used illustrations from their contemrorary settind,
as well as enthrallingd stories from history, Their sermons abounded in
metarhor and simile. The Westminster Directory of Worshir saw the need
for makind a2 sermon endoyable throush using illustration! *The illustra-
tions» of what kind soevers ought to be full of light, and such as may

convey the truth into the hearer’s heart with seirituazl delight.' (Italics

mine.)33 The Puritan manner of illustrating conformed to their central
desirey to renetrate the minds and hearts of reorles to direct them in
dodly livind, Stories and fidures of sreech were not merely ornaments to
be roured without measure into the sermons but were to be used for 2z pur-
rose. Illustrations served to clarify, to keer the hearer’s interest us
to inseirer and to serve as examrles, Alsos since the hearers delighted in
the illustrationss the preacher’s messade was rendered more razlatable.
Solomon had saids *. . . sweetness of sereech increases persuasiveness,'34
And most certainly did the Puritans want to be rpersuasive.
The difference between the Puritans’ illustrations and those of

the ‘witty’ preacherss is that for the Puritans!

Whatever contributed to edification was but @ means of ereaching naked

Christ. Whatever did not was vanituy., The primary obJjection to meta-
rhusical wits learned 2llusionsy tads of Greek and Latins snatches

33The Confession of Faithi the Larder and Shorter Catechismssy with the
Scrirture Proofs at Larde! todether with The Sum of Saving Knowleddes (contzined
in the Holy Scrirturess and Held Forth in the said Confession and Catechismsy)
and Practical Use thereofi Covenantss National and Solemn Leaduei acknowl-
eddesent of Sinss and Endadement to Dutiesy Directories for Publick and Family
Worshiri Form of Church Governments etc. Of Publick Authority in the Church
of Scotlandy with Acts of Assembly and Parliamentr Relative to and Arrrobative
of the Same. Re-issued by The Publications Committee of the Free Presbuterian
Church of Scotlands 1976y p. 380. [This is the only title and rublication
information dgiven.]

34prov, 16121 (NASE). [NASB = New American Standard Rible.]
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from the heathen roets and rhilosorhersy and 211 fidures of seeech

derendind uron recondite knowledde was that many members of the

audience were sure to miss the point. The Puritan preacher was auite

prerared to use anything he knew as means to his ends but the end was

to make everubody feel the force and reality of what he was savind, . .

His sermons were sown thick with imaderys but his imades were drawn

from sources which rpeorle felt they knews . . 35

The Puritans were masters at making rictures with words as well as

using picturesaue words, Theu especially liked to draw their illustrations
from the Endland they knewi from farm lifeyr the seas roadside scenessy the
city market or whatever was familiar to their hearers. One Puritan scholary
William Hallersy sums it up nicely!

Illustrations of doctrine drawn from everuday lifesy esrecially when

touched with something like the interest of narrativer rlainly took

with the reorle. The men of the rulrit conseauently bedan to make 2

feature of such devicess exercising their indenuity to make the

little picture or fable familiary vividy aepeproeriates and in itself

striking and amusing,36

Maube there is a certain man that influenced Brooks more than anothers

but it would be hard to tell. Brooks’ one main differencer his outstandindg
differences is his abundant use of illustrations. If any reader were to
comrare the works of Richard Sibbess Jeremizh Burroudhss William Bridder
John Flavels Samuel Rutherfords Samuel Boltons Robert Roltons Joserh
Alleiney Richard Baxters Thomas Watsons, Thomas Bostons John Owens Thomas
Goodwiny William Goudes or Sterhen Charnock--zny of these Puritansy
adainst Thomas Brookss one would find Brooks to be fuller in illustrations.

If anyone influenced Brooks in this wayy it seems that Brooks went fur-

ther to make the use of illustrations his strong roint.

35Hallers Rise of Puritanisms £, 140,

3B1hid.s F. 148,
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I11. SPECIFIC CHARACTERISTICS OF BROOKS’ STYLE

Havind now looked at the more deneral characteristics of stules
seen the importance of a dood oral stuler and looked into some of the
influences uron Brooks’ stule--the seecific characteristics of Brooks’
stule should now be dealt with., If Thomas Brooks is a model Puritan
ereachery the sepecific characteristics of his preachind are worthy of
study and imitation. One does not admire a beautiful rainting and
simply do0 off to raint masterrieces, It is only in careful study and
practice of particulars that one acauires the ability to be dreat in
any field. So alsos it is only in the close study of Brooks’ ereaching
characteristics that one may learn to rpreach like Brooks. The Arostle

John exhorts believers to *. . . imitate . . . what is dood.*37

Use of Reretition

The first good auality of Brooks’ stule to be observed is his use
of reretition. As was mentioned befores dood oral stule is reretitious
in comrarison to dood written stule. The reason for this is that the hearer
cannot take time to slowly think on each idea of the sreech because the
sreech keers moving at a fast rate. Alsor & hearer’s mind might be easily
distracted from the sreakers line of thought. By the time the listener fo-
cuses back on the sermons he mag have missed an imrortant indredient in the
rpreacher’s line of ardument., Thus the hearer will totally miss that rart of
the sermon unless the rreacher rereats himself.

Reretition is the mother of memory., By reiteratind imrortant pointss

a2 preacher helps fix these ideas in his listeners memory. Since rreachers

373 John 11 (NASB).
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are rresentind eternal truths that rrovide duidance to salvations one of

their prime obJectives should be to fix their words uron their reorles’ minds.
Some sreakers might speak in order to move the reorle by their emotionsy

for the purrose of dettind them to make a one time commitment. Some orators
seek only to entertain their audience and dain their arproval. The Christian
minister’s obJective is not these. The Christian minister must remind his
flock of the messade of Scrirture that leads to salvation. He is concerned
that mens womens bousy and dirls fordet not the truths that lead to salvation.
The Arostle Peter sausy "I shall always be ready to remind sou of these things
[i.esy the thinds havind to do with eternal salvationls even though wou already
know themr and have been established in the truth which is rresent with wou.®
(Italics mine.)3®

In some cases it may be dood to restate a rhrase or sentence in the
very same words. Most oftens howevers an idea should be rerhrased and fitted
with different terminology. By this reretitiony clarity of understanding is
rromoted. If a listener doesn’t understand or fully drase the sidnificance
at firsty maube the second or third restatement will hit the mark.

It must be said that reretition of some simrle idear that is suffi-
ciently clear in the first exrlanations will only weary and disdust the
listener. Reretition of all mattersy 3ll1 of the timer makes a srezker borind.
Preachers should heed the suddgestion of Broadus on this roint! *It is
wretchedly tiresome to hear a man carefullu exrlaining what evervone rresent
understands beforehands or continuing to rereat and oren and illustrate what
he had already made sufficiently rlain,*39 Evidently moderation must be ob-
served in the emrlouyment of reretition. What midht be excessive reretition for

one idear might be insufficient for another. The ereacher must decide what the

382 pet. 1112 (NASB). cf. 2 Pet. 1:13-153 3:1,2,

3% roaduss Preraration and Deliveryy g, 251,
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weightier parts of his sermon are and use restatement in those rlaces.
Brooks uses much reretition when he dives men a solemn warning adainst
damning themselves!

Wells dentlemens for 2 closes remember thiss that as Noah was drunk
with his own wines and as Goliath was beheaded with his own swords and
as the rose is destrowed by the canker that it breeds in itselfs and as
Adrierpina was killed by Neror to whom she dgave breathi so if ever wou are
eternally destroveds wou will be destroved by wourselvesi if ever you are
scourded to deaths it will be by rods of vour own makingdi and if ever the
bitter cur of damnation be rput into wour handsy it will be found to be of
Your own Preraringds minglings and embittering 40

In the auotation abover Brooks uses four examrles of reorle or thinds
that were harmed by things they created or made, He then statess four timess
that rersons who are eternally damned damn themselves. Sometimes he rereats
the exact same words. For instancer he savss *, + . drunk with his own winer
e « +» “and " + + + beheaded with his own swords + « «+ * (Italics mine.) He

rereats "if ever® four times. Notice the exact reretition in the followind

two phrasest *. + + if ever wou are eternally destrovedr wou will be

destroved by wourselvesi if ever wou are undoney wou will be undone by wour-

selvesi + + +" (Italics mine.) This exact reretition dives the ring of
importance to his words. It is like Jesus sawing» "Truly, trulyy I say unto
wous + +" Brooks’ messadey at this rointy is weidhty ands thereforer rermits
such use of reretition.

Too much exact reretition gives the imeression of triviality, like
a little child singind a nursery rhume adain and again without ceasing. For
this reason Brooks uses sunonomous exrressions to rrevent monotonos. Notice
that he has four different exrressions for the concert of eternzl damnation?
*eternally destrowed"s ‘undone®s *scourded to death's and *bitter cup of
damnation put into vour hands®, The idea is driven home by the reretitions

but not so as to be monotonous.

40p,ooksy Worksy 219,
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Brooks uses reretition to hele clarifu the difference between foolish

Bible study and wise Bible studu!

The devil knows he is no losers and the curious soul but a2 very little
dainery if he can but rersuade him to srend most of his eprecious time in
studuing and rorind urpon the most darks musteriouss and hidden thinds of
God. He that affects to read the Revelation of John more that his rlain
eristlesy or Daniel’s prorhecies more than David’s Psalmsy and is more
busy about reconcilindg difficult scrirtures than he is about mortifuing
of unruly lustss or that is set more uron vain seeculations than ueon
thinds that make most for edificationr he is not the man that is cut out
for closet-praver. (Italics mine.,)

The italicized phrases are all rerresentations of ‘foolish Bible study’, He
rereats these examrles in order to dive the listener 3 clear concertion of

unwise Bible study as comrared with rrudent Bible studu.

Use of Simeples Seecificsy Concrete Words

From these auotes of Brooks it can be seen that wise use of reretition
makes a8 dood preaching stule. Another characteristic of dood ereachind stule
is the use of simeler specifics and concrete words. Since the preacher
generally sreaks to a2 broad class of rersonss he must adart his terms to the
caracity of idnorant and intellident alike. The intellident can understand
simple wordss but the simrle cannot understand larde words. Therefore the
words must be simele. This does not mean that the sreech must be borind, If
one uses simple words in unusual wausy the rpeorles’ interest will be stirred

and they will remember what is said. For instances to sauw "The sharp

prodectiler movind raridly throudh the airs entered the thoracic cavity and
rerforated a primary ordans" would be to use sorhisticated, denerals and
abstract words. To sayr "The cuick sepear buried itself in his hearts"® is to
use simrler srecificr and concrete terms in an unusual way,

The Biblicel writers were masters of stule in many waus. They used

prookss Worksy 21282,
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simrler specifics and concrete words in unusual waus. “Then the hand of the
Lord was on Elidah» and he dirded ur his loins and outran Ahab to Jezreel,'
is a good examrle#2 God has no hands since he is a sepirit., Yet the ex-
pression is more vivid than sauvinds "Elidjah felt a sense of phusical and
spiritual strengtheninds etc.® Great literary fidures are also known for
their ability to use a limited vocabulary effectively, For comrarisons the
averade collede student’s vocabulary consists of aprroximately 250,000 words:
while the vocabulary of common reorle is about 204000 words#3 Miltons
considered by many as the dreatest Endlish roets emploved a little more than
11,000 different words in his writindss while Shakesreares considered as the
dreatest Endlish rlauwrights, used only about 25,000 different words#4 These
exanrles demonstrate that an effective stule is not derendent uron 2 larde
vocabularys but rather upon an effective use of basic vocabulary., One
rhetorician does so far as savindsy "The kinds of words used in sepeaking to
children are rrobably the most iwmrortant kinds of words to use in sepeaking
clearly and forcefully in the pulpit,'45
Thomas Brooks had an audience drawn from different stations in life.

He kert his preaching interestinds but kert the vocabulary simrle. Every
now and then 2 refined word might be useds but it is usually accompznied
with an exerlanation of its meanindr or else followed by a few synomums. In
the following auote Brooks uses words that are simeles srecificy and concrete
in characterizind the ridour of the Christian lifet

As there was no way to paradise but by 3 flaming swords nor no way to

Canaan but through a howlind wildernessr so there is no way to heaven
but by the gates of helli there is no waw to a dlorious exaltation but

424 Kindgs 18:44 (NASB).

43pdamssy Pulpit Seeechy p. 117,
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through 3 sea of tribulations of rersecutionr Acts xiv.21+22, The way
to heaven is not strewed with rosess but full of thorns and briarss as
those ‘of whom this world is not worthy’ have always exrperienced»

Heb. xi .46

Teras like *flamind sword"» *howlind wilderness's 'dates of hell"»
*strewed with roses"s and "full of thorns and briars® auickly form pictures
in the mind. If Brooks had only used abstract terms like "hardshir's *trouble-
some"y °*difficult®» and “"problematic®s the colorful pictures would be done--zs
would the derth of comrrehension afforded the hearer.

Notice how effectively Brooks exrlains the feelind of a duilty con-
science! "So Daniel chose rather to be cast among lions than that his con-
science should be a lion within hims , + + "#7 The idea of a blood-thirsty
lion inside of 2 mans roarind and tearing with his clawsy dives an accurate
and effective descrirtion of a duilty conscience.

Brooks beautifully exrlains the sufficiency of Scrirture with simrle
words in effective arrandement!

0 sirs! the blessed scrirtures are sufficient to direct us fully in
eversthing that belonds to the worshir and service of Godr so as that
we need not derend uron the wisdoms rrudences carer and authority of
any man under heaven to direct us in matters of worshir! 2 Tim., iii.1é, 17
‘All scrirture is diven by insepiration of Gods and is profitable for
doctriner for reeroofs for correctiony for instruction in ridghteous-
ness! that the man of God mavy be rerfects thoroushly furnished unto
all good works.’ The scrirtures are sufficient to inform the idnorant:
to confute the erroneouss to reform the viciousy and to duide and
directr surrort and comfort, those that are dracious. Here a lamb may
wadey and an elerhant mav swimi here is milk for babes and meat for
strond meny here is comfort for the afflictedr and succour for the
temrteds and ease for the straiteneds etc. Ohs how full of lidhts

how full of lifes how full of loves how full of sweetnessss how full

of doodnessy how full of ridhteousness and holinessy etc.y is every
charters and every verse in every charters uvezs and every line in
every verse!48

Lambs wading and elerhants swimming are srecific terms. Instead of savindy

4SBrooiLSr Worksy 51418,

Tprooksy Worksy 51419,

48prookss Worksy 53428,
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*All animals can be accommodated in this water»® Brooks dets srecific--
*elerhants® and "lambs'. ‘Babes® and "strong men' are contrasts that are
easy to picture also. If Brooks had used abstract or deneral terms» his
sermons would lose much of their clarity and vidor.

In another rlace Brooks sreaks of the value of 3 clear conscience.
Notice the number and variety of concrete and srecific terms!

A dood conscience is an imprednable fort., It fears no coloursi it
will enable 2 man to stand adainst the fiercest batteries of men and
devils. A dgood conscience will fill a man with courade and comfort
in the midst of all his troubles and distresses. Paul had enoudgh to
say for himself when standing before the councili he could says ‘Men
and brethreny I have lived in all dood conscience before God until
this days’ Acts xxiii.1r2., And thoudh as soon as he had said sor
Annanias commanded to smite him on the mouths uwet he bears ur bravelys
because his conscience did not smite him» but acauit him. That man
can never want music whose conscience sreaks in consorts and is har-
monious with himself. A dood conscience is a raradise in the wilder-
nessy it is riches in povertyr and health in sicknessy and strendth in
weaknessy and liberty in bondsy and life in deathy Isa. xxxviii.3 A
good conscience will enable 2 man to triumerh over innumerable evils
weas over death itself. Death to such a2 rerson is not the kind of
terrorsy but the kind of desiresy Phil., 1,23, A dood conscience will
be a2 Christian’s best friend in the worst times# it will be 2 sword
to defend himy 2 staff to support himy 2 rillar of fire to lead him
a2 Joserh to nourish hims 2 Dorcas to clothe hims 2 Canaan to refresh
himr and a feast to delight him! ‘He that is of a merry heart hath

a continual feasts’ Prov. xv.15.%

Brooks refers to obdects such as 2 sword and & staff., He mentions reorle
and rlaces that rerresent comforting Bible stories. Brooks uses srecific
thinds and eventss in order that his listeners should understand and feel
the reality of somethind purely spirituzli in this caser the comfort of
an urright conscience.

Brooks was eaually adert in portraving evil men and wickedness as
he was at portraving sepiritual aualities and righteousness. From Brooks’

treatisey The Crown and Glory of Christianitys he describes flatterers!

Flatterers are devouring caterpillars! flatterers’ tondues do more
mischief than rersecutors’ swordsy for their swords can but destroy
the bodies of mens but flatterers’ tondues destrow the souls of men.

49prooksy Worksy 5:502-503,
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Flatterers are the dreatest soul-cheaters and soul-undoers in the
world, Flatterers dare call vice virtuer they dare call rride neat-
ness» covetousness dood husbandrys drunkeness good-fellowhirs prodi-
dality liberality, wantoness a2 trick of wouth» passion zealsy revende

‘ courades etc. They dare call enormities infirmitiess and wicked-

1 nesses weaknessesi thew dare call dreat sins little sinsy little sins
no sinsy they guild over all their poisonous rills with golds thew
draw the fairest dglove uron the foulest handy they law their neatest
colours uron the filthiest soress they put their best raint uron the

1 worst facess and the richest robes uron the most diseased bodiesi and
by these devices they entandle many to their utter ruin! Prov. xxix.5s
‘A man that flattereth his neighbour sepreadeth a net for his feet.’
The Hebrew word--Machalik from Chalak--that is here rendered
flatterery» sidgnifies a2 smooth-bootsy a softs butter-sroken mané
because flattererss the better to deceiver do use to oil their
tondues and to butter their lirsy that so by their smooths soft sreeches
they may the more insinuate themselves into men’s affectionss and so
make way for their destruction. Flatterers have their silken nets to
ensnare and entandgle roor souls to their eternzl ruin., Looks as fowlers
strew corn and lav baits to draw birds into their netsi or look» as
hunters seread their netss that they may tazke beasts and rrey uron
thems or make 3 prev of themi so flatterersy they seread their nets that

! they mav catch eoor soulss and either eprey upon thems or else make a2
erey of them, Flattery is the devil’s invisible neti and harry is

4 that soul that escares it.50

Brooks likens flatterers to devourind caterrillars and stealthy hunters or
trarrers. He compares flatterers to devious rharmacolodists that would
seduce innocent victims into takind prettys dolden hued tabletsi the vic-
tims not susrecting that the rills are poisonous. Flatterers are disease-
rlagued women that hide their rottens runny cankers with rich clothing and
. soft-toned cosmetics. Flattery is like smooth leather bootss like butters
or oiled lirs in its first aserrearances but these are decertions that lead
one to a deathtrar. By using such precise obJectss which the common hearer
is familiar withy and which are easu to visualizes Brooks makes sure that

his auditors draser the subJect and remember it.

Use of Sunonums

Urs to this roint two main asrects of a dood rreachindg stule have

50Brooksy Worksy 4:203-204,
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been discussed and exemrlified from Brooks’ sermons. Firsts, reretition was
seen to be more abundantly needed since the hearers are unable to do back
and hear some part of the sermon theuy might have missed or misunderstood.
Secondlys the seeaker’s vocabulary was shown to need words that are simrley
and not comrlexi srecifics and not denerali and concretes not abstract.
Another techniaue that imeroves preachind stule is the use of sunonums,

The swnonum’s basic function is to add clarity to the meaning
beind conveved. Some reorle are accustomed to resular usade of one word
for a particular obJect or actions while others commonly use a different
term for the same thind, A word that might auickly condure ur an imade
in one person’s brain might have little or no effect uron another rerson.
What one rerson calls a ‘lavatory’ might be a ‘sink’ to another man» or
a8 ‘washbasin’ or ‘washbowl’ to even another. If 23 hearer’s mind stumbles
over an unfamiliar word or ideay he will tend to lose the rreachers line
of reasoning or descrirtion. Thereforer sunonums are dood helrers to 2
rreacher.

Sunonums can alsor when strund todethers impress a thought uron
the reader. This effect is close to the effect of reretition, in stres-
singd an idea which the rreacher considers of sgreat imrortance. Also
synonuyns might be used simrly to rrevent the monotons which 2 word causes
when rereated many times in a short srace.

In Brooks’ treatises The Privy Keu of Heaven» he uses sunongms in

urgding his listeners to look at the dood side of their afflictions azs well

as the bad side. He sauss

If we should come into a painter’s or limner’s shory and see a
picture half drawns it might trouble us and startle usy if it did not
fridht us and amaze usi but uets when the picture is rerfectedr com-
rletedy and finished» it may prove a very bezuteouss lovelus tazking
riece. The arrlication is easy. Lookr a3s every Juddments every
afflctions every rods hath its blacks dark sides so every Juddments
every afflictions hath its bridht side too. Nows it is the wisdom

GONENANT THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
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of a2 Christian to look on the bright side of the rods the cloud, as
well as it is his work to look on the dark side of the rod» the cloud.
When a Christian looks uron the dark side of the clouds he should be
humbled and abasedi but when he looks uron the bright side of the
cloudr he should be comforted and cheeredr James v.11. He that is
still a-lookind on the briary side of the rods will be very art to
fret and faint under the rodi but he that looks on the rosemary side
of the rods as well as the briary side of the rods he will bear ur
patiently, dallantlyr and cheerfully under the rod:. The voice of the
rod is» Look on both sidess look on both sides./51
Brooks uses "painter® and *limner® as sunonums. ‘Trouble®s "startle®s
*fright"sy and "amaze" are used a3s sunonyms. “Perfected'» "comrleted®»
and "finished® are used sunonomously, ‘Beauteous®» "lovely", and "taking'
are 2ll sunonomous. All these sunonuyms are used in only the first sentence
of the rparadrarh. The rest of the raradrarh has many other sunonums which
can be easily picked out uron observation. The imrportant fact to be observed
is that Brooks uses enough sunonums to be sure his hearer clearly understands
the point he is makind., This abundant use of sunonums may seem boring to
the readery but this is actually effective oral stule. It is rrobably best
to read such sermons aloud at 3 medium-fast epace in order to better drase
the auality of the stule. If Brooks did not use this reretitions the
hearers (since their minds would now and then wander from the sermon) would
not accurately comrrehend the messade, On the other handy if Brooks alwaus
rereated the same exact wordsy and did not use sunonumss he would become

monotonous. He would 3lso lose his clarityr since some of his words misht

be unfamiliar to various rersons in his asudience.

Definind Terms and Ideas

Besides usind sunonums there is another way to insure meximum

clarity of comerehensiont! by definind terms and ideas. There are basically

51pr00kss Workss 2:154,
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three different methods of definition! by contrasts by comrarisonr and by
analogy, Not only are these methods of definitions or exrlanations
valuable to clarityy but theu also are effective in affecting the emotions.
0f comrarisonss Broadus saysi
Comparison is often very effective in awakening emotion. Thus we
make men feel more deerly how shameful is indratitude to Gods by first
presentind some affectind case of indratitude to a human benefactor.
The emotion excited by somethind as redards which men feel readily
and deerluyy is transferred to the ob.dect compared. For examples

*Like as a father ritieth his childrens so the Lord pitieth them
that fear him,'52

By Comrarison

Comparisons contrasts and analodys thousgh similar in that they define
obJects and ideas» are different in the manner in which thew exrlzin these
thinds. Comrarison describes something as beind liker or similar to»
somethind else. For examrley 3 chair may be compared to a bench, They

are made of the same materialsy usually have four leds and a seat.

By Contrast

Contrast describes something in 2 nedative manner. Instead of savind
what somethind is like» contrast saws what somethind is not like. The use
of contrast can be very beneficial when treatind some obJect or idea that
may easily be confused with another similar obJject or idea. A deneral
descrirtion of 2 Bedlindton Terrier might make one think of a sheer,

They both have curly hair and & very similar shares a3t first dglance.
By contrasts 2 Bedlindton Terrier has four londs sharp» rointed canine
teeths which a sheer does not. A Bedlindton Terrier does not have hoofsy

but has paws, By showind the differencesr a clearer ricture is produced.

52proaduss Preraration and Deliveryy . 221.
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By Analody

Analody is almost the same as comearison. A comparison is surrosed
to liken obJects or ideas that are directly similari either in arrearances
functions or character. An anzlody is surrosed to compare obJects or ideas
that may seem very dissimilars but are similar in the waw in which they
mutually relate to some obdect or theme. A garbade can and a cemetery are
not directly similar to one another, Both of these obJectss howevers bear
a2 similar relationshir to the theme of disuse, Just as the darbade can
receives those thinds which have been used and have no more usefulnesss so
a8 draveuard receives the bodies of beinds that no londer functions that
are put away because they have no more usefulness., Just as the darbade
thrown out is fordotteny so the rpeorle laid in the cemetery are soon
forgotten,
For the purrose of stuler it is not imrortant to be able to

distinduish between a comearison or an analody., Rhetoricians may debate
the difference and insist upon distinctions, The rreacher should primarily
be careful that he can define his ideass whether or not he can distinduish
between 2 comrarison or an analode. Even Broadus admits the difficulty in
distinguishing an analodsy from a comrarison when he sausy ", . . 2nalodous
obdects will freauently be similary 2lsosr and this fact has helred to obscure
to men’s minds the distinction [i.e.s between an analody and 2 comearisonl
000.53

Brooks was a skillful master in definind Biblical truths by comrari-
sonsy contrastss and anzlodies. He could both clarify and vivify seiritual

truth by these methods. In his treatise» The Crown and Glory of Christianity,

saﬁroadUSu Preraration and Deliveryr P, 178,
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Brooks colorfully exrlains that true rerentance must be comeleter and not

partial!

True rerentance is 2 turningd» not from some siny but from every sini

Ezek. xviii.30y ‘Rerents and turn wourselves from 23ll wour transdressionsi
s0 iniguity shall not be wour ruin.’ Every sin strikes at the law of God»
the honour of Gods the beind of Godr and the dlory of Godi and therefore
the renitent must strike at all., Every sin fetcheth blood from the heart
of Christs and every sin is 2 drief and vexation to the Sepirit of Christs
and therefore the renitent must set uron crucifuing of all. Everu sin is
an enem¥ to 2 man’s communion with God# and therefore he must set uron
forsaking of all. If ever thou are savedr 0 mans thou must rerent as well
of thy Achans as thy Absalomss of thy Rimmons as of thy Mammons» of thy
Davids as of thy Goliathss of thy secret as well as thy oren sinsy of thu
loved as well as thy loathed lustsy of thy babe-transdressions as well as
of thy diant-like rrovocations. If thy repentance be not universaly it
will never be effectual. If a shir springd three leakss and only two be
storredy the third will certazinly sink the shiré or if 2 man hath two
danderous wounds in his bodys and takes only order for the cure of ones
the other will undoubtedly kill him# or if 2 man hath two drievous
diseases uron hims and will only deal with the rhysician for remedies
adainst the oney he will without 211 reradventure rperish by the rrevelancy
of the other.54

Brooks comrares man’s soul to 8 shier and to the body of a rerson.

Sin’s damnind rower is likened to leaks in a2 shirs wounds in a bodyr and
diseases of a body, Partizl rerentance is rerresented as partial treatment

of all these problems. These comrarisons could technically be called analodies
because each examrle is likened to rartizl rerpentance in its effects and
because these examrles have no similarity of nature with each other.

In the followind excerrts Brooks uses contrast in order to differen-
tiate true rerentance from false rerentance. He realized how easily the two
might be confuseds and so he clarifies by showind what true rerentance is not!

+ » + thou canst as well wash a blackamoor white at epleasures as thou
canst rerent at rpleasurei thou canst as well raise the dead at epleasures
as thou canst rerent at rleasures thou canst as well make a world at
rleasurey as thou canst rerent at rpleasurei thou canst as well stor the
course of the sun 3t rpleasures as thou canst rerent at rleasure’ thou
canst as well put the sea in 8 cockle-shell at rleasures and measure

the earth with a3 seran at rleasurer as thou canst rerent at rleasure! . . .
I confess that if to rerent were to hand down the head like a bulrush

for 2 dayy or to whine with Saul for an hours or to rut on sackcloth
and walk softly with Ahab for a3 short sraces or to confess with Judas,

54prookss Workss 41193,
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‘I have sinneds’ or to savy with Simon Madusy ‘Pray to the Lord for mes’
or to tremble with Felix for 3 moment--I sayy if this were to rerent,
doubtless wou might rerent at rleasurei but 3las! friendss to rerent
is another thinds to rerent is the hardest and difficultest work in the

worlds . . .55
Brooks refers to the Biblical examrles of men» who had a2 kind of false
rerentance. In all these examrles Brooks is showing what true rerentance is
not. He shows that true rerentance is not an outward posturer an outward
weerindy outward punishment of the bodys, or a mere recodnition of suilt.
Such clear delineation of spiritual realities should be striven for by all
preachers. The clearer the truth iss the stronder the conviction will be,

Brooks is even able to use an analody to describe the almost inde-

scribable, Brooks maintains that the Christian’s Joy is 2 deerr inwardy
abiding Jow that can remain even durind troubles and trials. This Jowr midht
not always be seen by a bright,» smiling facei wet it is alwaus rresent in the
man that walks close to the Lord., Brooks sausy

+ + + the Jov of the saints is chiefly and mainly an inward Joyr 2

spiritual Joyr a Jov that lies remote from a carnzl ewve. The Jow of

a Christian lies deers it cannot be exerresseds it cannot be rainted.

Looks as no man can paint the sweetness of the honewucombs nor the

sweetness of a cluster of graress nor the fragrancy of the rose of

Sharoni so no man can paint out the sweetness and seiritualness of a

Christian’s Jows it lies so deer and low in 2 dracious heart.S6
Brooks likens the indescribableness of Christian Jow with the indescribable-
ness of sweetness and fradrancyr and thereby describes the indescribableness!
In effects he saus that Christian Jou must be exrerienced in order to be
understoods Just as the sweetness of honew or drares must be exrerienced to be
understood. This comearison not only heles define Christian Joy» but it
affects the sentiments of the listeners. When Brooks likens Christian Jow to

honeyy graresy and 2 fradrant roseis he shows the desirableness of this Jouys

and helps incline his auditory’s hearts toward obtazinind such seriritual Jou.

55prooksy Worksy 41192,
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Sentence and Paragrarh Structure

| Comrparisons contrasts, and anzlody have been seen to be effective in
defining and enhancing the preacher’s sermon, Sunonums and synonomous
expressions have been evidenced to be valuable tools to a dood oral stule.

It has been shown that reeetitions though borind to the written stuler is
essential to an effective preachind stule. Alsos the choice of prorer words
has been studied! that iss the use of simrle and srecific words, as well as
concrete termsy with their ability to make expression clearer and more vivid,
Besides these aualities of dood oral stules sentence structure can be used to
iwrrove the stule of the sermon.

The ordanization of the sentence can make ideas clears ory if badly
ordanizedr muddle the intended meaning. If one saids "I found a black dod’s
collary* one might wonder whether the collar was black or the dod was black,
To says "Drunkenness freauently is the cause of damnations® might cause the
hearer to wonder whether freauent drunkenness is the cause of damnations or
whether drunkenness is a freauent cause of damnation. Carefulness on the eart

of the epreacher will helr prevent such confusing constructions.

Prevent Monotony through Variation

Variation of sentence structure also helrs rrevent monotony. There
is a usual arrangement followed in an Endlish sentencer "The usual arrandement
of an Endlish sentence is this! addectives modifuind the subject: subdect
adJective rhrase or clauses verby adverb or adverbial rhrase or clauses obJect

or other complements with modifiers.'3” If the usual structure is zlwaws held

574, Widfall Green et 3l.» Comerlete Collede Comrositions 2nd ed., (New
York: Arrleton-Century-Croftss Inc.» 1945)y p. 236,
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tor the stule will not be 3s interesting as a stule in which an occasionzl dif-
ference in structure keers the mind zlert,
Besides rrevention of monotonys unusuzl sentence structure can be used
to draw attention to & rarticular word or drour of words. Broadus saus»
The most prominent position in 3 sentence is the bedinnindy and next
\ to this» the end. If now 2 word whichy according to the common grammatical
“ orders would come elsewhere be rplaced at the bedinning or the end, it will
attract serecial attentioni it will become one of the imrortants the

[ enrhatic words of the sentence. And in deneraly to put a word out of its
| ordinary place will cause it to be specially noticed.58

Periodic Sentence

Over the centuriesy rparticular names have been diven to some basically
different tures of sentences. One ture of sentence has been termed the
*reriodic sentence.® The reriodic sentence is defined as ", . . 3 sentence
in which the meanind is not comrlete until the end of the sentence is
reacheds + + .39 Broadus savss ", . . any sentence is called a reriod when
the sense is so susrended as to be nowhere complete till we reach the last

clause,"® An examrle of 2 reriodic sentence might bet! *Finallys after uears

. of hard toils and lond nights srent in study with little hore of successs

he saw his translations now in print." The meanind of the sentence may not

be duessed until it is diven at the end of the sentence., This structure
intridues the reader. Of courses if this ture of sentence structure were

{ " too freauently useds it would lose its rower, The normal structure of this
same sentence would not provoke much interest! "He finally saw his translation

in print after uears of hard toilr and long nights serent in study with little

58proaduss Preraration and Deliverys p., 258,
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hore of success.” This second structure does not have rower to hold the hearers
attention, The central fact of the sentence is revealed in the first seven
words, The other rart of the sentence could be drorred and the essential fact
would still remain. After the derm of thought is revealed the listener will
lose interest in the remaining details.

Brooks uses an occasional reriodic sentencer sometimes for variety and

sometimes for effect, In The Golden Key to Oren Hidden Treasuress he sausy

Could I make as many prasvers 25 might be riled ur between heaven and earths
and weer as much blood as there is water in the sear wet 2l1 this could not
procure the rardon of one sins nor one smile from Gody etc.S?

In another rlace Brooks savsy

0 sirs! looks that as sin has infected both the souls and bodies of the

electy and chiefly their soulsy where it hath its chief seats so Christ,

to exriate this siny did suffer unsreakable sorrows and trouble in his

souly as well as torture in his bodyi ‘for mu soul is troubled’ saith he 82
The arrandement of both these sentences is more intriduind than if the subject
and verb were rlaced first in the order. The susrense created by the reriodic
structure intensifies the listener’s interesty thereby eprovokind the hearer to
use his hearind and thinking abilities to their fullest.

There are other tures of sentence forms which can be used for variation

and emphasis., Many rpeorle will vary their sentence structure in their everudau
speakinds thoush thew do so unconsciously, The ereacher should become

conscious of his sentence structure and strive to vary his sentence stule.

Alwost a1l books on Endglish composition and rhetoric discuss sentence structure.

Sentence Rhuthm

Brooks sometimes arrandes phrases in such 3 way that a rhuthm is

81Brookss Worksy 5149,
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produced, Christ sroke in similar wavs. The Beatitudes are an excellent examrle
of dood sentence rhutha., The occasional use of sentence rhuths makes the words
more strikind and also more memorable. Here are some examples of sentence
rhuthe!
fs there was no way to paradise but by a flaming swordr» nor no way to
Canaan but through 2 howlind wildernesss so there is no way to heaven
but by the dates of helli there is no way to a dlorious exaltations but
through a sea of tribulationy of rersecutiony Acts xiv.21,22, The way
to heaven is not strewed with rosess but full of thorns and briarsy as
those ‘of whome this world is not worthu’ have always exrerienceds
Heb xi 63
Andy
Sixthlyy Every dracious heart is still z-cruind out adainst his sins.
He cries out to God to subdue themi he cries out to Christ to crucify
thems he cries out to the Sririt to mortify them’ he cries out to
faithful ministers to arm him against themi and he cries out to sincere
Christiansy that thev would pray hard that he mev be made victorious
over them.64
In the first auotations the first three rphrases are of eauzl lendth.
In the second auotations the first three rhrases of the second sentence are
of arproximate ecual lendth., As can be seens Brooks combines the techniaue

of reretition alond with rhuythm to make his statements more outstanding and

memorable.

Similar Soundind Words

One other way to structure a sentences in order to dive it wmore
strikind arrealy is to drour similar soundind words todether., Words may
sound similar because they rhumse or because they start with the same sound
(i.e.» alliteration), The author of the One Hundred and Nineteenth Pszlm
utilized the device of alliteration. Christ also used alliteration in the

Beatitudes. Brooks uses similar soundind words in the followind excerrts!

63prookss Workss 5:418,
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*Seventhlys I knows through gracer that Jesus Christ is the only
rerson snnointedr arrointedy fitted and furnished by the Fathery for
that dreat and blessed work or officer of savind sinners’ soulss . . ,*65

Alsos

A formal Christian is but a fidure» a2 flauntsy 3 flourishy 2 flashy
and all he doth is but the shadow of what he should do. A formalist is
more light than lifes more notion that motions more head that heart»
more outside than insider more leaves than fruit, more shadow than
substance. A formzlist is 2 blazind comety a painted tombr 2 stade-
rlavers a8 white devily or a devil in an andel’s habité and what should
such devils do in heaven? Certainly if without real holiness no man
shall see the Lords then the formalists that hath only the shares the
shows the form of dodlinesss but nothind of the reality and rpower of its
shall never be blessed with such 2 sight 66
Brooks also uses similar soundind words in 2 funeral sermon lauding the
Christian attributes of the deceased woman. He saysy "She was 2 Christian
all over. She was & Christian in professiony and a3 Christian in practice’
a8 Christian in lirs and 2 Christian in lifes & Christian in words and 2
Christian in worki a Christian in shows and a Christian in power and spirit,*67
Of courses such sentence stule is to be used sparindly. Alliterztion
and rhume can lend a8 sense of drandeur and profundity when used with errofound
truths. When overuseds like anvthind elsey it becomes trivizl or even
ridiculous. Brooks does not use similar soundind words very muchs but the

fact that he occasionzlly does use such devicess shows that he considered

aglliteration and rhume worthy rhetorical devices.

Figures of Sreech

Having seen how Brooks used various arrandements of words in order to

enhance his rreaching style, let us now look at another area which affects

65Brookss Workss 5:50,
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preachind stwyle., Fidures of sereech are the next area of stule to be considered.
Fidures of sreech rrobably do more (than any other element of stule) to make

a3 sermon interestind and enJowable., The rades of Brooks’ sermons abound with
similesy metarhorss rersonifications» rhetorical auestions and manu other

fidures of sepeech. In the Plain English Handbooks MWalsh sauss "A fidure of

speech is a3 variation from the ordinary method of exrression for the sake of
effect.'® Figures of speech have been classified by ancient and modern
rhetoricians, Aristotle lists well over one hundred different fidures of
sreech in his book on rhetoric. Few rersons have heard of all the various
fidures of speech which have been identified and classified. Howevers there
are a8 few fidures of srpeech which are commonly knowns 3s well as commonly used,

Let us consider some of these fidures of speech and see how Brooks uses them.

Simile

A simile is perhars the most commonly used fidure of sreech. ‘A
simile is a direct comrarisons introduced by like or ass of two things which
in their general nature are different from each other.'®® For examrles when
Christ said . . . be shrewd as serrentsy and innocent as doves®s'© he was
usind 8 simile. Or adains Christ uses a simile when he sausy "Then the
righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kinddom of their father,*7!
The Bible is loaded with similes. A simile often aids in convevind the

meaning more clearly as well as makind a statement interesting.

Brooks used similes with skill. In his sermons A Strind of Pearls,

68, Martun Walsh and Anna Kathleen Walshs Plain English Handbooks
6th eds (Cincinnati! McCormick-Mathers Publishing Comranygy Inc.r 1972)y r. 145,
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he bedins with some remarks uron 2 deceased woman, He uses 3 simile to des-
cribe her fzith. *She did dutiesy but durst not for a world trust to her
dutiess but to her Jesusr as the dove made use of her wings to fluy to the ark:
but trusted not in her wingdsy but in the ark.'72 He later on uses a simile

to describe her ratient spirit during her afflictions. 'Oh how cuiets how
like @ lamb was she under 2ll her trials!'73 Adain he sreaks of her humility
by the aid of 2 simile! "She was very high in sriritual worth,» and as low in
hearti she was clothed with humility as with & rouszl robes and with ‘the orne-
ment of 2 meek and auiet spirity which is in the sight of God of dreat rrices’
1 Pet., v.5y iii.4,"™ Brooks is able to even draw & simile from tennis balls
to show the vanity of worldly doods! ‘Earthe inheritances are like tennis

ballsy which are bandied up and down from one to anothers and in time wore

outy 1 Time vie17.'75

Metarhor

In 21l these comparisons the words like or as are used to clearly indi-
cate the comrarison. Therefore similes leave little room for misunderstanding,
A metarhors on the other hands is 2n imrlied comrarison. The disadvantade of
the metarhor is that occasionally it may be misinterrreted, Notice the fol-

lowing examrle:

fAnd the discirles came to the other side and had fordotten to take bread.
And Jesus said to themr "Watch out and bewsre of the leaven of the Fhari-
sees and Sadducees.® And thev bedan to discuss among themselvessy savind,
'*It is because we took no bread." But Jesuss sware of thiss szidr "You

men of little faiths why do vou discuss amond vourselves beczuse you have
no bread? + + + How is it that gou do not understand that I did not sresk

T2p100ksy Workss 15406,
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to wou concernind bread? But beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and

Sadducees." Then they understood that He did not say to beware of the

leaven of breads but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.76
In the above auote Christ refers to the doctrine of the Pharisees in 2 meta-
rhorical senser callind their teachind "leaven'. The discirles misunderstood
Christ’s metarhor. If Christ had told them to beware of the teaching of the
Pharisees which is like leaven in its influences then there would be little
room» if any» for misunderstandind, Deseite this disadvantades the metarhor
dgives more force and vidor to exepression. For exawmrler Christ said to the
Phariseess *You serpents» wou brood of virersy how shall uyou escare the

sentence of hell?*77 That statement has much more force than if Christ

had saidy *You are like serrentss you are like 3 brood of virers, etc.®

The metarhor also increases the attentiveness of the asudience becasuse it
reauires them to think, Understanding a metarhor is similar to solvind a
riddler though usuzlly 2 simrle riddle. Most reorle like riddles and most
reorle like metarhorical landuade because it is a challende to their thinkind,
| Brooks was master of metarhorical landuage., He wanted his reorle

to ray close attention to his sermonss for the good of their soulss and so

| he made his sermons interesting and delightful by abundant use of metarhor.
Notice how Brooks hears metarhor uron metarhor to extol the drace of God!

Your best rerformances are but stinking sacrificess if they are not
attended with the exercise of drace. Grace is that heavenly salt that
makes a3ll our services savoury and sweet in the nostrils of God. Grace
is of the dreatest and sweetest use to the souli it is an anchor at sea,
and a shield at land’ it is a staff to urhold the souli it is phusic to
cure all diseasesy and @ rlaster to heal 211 woundsy and a cordizal to
strenghen the soul under 31l faintingss etc. Grace is thuy eve to see
for Christs thy ear to hear for Christs thy head to contrive for Christ,
thuy tondue to sepeak for Christs thy hand to do for Christs and thy feet
to walk with Christ. Grace makes men of the frowardests» sourests crab-
bedest naturess to be of a sweetsr lovelys amiables rlezsing temrers

Isas xiW7-9. It turns lions into lambss wolves into sheery monsters

T6Matt, 16:5-8r11,12 (NASB),

TTHatt, 2333 (NASB).
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into mens and men into angels» as vou may see in Manassehs Pauls Mary
Maddalener Zaccheuss and others.8

In the above auotes Brooks 2lso uses rhuthmic sentence structure zlondg with
these metarhors about drace. When Brooks calls drace an anchors shields
swords staffy etc.» he sreaks in concrete terms asbout 3 seirituzl euality,
This method helrs define asbstract ideas in 2 way that is interesting.
Here is another examrle of 2 well-used metarhor!
A man that is inordinately in love with the world can never be at rest.
+ + + the worldling is never at resti his head and heart are still a-
rlodding and a-rlotting how to dety and how to keery the thinds of this
world: Eccles. v.12y ‘The sleer of the labourind man ic sweets whether
he eat little or muchi but the abundance of the rich will not suffer him
to sleer.’ These three vultures--care of dettind, fear of keerindy and
dgrief of losing--feed day and night uron the heart of 2 rich and wretch-
ed worldlings so that his sleer derarts from him.J9
By calling worldly cares vulturess Brooks heles his hearers envisade one of

the danders of worldly cares. He shows that worldly cerec will rob 2 man

of sleer and thus take Joy out of life.

Sunecdoche

Besides using similes and metarhorss Brooks also emrloved another
fidure of sreech known as a sunecdoche. *A sunecdoche is a fidure of sreech
in which a part is used for & whole or a whole for a rart,*® A Biblical
examrle of svnecdoche would be the words of Micahs when he sausy 'Then theu
will hammer their swords into rlowshares and their srears into Fruning
hookssy nation will not lift up sword adainst nationy and never adain will

thew train for war.'® 1Instead of sauings *There will be total disarma-

BRrookss Workss 33145,
"prooksy Workss 6:273,

80y, Rerkelew Mickelsons Interereting the Ribles (Grand Rarids?
Wme B, Eerdmans Publishing Co.» 1963)y ». 1864,
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ment and no more violence®s he sreaks of the chande of two srecific wearons
into imelenents of peace and dood. Thusy Micah uses & part (i.e.» swords and
srears) to rerresent the whole (i.e.» 23ll wearons of war).

Let us see how Brooks uses sunecdoche. In his sermons A Strind of

Pearlss Brooks uses synecdoche to rortray the temrtations of the world.

He csausy
Oh let the men of the world stoor and take ur the worlds oh let them
whose practice sreaks them out to be of the worlds and Lo be worshirrers
of the dolden calfs the worldy let these dance about itr bow down to it»

and take ur in iti but let the heirs of heaven divinely scorn to bow down
to earthy or to take ur in ity or to be much taken with it, (Itzlics

mine,)
Brooks uses the itazlicized words as sunecdoches. The wholes (‘world’ and

‘earth’) are beind used to rerresent the various rarts (the many different

thinds that make ur the ‘world’).

Metonvmy

Another fidure of seeechsy which is closely akin to sunecdoches is

metonume, In metonumy the name of one thind is used for znother "because
the two are frecuently associated todether or because one maw suddest the
other.*®  In Lukes when Christ is rresentingd the story of Lazarus and the
rich mans he uses metonumy!

*And he [the rich manl] szidy ‘Then I bed you [Abrahamlsy Fathersy that

vou send him [Lazarusl to my father’s house--for I have five brothers

--that he may warn them» lest theuy also come to this slace of torment.’

But Abraham saidy ‘Theu have Moses and the Prorhetsi let them hear them,’"84

The terms ‘Moses’ and ‘Prorhets’ stand for the writinds of these men. In

this metonumy the authors are used to rerresent their writings.

82p100kss Workss 13446,

834ickelsons Interrreting the Ribles p, 185,
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Brooks uses metonumies to dood effect throudhout his sermons. Whens
speakind of heavens he saus» "So this [heavenly inheritancels 211 this, is
the heritade of 2ll God’s Jacobs.'®5 The term ‘Jacobs’ is used in rlace of
‘Christians’ or ‘children’, Since Jacob was a2 man of faith» his namer was
used to rerresent all others who live by faith (i.,e.» Christianss God’s chil-
dren). When he sreaks of Jacobs srecific characteristics come to mind of
his lifer at least for those who are familiar with Jacob’s life. By usind
2 specific rerson (Jacob) more interest is evoked than by usind a more
deneral drour of peorle (Christians).

In another examrler Brooks sauss "A Christian, though a Lazarus at
Dives’s doori wets in resrect of his rprorrietw in God and his interest in
the covenants he is the richest and the harriest man in 211 the worldi and
why then should he not be content.'®® Brooks here uses the exrression 'a
Lazarus at Dives’s door" to rerresent anu Christian in rpoverts or affliction.
It can be seens here alsos that by referring to & sepecific rersonalityy instead

of a deneral class of rersonss a8 more colorful mentzl ricture is produced.

Hurerbole

Another fidure of sreech whichs next to similer is rprobably the most
commonly used fidure in everuday conversations is the hurerbole. Huperbole is
exadderation or overstatement, The Arostle John was using hurerbole when he
saids "And there are also many other things which Jesus didy which if they were
written in detaily I surprose that even the world itself would not contain the

books which were written.'®” The Lord uses hurerbole when he tells Moses that

85prooksy Workss 1:412,
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he will send Moses to lead his rpeorle out of Edurts into "3 land flowing with
milk and honeu®.88 In the Sermon on the Mount» Christ uses hurerbole when he
c8Ysy
And if wour right eve makes wou stumbles tear it outs and throw it frow
woui for it is better for wou that one of the earts of wour body rerishy
than for wour whole body to do into hell. And if vour ridght hand makes
wou stumbles cut it offy and throw it from woui for it is better for wou

that one of the eparts of wour body perishs than for uwour whole boduy to
g0 into hell.8®

Jesus’ instructions to tear out one’s eue or cut off one’s hand is obviously
an exadderation--to emrhasize that sin is heinous and to be strondly hated
and struddled adainst.

Brooks uses a2 huperbole in describing the excellence of the heavenly

rest after death!

It is a surerlative resti a rest that infinitely exceeds all earthly rest,

All other rest is not to be named in the day wherein this rest is sroken

of. Some have rpurchased rests for 3 times with silver and dolds but this

is a rest that all the gold and silver in the world can never purchase.90
To say that 2ll other rest is not to be mentioned in condunction with the
heavenly rest is a hurerbolic way of saving that the heavenly rest is so won-
derful that it is without comrarison.

Brooks uses another hurerbole while discoursing uron the uncertainty
of endurind rolitical rower! ‘*Worldly crowns are totterind and shakindi most
princes’ crowns hand but on one side of their headssy and 2ll their interests
powersy and rolicy cannot make them sit fast on both sides.'®! Princes’ crowns

don‘t actuazlly totter and shake before theu lose them. The exadgderationy how-

every vividly conveys the uncertzinty of eprolonded authority, This expression

88y, 3:8 (NASB),
894att, 5:29,30 (NASB).
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is more effective than savinds *The future of kinds is uncertain because other
men can suddenly rise urp unexrectedly and g2in control and tzke the crown for

themselves.,"
Personification

Another species of fidurative landuade is personification. A personi-
fication is a "fidure of speech in which some human characteristic is attri-
buted to an inanimate thind.'®2 Personification is used in the Bible as a
leditimate form of exepression. Christ saids "Therefore do not be anxious for
tomorrowi for tomorrow will care for itself, Each day has enough trouble of
its own.*®3 Christ is speaking of ‘tomorrow’ as if it were a rerson who could
exercise his will. The Arostle Paul is rersonifuing death when he saus, "0
deathy where is wour victory? 0 deaths where is wour sting?'®4

Brooks followed the same rattern of landuade as the Bibles by his
freauent emrloument of rersonifications. Brooks was able to take many ab-
stracts ethiczal termsi and throudgh rpersonifications describe them in 2 more
concrete form. Sreakind of covetousnesss Brooks sausy "Judasy wou knows was
a8 devil in an andel’s habits he seemed to be turned from every sins but he
was noti he was a secret thief» he loved the badi and that dolden devils
covetousnesss choked hims and handed him at last.'®5 By portraving covetous-
ness as 3 murderous devils Brooks brings out the serious and far-reaching
effects of covetousness.

In another sermon Brooks rpersonifies the world as 2 threatenind rer-

sonader as well as a temeptind damsel. In this epassadey Brooks is bewailing

92ya1shy Plain Endlish Handbooks p. 166,
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9Sprookss Worksy 43193,




Page 48

the lack of dodly men in rplaces of resronsibility and rower. He masterfully
describes the situation in the following waw!

What hinders many men from doind dloriouslyr but consulting with the
tempting or the persecuting world? This hath overthrown many. Nay

what hinders men in our ade from doing gloriously? They are consulting
with flesh and bloodr with the temetind world and the frowning world.
This hinders men from doing dloriously., I cannot believe but if rarlia-
ment-men» and others in rower and authoritys did not look too much uron
the temptingd world when it smiles and holds forth her beautiful breastss
uron the udly face of the world when it frowns and threatenss but that
they would act more dloriously for Gods and for the deneral doodr and

for the advancing of the name of the Most Hidh in these days we live in26

The above aeuote is effective in showind thats if men cannot be enticed to
follow the worldly wausy thew will probably be intimidated into following
worldly ways., His rersonifications of the world condure ur imades of harlots
and bullies. Peorle are more interested by earthyr concrete thinds and rer-
sonsy than by abstract, ethical concertions.

In another rassade Brooks rersonifies sins!

Every dodly man would fain have his sins not only eardoned but de-
stroved. His heart is alienated from his sinsy and therefore nothind
will serve or satisfy him but the blood and death of his sinss Isa, 11.20»
and xx».223 Hosea xiv.B# Rom. viii.24, Saul hated David and soudght his
lifei and Haman hated Mordecais and sought his destruction’ and Absazlom
hated Amnons and killed him$ Julian the arostate hated Christianss and
put many thousands of them to death. The dgreat thing that a Christian
has in his ewer in 2ll the duties he rerformss and in 211 the ordinances
he attendsr is the blood and death and ruin of his sins.97

Sins are rportraved as an enemy¥r an even human enemy with blood in its veins.

In Brooks’ treatises The Privy Key of Heavens he uses rersonification

to teach how 2 duilty conscience is a barrier to effectusl rrivate praver,
He rortrays the duilty conscience as & hauntingd ghost or 2 rersistents trackind
hunter. He sausy
What the probationer-discirle said to our Saviourr--Mat. viii.1%» ‘Masters
I will follow thee whithersoever thou doest,’--that a duilty conscience

saith to the sinnery ‘Whithersoever thou doest I will follow thee.’ If
thou doest to a fasty I will follow thees and fill thy mind with black and

9prooksy Worksy 6$330,
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dismal aerprehensions of Godi if thou doest to a feasty I will follow thees

and shew thee the handwriting on the wall» Dan. v.5§ if thou doest abroad,

I will follow theey and make thee afraid of every leaf that wadsi thou

shalt look uron every bush as an armed ma2ny and uron every man as a devili

if thou stavest at homes I will follow thee from room to rooms and fill

thee with horror and terrori if thou liest down to rest: I will follow

thee with fearful dreams and tormenting arraritionsi if thou doest into

thy closety I will follow theer and make thy very closet @ hell to hold thee 88

In his treatises Heaven On Earths Brooks rpersonifies rerentance amidst

other fidures of sreech!

As Nozh’s flood drowned his nearest and his dearest friendsy so the flood
of renitent tears drowns men’s nearest and their dearest lusts. Be they
Isaacs or Bendaminsy be they ridht eves or right handss rerentance that
accomranies salvation puts 3ll to the swordi it serares neither father nor
motherr neither Adad nor Achani it casts off all the rads of old Adami it
leaves not @ horn nor 2 hoof behindi it throws down every stone of the old
buildindi it scrares off 2ll leviathan’s scalesi it washeth away zll leer-
rous srots 99

Arostrorhe

Another fore of figurative languade is the arostrorhe. Arostrorhe is

very closely related to rpersonification.
In arostrorhe words are addressed in an exclamatory tone to 2 thind redard-
ed as 2 rerson (rersonification)s or to an actual rerson, Whether the rer-
son or thing is rresent or sbsent is not imrportant. Most freauently aros-
trorhe is found where the rerson using it is thinking out louds as it weres
and the obdect of his thoughts is not rphusically in his rresence.00

Christ was usind an arostrorhe when he sazidy "0 Jerusalems Jerusalems the city

that kills the prorhets and stones those sent to her! How often I wanted to

dather wour children todethers Just as a hen dathers her brood under her windss

and wou would not have it."™°' Broaduss in his Preraration and Delivery of Ser-

monss notes that arostrorhe *. . + belonds to the landuade of rpassions ands

98prooksy Worksy 21246,
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+ + » nust not occur too freauently ., . .*'°2 Too much use of arostrorhe would

make 2 sermon to arrear as 2n overly melodramatic ‘soar-orera’ monolodue. In

Brooks treatises The Unsearchable Riches of Christs, he uses arostrorhe!

The nation is beholden to none so much as to believind souls. 0 England!
Endland! thou hadst long before this been a rrey to men that delisght

in bloody had it not been for the faith of the wora Jacobs» etc. Chris-
tians! as you would have Christs g0 on and do more and more for Endlandj
as wou would be crowned with the choicest and the chiefest blessindsy and
as vwou would have vendeance executed uron all that hates that wade war
adainst and rersecute Christ and the saintsy be mighty in believing,103

Here Brooks rersonifies England and addresses it in exclamatory tones.

Rhetoriczl Question

Another fidure of sreech which is more freauently used than arostrorhe
is the rhetorical auestions which is also known as interrodation. A rhetorical
auestion is a auestion which the sreasker does not actually exrect his audience
to audibly answer. O0ftens the cuestion imrlies and exrects only one correct
answer. The Arostle Paul freauently uses rhetorical cuestions in his writinds,
esrecially the book of Romans. In the eighth charter of Romansy Paul sausy

What then shall we saw to these thinds? If God is for uss who is adainst
us? He who did not srare His own Sons but delivered Him ur for us zll»
will He not also with Him freely dive us all things? Who will bring a
charde adainst God’s elect? God is the one who Justifiess who is the one
who condemns?104
This method of euestioning helrs the reader pav closer zttention because men
normally think more intently when they must resrond to cuestions.
One may find rhetorical aeuestions scattered throughout Brooks’ sermons

by 2 casual rerusal of his works. Brooks uses two rhetorical auestions in the

followind auote to helr believers see that death is dood because it brinds us

102p 0aduss Preraration and Deliverys p. 265.
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to heavenly dlory! *"Ohy why then should Christians be afraid to dies or un-
willind to dier seeind that their duind dav is but their coronation dau? Who
would be unwillind to ride to a crown through 2 dirtw lane or a rainy day?*105
In the following auote Brooks uses rhetoriczl auestions to insrire encourade-
ment in his listeners!:
When Alexander was moved to run with some rpersons of inferior ranks
he refuseds savinds It was not fit for Alexander to run in a race with
any but princes and nobles.
Ahy Christians! are wou not more nobly born? are you not better bred?
have wou not more roual hores than to stoor to lusts or to do as the men

of the world do?106

In another place Brooks sausy
This life is full of trialss full of troubless and full of chandes. Sin
withins and Satan and the world withouts will keer a Christian from rest,
till he comes to rest in the bosom of Christ. The life of a Christian is
a2 racei and what rest have they that are still a-running their race? The
life of @ Christian is the life of a pildrimi and what rest hath 2 epildrim»
who is still a-travellind from rlace to place? A rildrim is like Noah’s
dovey that could find no rest for the sole of her foot.1°7

In the above auoted passades Brooks uses a series of rhetorical euestionsy

alond with comrparisonss in showing that (in one sense) the Christian life is

without rest. All the auestions have simrles obvious answers. Neverthelesssy

teaching in the form of auestions cans in moderations be more interesting than

simrle statements of the same truth.

Exclamation

Another fidure of seeech is exclamation. Exclamation is "An abrupt,

forceful utterances an outery.*'®® The Arostle Paul used exclamation when he

105pr00kss Workss 1:459.
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cried outr "Wretched man that I aa!*10° Exclamation should be used sparingly
because it is an exeression of emotional excitement which occurs seldom in
every day exrerience. Brooks uses exclamation fairly freguently in his ser-

mons. Perhaeps such freauent use of exclamation was acceptable in his dayr

but todays in Americar it would seem artificial.

Brooks uses exclamation very aeprorriately in the followind excerrt»

in which he epleads withs and warns sinners:

Ah sinners! sinners! that day is hastenindg uron Your wherein wou
shall have punishment without rity, misery without mercys sorrow with-
out succourr rain without rleasurer and torments without end! . .

Ah sinners! sinners! what a8 dishonour it would be to Godsr to Christs
to andelss to saintss to heavens if such wretches as wou are should be
adaitted into that roval epalacer that heavenly raradiser above,10

In another rlace Brooks uses 2 barrade of exclamations in sreakind

of Christ’‘s seiritual and phuysical sufferinds, He sausy

Fifthlys If there be a hellsy theny Christianss srend wour daus in
admiring and in beind dreatly affected with the transcendent love of
Christs in undergoind hellish punishments in our steads. . . . Christ’s
outward and inward miseries, sorrowss and sufferinds are not to be
paralleleds and therefore Christians have the more cause to lose them-
selves in the contemerlation of his matchless love. Ohy bless Christ!
ohy kiss Christ! ohs embrace Christ! ohy» welcome Christ! ohs cleave
to Christ! ohs follow Christ! ohy walk with Christ! ohs londg for
Christ! who for wour sakes hath underdone insurportable wrath and
most hellish tormentss as I have evidenced at larde befores and there-
fore a3 touch here may suffice,!

Dramatism

Another ture of fidurative landuade is dramatism. Dramaticsm is con-

sidereds bw Broaduss to be one of the most effective rhetorical devices.

Broadus saysy

Dramatisa dives to discourse a life and vidor and charm that can in
scarcely any other way be ecualled:. To rersonate some character and
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speak his sentimentss to introduce an obJector stating his obJections:

and answer them point by roints to sustain 2 dizlogue between two sue-
rosed rersonsy to reproduce some scene by dramatic descrirtions are methods
which a1l effective srezkers more or less earloy . ., 112

Christs in portraving false Christians and their resronses at their Judd-
mentr was usind dramatism. The passade is found in the thirteenth charter
of Luke. It saus»

And someone said to Himr "Lordy are there Just 2 few who are beind saved?'
And He said to theas "Strive to enter by the narrow doori for manys I

tell wour will seek to enter and will not be able. Once the head of the
house dets ur and shuts the doors and wou bedin to stand outside and knock
on the doors savindy ‘Lordy oren ur to us!’ then He will answer and sau
to wour ‘I do not know where wou are from.’ Then wou will bedin to says
‘We ate and drank in Your rresences and You taught in our streets’i and

He will sauys ‘I tell wous I do not know where wou are fromé Derart from

me 311 vou evildoers-""3
Here Jesus imrersonates the duilty sinners and the dlorified Judde carrying

on @ dialogue. This arrroach is more intriduing than rlain statements about

the Juddment at the end time.

Brooks uses dramatism in his sermons. In the followind auote Brooks
imrersonates the souls of the damned when theuy fully realize their end. He
S34s5y

Oh! what trouble of minds what horror of consciencer what distraction

and vexations what terror and torment, what weerind and wailind, what
cruingd and roarinds what wrinding of handss what tearind of hairs what
dashing of kneess what dnashing of teeths will there be amond the wickeds
when they shall see the saints in 2ll their srlendoury didnitys and dlory!
‘When they shall see Abrahams Isaacy and Jacobs and all the eprorhets in

the kinddom of Gody and themselves shut out for evers’ Luke xiii.28.

Now shall the wicked lamentindly says Lo! these are the men that we counted
foolss madmenr and miserable. Oh that we had never desrpised them! Oh that
we had never rerroached theam! Oh that we had never tramrled uron them!

Oh that we had been one with them! Oh that we had imitated them! Oh that
we had walked as theys and done as theys that so we might now have been as
harpy 3s thew! Oh but this cannot be! Oh this may not be! Oh this shall
never be! therefore Oh that we had never been born! Oh that we might be
unborn! Oh that we might be turned into a birdsy a3 beast» a3 toadr 2 stone!
Oh that we were anvthind but what we are! ors Oh that we were nothing!

Oh that now our immortal souls were mortzl! Oh that we midht so dies that
we may not eternally die! but it is now too late. Oh we see that there is
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a2 reward for the righteous! and we shall suddenly feels that by all the
contemrt that we have cast uron these dlorious shining saintss whose
srlendour and dlory doth now darken the very dlory of the suns Dan., xii.33
we have but treasured up wrath adainst the day of wrath, Rom. ii.4-73 we
have but added fuel to those burning coals» to those everlasting flames;
in which we must now lie forevers Ps. cx1.10,14

As can be seens Brooks uses much exclamation in the rrevious cuote., It must

be remembered that oral stule must be more reretitive. Such an occasion as

eternal damnation wouldr seemindlysr draw forth the most sbundant amount of

exclamations.

In Brooks’ treatises London’s Lamentations on the Late Fiery Disren-

sations he impersonates sinners carrying on a dialodue with Christ concerning

their eternal destinuy. Brooks preaches as follows:

‘Derart from mes’ is the first and worst of that dreadful sentence which
Christ shall pass uron sinners at last., Everuy sullable sounds horror and
terrory drief and sorrows 2mazement and astonishment to 211 whom it doth
concern.

‘Ye cursed!’ there is the malediction. But Lordy if we must derarts
let us derpart blessed. MNor ‘derart ue cursed!’ wou have cursed otherss
and now “ou shall be cursed wourselvesi uwou shall be cursed in wour bodiesy
and cursed in gour soulsi wou shall be cursed of Godr and cursed of Christs
and cursed of andelsy and cursed of saintssy and cursed of devilss and
cursed of wour companions. Year wou shall now curse Your very selves
your very soulss that ever wou have desrised the dosrels refused the offers
of dracer scorned Christs and nedlected the means of wour salvation, O
sinnerss sinnersy a8ll vour cursess 2ll vour maledictions shall at last
recoil uron sour own souls! Now thou cursest every man and thing that
stands in the way of thy lustss and that crosses thy desidnsi but at last
all the curses of heaven and hell shall meet in their full rower and force
uron thee. Surely that man is cursed with 2 witness that is cursed by
Christ himself!

Buty Lordy if we must derart» and derart curseds oh let us do into
some sood rlace! Nos ‘Derart we into everlasting fire.’ There is the
vendeance and continuance of it. You shall do into fires into everlasting
fires that shall neither consume itself» nor consume wou. Eternity of
extremity is the hell of hell. The fire in hell is like that stone in
Arcadiar which beind once kindledy could never be auenched. If all the
fires that ever were in the world were contracted into one fires how
terrible would it be! Yet such a fire would be but as rainted fire uron
the wall to the fire of hell.S

In this lond auotes Brooks effectively pictures the horrors of helly as well
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as the desrerate pleas of the damned by the dramatic dialosue, He also
finishes with 2 fittind simile of earthly fire beind a2 mere rpicture of fire»
in comparison to the eternal fire of hell.

Brooks uses dramatism in the following euoter imrersonating resurrected
Christians viewing damned sinnerss whose life stories are told in Scrirture!

In this dreat days every wicked works and every wicked workers shall be
brought to light} and indeed it would be but in vain to bring evil works

to lighti if the evil worker were not zlso brought to the light. In this
dreat dav the saints shall see and know Cain in his rersons they shall be
able to point at hims and says Yonder stands that bloody Cain who slew his
brother Abels because he was more righteous than he., And there stands
Pharoahy» the dreat orrressor of God’s Israely and he that stood it out
adainst heaven itselfi and looks there stands bloodw Sauls who lost his
crowny his kinddomr his souls his alls by disobediencei and there is Hamans
who was feasted with the kind one days and made a3 feast for crows the nexti
los there stands Pilates that condemned Christs and there is Judas that
betraved Christ., In this dreat day that word shall be made doods every

man shall arrear to account for the works that he hath done in bodu»

2 Cors v.103 so that both wicked works and wicked workers shall rplainly
arrear before our Lord Jesus and 2ll his saintsy who with him shall Judde
the world6

Use of Sermon Illustrations

We have seen that fidures of sreech are valuable in making rreaching
interestingdy understandables memorables and enJowable, There is one last
indredient to be studied in this survew of Brooks’ rreachind stule! the use
of sermon illustrations. Illustrations are exrlanations in the fora of
storiess whether fiction or non-fictions or in the fors of interesting facts
taken from historys naturer everuday lifes the BRible and other rlaces. Some
illustrations might also be desidnated similes or metarhorss but often one
thinks of illustrations as extended similes or comparisons. Jesus was using
illustrations from nature when he preached,

Look at the birds of the airsy that they do not sowr neither do they rears

nor dather into barnss and wet vour heavenly Father feeds them. Are vou
not worth much more that theu? And which of vou by being anxious can add
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a2 sindle cubit to his life’s span? And why are wou anxious about clothing?
Observe how the lilies of the field growi they do not toil nor do they
spins wet I sav to wou that even Solomon in 311 his dlory did not clothe
himself like one of these 7
Brooks uses illustrations from many areas. It would be well to see the various
fields from which Brooks chooses his illustrationss that we midht study his

illustrations in an ordanized manner.

Illustrations from the Bible

Brooks uses many stories from the Bible to illustrate his sermons.
Sometimes he relates a long story about some Bible character in order to
exemrlify 3 character trait that he wants his audience to imitate. At other
times Brooks will merely mention the name of some Bible character or event.
Since most of the hearers were very familiar with the Scrirture» even such
g slight allusion condured ur 3 comrlete story in their wmind, or at least
brought to their minds particular outstanding characteristics and traits of the
rerson or event mentioned. The fact that Brookss as well as other Puritan
rreachersy freauentluy refer to Biblical storiess without givind a thoroush
account of the storys shows that their audiences were much more familiar with
their Bibles than the averade American Christian of todau.

In the following illustrations Brooks refers to an Old Testament storys
as well as to Roman Catholic customss to warn his condregation to not be
tricked out of the ancients orthodox faithy whichr he reminds them» is in the
way of holiness!

Holiness is God’s firstborni it is as ancient as the ancient of daus.
The way of holiness is drau-headedr and of ancientest institutioni all
other waus are but of uvesterdawi thew are but new waus to the way of
holiness. And oh that this might alars wou to look after holiness!
The Gibeonites cheated Joshua with their old clouted shoess and with

their old sackss and old bootsy» and old darmentss Josh. ix.4:,5§ and
so doth Rome this day cheat and delude multitudes of poory blinds
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ignorant soulss with their old customss and with their old ceremoniesr
and old traditionss and old inventionss under @ rpretence of the dood
old wayy and the dood old relidion} but certainly the way of holinesss
the way of puritys is of the dreatest anticuitys and therefores oh

embrace it! ohs walk in it!"®
Perhars modern day preachers would find it more rrofitable to go shead and
tell the story of Joshua and the Gibeonitess so that the reorle would be
sure to understand the force of the illustration. Neverthelesss Biblical
illustrations should not be avoided because of their obscurity to many
church members, The illustrationsy esrecially from the 0ld Testaments will
not only clarify truth and add interest to the sermons but the illustrations
themselves will help familiarize the reorle with the rest of their Bible.
Theny as the reorle become more and more familiar with their Bibles the
ereacher can bedin making brief allusions to Bible stories. This would hele
the reorle to thinks to recall the various Bible stories. It might even
make them want to look up the stories and study them adain.

Brooks uses another 0ld Testament illustration to describe the

comrlete fordiveness believers receive for any and every sind

The dreatest sins are finites but the merit of Christ’s redemrtion is

infinite. All the Edurtians were drowned in the Red Sea. There

remained not so much as one of thems there was not one of them alive

to carry the newsi the high and the lows the dreat and the smalls the

rich and the roor: the honourable and the base were zll1 drowned»

Exod, »iv.28f Ps. cvi.ll., The red sea of Christ’s blood drowns all

our sinsy whether they are dreat or smalls high or lows etc.s ‘Though

m¥ sins be as scarlety my Redeemer will make them as white as snowi
though they be as red as crimsons thew shall be as wools’ Isa, i,18.11°
In another treatiser» Brooks uses @ mixture of 01d Testament and

New Testament illustrations to show that God can and often does rrotect his

szints from reril’

The enemies of Zion are wezk enemiesy they are infatuzted enemiessy thew
are conauered enemiesy they are limited enemiess thew are chained
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enemiesy they are cursed enemiess and they are naked enemiesr and therefore
they shall never be rrevalent enemies over Zions 2 Chron. xxxii.7.8i

Rom, viii.37% Gen, iii.125 Num. xiv.9. Pharoah followed the Israelites,
but he and his mighty men were drowneds and Israel deliveredr for God was
with thems Exod. xiv. Saul hunted David as a2 rartridde in the mountainss

1 Samy »xvi. 20y but Saul rerishethy and David was crowned» for God was

with him. Haman hated Mordecai and rlotted against Mordecair but Haman

is handed and Mordecai advanceds for God was with himy Esth, vi. 7+ The
rresidents and princes inform adainst Daniel and rlot adainst Daniels but
they are by the lions torn and devoured» and Daniel is delivered and
exaltedy for God was with hims Dan., vi., Herod kills James with the sword
and imprisons Peter» but Herod is devoured by wormss and Peter is delivered
out of prison by an andgelr for God was with hims Acts xii. Let atheists»
raristsy and rpersecutors cease from rlottind adainst Zion» from persecuting
of Zions for it is utterly imrossible to rrevail adainst Zion.120

The Biblical illustrations auoted above do not only serve to show examrles of
God’s protections but also serve to prove the fact that God can and often does
protect his saints.
In the followind auotes Brooks again uses both 0ld Testament and New
Testament illustrationss but primarily in the form of allusions!
In this world we are 8ll Benonisy the sons of sorrow. The waw to heaven
is by Weerind-cross. Christ’s passion-week was before his ascension-dauj
none rasseth to eparadise but by burnind serarhimsi we cannot go out of
Edurt but through the Red Sea# the children of Israel came to Jeruszlem
through the valley of tearss and crossed the swift river of Jordan before
they came to the sweet waters of Siloams There is no rpassing into paradise
but under the flaming sword of this andely deathi there is no coming to
that dlorious city above but through this strzits darks dirty lane.,?!
Benoniy meaning ‘son of my sorrow’y was that name that Rachel dave to Jacob’s
son as she was duind in divind birth to him. Jacobs howeverr called him
Rendaminy meanind ‘son of my right hand’ or ‘son of my strendth’. Such an
2llusion would be missed by most listeners in America’s churches today. The
reference to the ‘flamind sword’ is an allusion to the andel with 2 flamindg

sword that God placed to duard the way into the Garden of Eden after man had

been thrown out. Brooks’ audience was much more familiar with the whole
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Bible than modern Christiansy as is arrarent from these kinds of allusions.

Though most of Brooks’ Biblical illustrations come from the 0ld
Testaments uvet he also cuoted freely from the New Testament. The following
auote is an illustration taken from the life of Christ!

fidains 2@ man bewitched with the world will prefer the most base and
contemrtible thinds before the Lord Jesus Christ$ he wills with the
Gerdasenesy rrefer his very swine before a2 Saviours Mat. viii.28y sea.}
when they saw what 2 sad market their hods were brought tor thew desired
Christ to derart out of their countryi these Gerdesites had rather lose
Christ than lose their porkersi they had rather that the devil should
rossess their souls than that he should drown their ridsé they rrefer
their swine before their salvations and epresent a2 wretched retition for
their own damnationi they besoudght him that he would derart out of their
coastsi thoudh there be no miserys no epladuer no curses no wraths no hell
to Christ’s derarture from 2 reorler vet men bewitched with the world will
desire this. Men bewitched with the world will prefer a Barabbas before
2 Jesusi they will with Judas betray Christs and with Pilate condeamn
Christy and with the Scribes and Pharisees thew will cry outy ‘Crucify
him! crucify him!’ away with this Jesuss away with this Jesusi let
Barabbas liver but let Jesus diei let Barabbas be savedr but let Christ
be handed. Ahs what incarnate devils will such men proves who are be-
witched with this world,122

The rrecedind auotes have shown that Brooks used Biblical illustrationss from
both the 01d and New Testaments. Ansone who would read throudh anu treatise
of Brookss would notice that Brooks knew his Bible. He auotes the 0ld Testa-
ment as easily as the New Testament. He freauently auotes from obscure minor
rrorhetsy Just as easily as many would euote John 3116 todau., If modern
preachers had as dood a drasep uron the Scrirtures as Brookss thew would not
find it difficult to find illustrations on various toricsy because their
familiarity with the larde volume of colorful Bible stories would bring to

their mind areprorriate illustrations.

Illustrations from History

Besides Biblical illustrationss Brooks used many illustrations from

history., His university trzinind becomes arrarent from his wide knowledde
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of history. Brooks used many thinds which he studied as illustrations. Some
who would read Brooks’ sermons today might think hims to be arrodant and de-
sirous of divind & showy disrlay of his knowledde. On close observation:
howevery it arrears that hes rathery was truind to use anvthind and every-
thing for the purrose of makindg sermons enJouables understandabler and memo-
rable, Usuzllyy 2 rerson who seeks to imrress his listeners with his knowl-
edde often uses words his audience cannot understand and makes allusions to
events or stories with which his listeners are not familiar. Such a eperson
desires his hearers to be over-awed with himself because he demonstrates that
he knows many more thinds than his listeners. Brooks was not this kind of
man, He alwaus strives to be plain and clear. If he ever refers to some
Greek muths Roman Catholic fabler or bit of classical historys he is careful
to exelain such unfamiliar stories or events to his audiencer so that they will
drasep the imrport of the illustration for the eparticular roint he is makind at
the time. Yet Brooks usually does not do into dreat detail on such occasions?
he exrlains only enough to 2llow the illustration to be understood. By doind
this he does not draw excessive attention to the illustrations but keeps the
hearers’ interest uron the roint he is makind.
In the following cuotations Brooks uses some of his native history to
illustrate the roints that hurocrites alwaus come to 2 bad end!
The lowests the hottests and the darkest habitation in hell will be his
rortion whose relidion lies all in shows and shadows. Welly spirituzl
counterfeitsy remember thiss it will not be lond before Christ will unmask
your before he will uncase uwour before he will disrobe wous before he will
take off wour vizardss wour hoodss and turn wour rotten insides outwards
to vour eternal shame and reeroach before all the world. Counterfeit
diamonds may separkle and dlisters and make 2@ great show for & timer but
their lustre will soon wear off. + + + Mauds mother to Kind Henry the
Secondr beind besieded in Winchester Castles [anno 1141:] counterfeited
herself to be deadr and so was carried out in a coffiny wherebu she
escaredi at another times being besieded at Oxford in a cold winters by
wearing white arrarel she dot away in the snow undiscoveredi but at last
vendeance did overtake her. Sos thoudh hyrocrites for a2 time may seem to

be dead to sins and dead to the world, though they may clothe themselves
with a snow-like rurityr and with the white satin of seemind sanctitur
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vet God at last will unmask and unmuffle them» and vendeance will with
3 witness overtake themr Job xvii«By and xxxvi.13§ Isa. xxxiii.14,1%3

In another elacer Brooks refers to a king he met with in his readind of
classical history, In this rpassages Brooks exerlains that sinful rleasure is

but 3 momentary delight followed by sorrow and torment!

I have read of Kindg Lysimachusy that when he and his arrav were besieded in
one of his citiess and in great dander of perishing by thirsty for a cur of
cold water he delivered upr the keus of the city to his enemyr which cold
comfort he had no sooner tasted but his tondue bewraved the drief of his
hearts sauvindy ‘0Oh thatsy in lieu of so momentary a rpleasures I should be
made of a sovereidn a servant, of a kind a cartive!’ Ahy what folly and
madness is it for men to run the hazard of losind the kinddom of heavens
and the rleasures that be at God’s ridht hands Ps. xvi.lls for those short-
lived rleasures that are but like 3 blazer or like the lightningr or like

a morningd clouds or the early dew which soon passeth away!1?4

In another rlaces Brooks euotes from the Roman historians Tacitus.

Brooks savsy

I have heard of a senator whors relating to his son the dreat honours
that were assidned to some soldiers whose names were written in & certain
books whereuron the son was very imrportunate to see that book. His father
shews him the outsides and it semed so dlorious that he earnestly desired
him to oren it. Nos saith the fathers by no meansy for it is sealed by
the council. Then saith the sons pray tell me if my name be written there!
his father rerlies noi because all the names of those soldiers were kert
secret in the breasts of the senators. The sonr studuwing how he might
det some satisfactioni desired his father to acauaint him with the merits
of those soldiers whose names were written in that book. The father re-
lates to him their noble achievementsy and worthuy acts of valours where-
with they had eternized their names. Such are written, said hes and none
but such must be written in this book. Whereuron the sons consulting with
I his own heart that he had no such trorhies to shews but had srent his
time in courting of ladiess rather than in encounterindg of knights» and

] that he was better for & dance than for @ marchs and that he knew no
drus but the tabret» nor no courade but to be drunk and ranti hereuron he

l rresently retired himselfs rerentedr entered into 2 combat with his own
lusts and affectionss and subdued themy and became temrerates continents

| valianty and virtuous. Nows when the soldiers came to receive their

| wreathsy their crownss their honorss etec.» he sters in and challendes 3
wreaths a crown for himself, But being asked uron what title his chal-

' lende was droundedy he answeredy If honours be diven to concuerorssy then

|

|

I

!

they must be diven to me toos for I have dotten the noblest conauest of
2ll. And it beind demanded whereins he answereds These have subdued
strande foessy and conauered their outward enemiess but I have subdued
muselfs I have conauered the enemies that were in my own bosom. 0 sirsy
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there are no men’s names written in the book of life but theirs who by
drace and holiness have subdued and brought under their sinful selves,

and who have conauered the corrurtions that be in their own bosomss that
isy in resrect of love and dominion. Many there be who are exceeding
ineuisitive to know whether their names are written in heaven or no.

I would say to suchy» there is no such way to know this as by wour holiness.
Hast thou broke off thy sins by sound rerentance? Hath the dosrel chanded
thy inside and thy outside? Hath it made thee 2 new creaturer and turned
thee from darkness to lights and from the rower of Satan to Jesus Christ?
etcs Thens without 21l reradventures thy name is written in heavenr and
thou art the rperson that hast the dreatest cause in the world to Jov and

redoice 125
Brooks relates the above auoted story in dreat detail because the illustration

is almost a3 sermon in itself. The senator’s son exemrlifies & Christian’s life
befores durings and after conversion. Another excellent euality of the story
is that it erorerly exalts conauest of self over concuest of outward enemies.
Brooks also draws 2 dood rarallel between the wound man expectind his name in
the book because of his self-discirlines and 2 Christian who can exrect his
neme to be in the book of life because of Biblical holiness.

In another treatiser Brooks auotes from ancient church history. He
refers to Macedoniusy @ patriarch of Constantinorle in the fourth century.
Brooks uses the story to show that Christians should rPursue srirituzl thinds
rore than materizl thinds. Brooks sauss

Macedonius the hermit, retirind into the wilderness that he might with
more freedom endov God and have his conversation in heavens uron 2 time
there came 2 vound dentleman into the wilderness to hunt wild beastsy
and seeind the hermits he rode to himsy asking him why he came into that
solitary rlace? he desired he might have leave to ask him the same
auestiony why he came thither? I came hither to hunts szid the wounsg

dallant! and so do I saith the hermits Deum venor meums I hunt after
my Godi—--thewy hunt best who hunt most after communion with God.

Illustrations from Nature and Science

Besides BRiblical and hstorical illustrationsy Brooks used materizl

from nature and science to illustrate his sermons. Some of his scientific
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viewroints would make modern reorle laugh or shudders derendind on how theu
react to medical ignorance and naturalistic fables. The seventeenth century
was a reriod in which doctors still ‘bled’ their patients in order to get
out the ‘bad humours’. Alsor some of the naturalists of that dav came ur
with some grossly mistaken ‘facts’ about animalss stoness plantss» etc.» which
reorle accerted as fact--slavishly accerting the views of the srecialists
(much the same as many reorle do todau). Brooks sought to put everwthing he
knew to dood use. Thinds he read and heard in schools he wrote downr later
usind them as illustrations. This is arparent because by reading throush
all his worksy one will find that some illustrations are used adain and
adain, Sometimes these are lond illustrationss but they are usually word-
for-word rerfect when comrared. This should not seem unusuzl though. The
Reformers and the Puritans often kert notebooks known as ‘commonplace books’
in which thev recorded anuthind of value for rreachindy writinds or debates,
The commonrlace books were often arranded in either alrhabetical order or
some toriczl order:. In these commonrlace books would do stories» auotes
observationsy etc.r which could be used for illustrations. Alsos Bible
versesy rhilosorhical arduments» and observations uron Bible rassades in

the oridinal landuade would be collected to rprove doctrines. The common-
rlace book was 2 combination ‘sustematic theology’ and ‘book of illustrations’.
Brooks must have kert one of these commonrlace booksi and that is where he
stored these ‘facts’ he dathered from the fields of nature and science.

In Brooks’ treatises A Heavenly Cordials he refers to several

means of death which occur in natures as well as referrind to the develor-

ment of a flower!

Death is but an entrance into life. That is not death but lifes which
Joins the duing man to Christi and that is not life but deaths which
serarates the livind man from Christ, Death will blow the bud of drace
into the flower of dlory., Death is a saint’s auietus est. All fearful
disastersy saith Gredoryr which rob the saints of lifes do but serve as
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a8 roush wind to blow them suddenly into their desired haven--I1 mean
heaven. It matters nots szith Austins whether a burning fever or flash
of lightnings or whether 2 stone in the bladderr or a thunder-stone in
thy head» sends thee out of this miserable worldi for God minds noty
saith hes the immediate occasion of thu coming to hims but the condition
and posture that thy soul is in when it cometh before him.127

In one of Brooks’ most well-known treatisess Precious Remedies

Adainst Satan’s Devicesy he uses illustrations that would be classified as

belonding to nature or science. He saysy

Afflictions are God’s furnacer by which he cleanses his peorle from their
dross, Affliction is 2 fire to purde out our drosss and to make virtue
shinei it is 2 portion to carry away ill humoursy better than zll the
benedictum medicamentums 3s rphusicians call them. Aloes kill worasi
colds and frosts do destrow verminé so do afflictions the corrurtions

that are in our hearts)28

In the above auoter Brooks refers to! the metallurdical rrocess of purifu-
ing metals 2@ medical rrocess that was surrosed to be curativer and natural
methods by which undesirable life forms are destrowved. He is able to use
all of these to illustrate how God helps rid us of our corrurtions.

To show how danderous sin isy Brooks uses the illustrations of

roison and disease:

Fourteenthlys Satan can be content that men should wield to God
in many thindss provided that they will be true to him in some one
things for he knows very welly that one dram of roison maw roison a
many and one stab at the heart may kill 2 mani so one sin unrerented
ofs one sin allowed» retained» cherished» and epractiseds will certainly
damn a3 man., But,

Fifteenthlys Thoudgh all the rarts of a2 man’s body be soundy save
only ones that one diseased and ulcerous rart may be deadly to theei
for 2ll1 the sound members cannot preserve thy lifes but that one diseased
and ulcerous member will hasten thy deathi so one sin allowedr induldedy
and lived iny will eprove killing and damning to thee.'2?

In the same treatiser Brooks adain uses poison for an illustrations

but in 3 different way. Brooks sbility to use an obJects event» or story to
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illustrate many different ideas, shows that ability to illustrate is not
necessarily a matter of having 8 larde number of stories and interesting
facts. Preachers need to take time to think and muse over such stories and
factss» that theu might see how to arrly them to different situations. Here
is the second illustration using roisons but in a different wau!

There is as much difference between sin in 2 redenerate person and in an
unredenerate rersons as there is between roison in 2@ man and roison in a
serrent. Poison in 2 man’s body is most offensive and burdensome» and he
readily uses all arts and antidotes to exrel it and get ridi but roison in
a2 serrents is in its natural rlacesr and is most pleasing and delightful!

so sin in 2 redenerate man is most offensive and burdensomey and he readily
uses all holy means and antidotes to exrel it and to det rid of it. But
sin in an unredenerate man is most rpleasind and delightful, it beind in its
natural rlace. A dodly man still enters his rrotest adainst sin. A
gracious souly while he commits sins hates the sin he commits,130

Brooks would even take the simrlest observationss and use them to hele
clarify truth. There was nothind so small or insidnificant that Brooks did not
consider it of value in making truth clearer or more delightful. In the

following auotation» Brooks Justifies God’s sovereign decrees and Juddments

with an observation uron 3 stick in water!

If you take a3 straight stick and put it into waters it will seem crooked.
Whu? Because we look uron it through two mediums» zir and water. There
lies the decertio visusi thence it is that we cannot discern aright.

Thus 21l the rroceedinds of God in his righteous Juddmentss which in
themselves are Justr righteouss and straights without the least obliauitu»
seem to us strande and crooked. That the wicked should erosrers and the
righteous be afflictedi that Zood men should be in bondss when bad men
walk at lardei that the Israelites should make the brickssy and the
Egyrtians dwell in the housesi that some of the best of Christians should
fall by the pestilencer when many of the worst of sinners have their
lives for a preu--these are some of those mysterious rrovidences that
many times make some of the best Christians to stadder in their Judd-
ments? and whe sor but because thew look uron God’s proceedinds throush a
double mediums of flesh and seiriti and hence it comes to rpass that all
thinds seem to run crossy and that God’s most Just and righteous rro-
ceedings are not so clearly and fully discerned as otherwise they might

be 131
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Illustrations from Practical Everuday Life

Brooks also took illustrations from 2 field that might best be called
‘practical everuday life’. What he heards saws and experienced in the Endland
of his daus» he brought to use in sermon illustrations. In Brooks’ treatise on
holinesss he uses the scholarly and well-to-do professions as illustrations:

Adainy the holy Christian is the best Christian in the worldy naus
he is such @ one ‘of whom this world is not worthys’ and therefore God
cannot but take sindular rleasure and delidght in him. Many there are
which are accounted deer scholarss dreat linguistss profound philosorherss
dood drazmmariansy excellent mathemeticians» share lodicianss cunning
politicianss fine rhetoricianss sweet musicianss etc.» but the truth iss
he is the best drammarian that hath learned to sereak the truth from his
hearts and he is the best astronomer that hath his conversation in heaven:
and he is the best musician that hath learnt practically to sind out the
praises of Godr and he is the best arithmetician that knows how to number
his daysy and he is the best read in ethics that every day dgrows holier
and holiers and he is the best skilled in economics that trains up his
family in the fear of the Lordy and he is the best rolitician that is as
l good at taking dood counsel as he is at divind good counsels and he is

the best linduist that sreaks the landuage of Canaani and therefore God

‘ cannot but take the dreatest content and satisfaction in such.132

Brooks 2lso used illustrations taken from the more common professions

of his dau:
Fresent life is not vita» sed via ad vitams lifer but the way to

lifes for when we cease to be mens we bedin to be as andels. Thew are
only creatures of inferior nature that are rleased with the eresent.

Man is a future creature. The eue of his soul looks back. The labourer
hastens from his work to his beds the mariner rows hard to gain the rorts
the traveller is dlad when he is near his inn# so should saints when
they are near deathsy because then they are near heavens theuy are near

their inn33

And in another rplace Brooks sausy

|

|

l

l Never did the esroused maid lond more for the marriage-days nor the

| arrrentice for his freedoms nor the cartive for his ransoms nor the

l condemned man for his pardons nor the traveller for his inns nor the
mariner for his havenr nor the sick man for his healths nor the wounded

l man for his cures nor the hundry man for his breads nor the naked for

|

l

l

l

clothesy than she did long to dier and to be with Christy which for her
was best of ally Phil, i.23.1%4

132p 00kss Workss 43415,
133 rooksy Worksy 63402,

134p,00kss Worksy 63449,




Page 67

These kinds of illustrations would be very effectives because the reorle would
almost feel the rreacher was talkind about them. Thew would take srecial

interest in these references to situations and feelings with which they were

very familiar,

Brooks would sometimes share his ministerial exreriences as illustra-

tions:

Fourthlys If rerentance be such an easy work as uou supposer I beseech
you tell mer why do many men lie under such horrors and terrors of con-
science as they dos for not rerentind» whenas rerentance would euickly
dive them eases and turn their hell into & heaven? 1 was last winter with
2 yound many who upon his duind bed for several hours todethers beind in 2
dreadful adonyr lay cruyind outs I am damnedr I am damnedsr I am damneds I
am damned! Ahy how soon would this roor wretch have dot out of this hells
if it had been so easy 2 thing to have rerenteds 3s wou imadine it is!
and how mangy when thew have been rressed to rerents» have professeds that
if they midght have a thousand worlds to rerents they could not rerent!

And will wou say that rerentance is easy? How many have soudht rerentance
with tearsr and would have boudght rerentance with the eprice of their dear-
est bloods but could not obtain it! And will wou say that rerentance is

pasy?138

Brooks lived during the civil war in Endlandr and it seems obvious
(as has been mentioned already) that he saw the war first-hand, probably
servind as a2 charlain on 3 warshiry as well as in the armys The peorle he
rreached to were familiar with the wars many being woundeds others havind

family members who lost their lives in the war. Brooks uses illustrations

that come from knowledde of war!

0 sirsy when the temetation does but touch and taker when wou are no
sooner temrted but wou are conaueredr no sooner assaulted but wou are
vanauisheds certainly holiness is at 2 very low ebb in wour souls.

That darrisons without all reradventures is very weaky that is taken at
the first essaults and that shir is but meanly mannedr that is carried
at first boardinds and that soldier is but slidhtly armedy that is run
through at the first thrusti and so that Christian has but little
spiritual strendth in hims who is worsted and vanauished uron the first

arpearance of 2 temetation.'

In another rlaces Brooks adain uses war knowledde to illustrate the sin of

135prooksy Workss 4:194-195.,
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arostasy’

As a2 soldier when he forsakes his colours and runs to the enemyr 2ll
his former good service is lost and buried in oblivioni so men that
rrofess love to God and his reorler and 2t last meet with difficulties
and play the arostater this their arostasy renders all their former

service lost )%

Another common sight in the Endland of Brooks’ day was the public

execution. Larde crowds would come to see men led down the streets: broudht

ur onto 2 high rlatfore with dallowss then either hanged or beheaded with an
axe. In the followind ilustration Brooks tries to det his audience to view
the end of a2 sinner’s lifer instead of viewind the sinner’s rpresent enJouvments.

He further shows that they should not envy 3 sinner any more than they would

2 condemned prisoner:

All the contentments of this life are not so much to eternity as 2 dream

is to 2 thousand wears. Ands ohy how little is that man’s condition to be
enviedy who for these short pleasures of sin must endure an eternity of
torments! 0 sirs! do wicked men erurchaser their rresent rleasures at so
dear 3 rate as eternzl torments? and do we envy their endoument of them

so short a2 time? Would any envy 3 man doind to executionsy because he saw
him in prison nobly feasted and nobly attended and bravely courted? or
because he saw him do0 ur the ladder with a dold chain about his neck and

2 scarlet down uron his back? or because he saw him walk to execution
through rleasant fields or delightsome dardens? or because there went
before him drums beatinds colours fluinds and trumeets soundingds etc.?
Surely no. Ohr no more should we envy the drandeur of the men of the daus
for every ster theu take is but a ster to an eternzl execution! The sinner
is cursedr and 2ll his blessinds are cursedi and who in their wits would
envyd @ man under 2 curse? Ohy how much more worthy of our pity than envy
is that man’s condition who hath all his harriness confined to the narrow
compass of this life» but his misery extended to the uttermost bounds of an

everlasting duration! Mal. ii.2.1%8

Illustrations from Fiction and Ledend

Brooks also uses ancient fables zs well as stories whose historical
factuality is auestionable. He auotes some old stories of Rabbinical

discussions which seem closer to ledend than fact. Perhars this area of

B7pr00kss Worksy 63354,
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illustrations could be termed fictional and ledendary illustrations.
Here is a2 ouote from some Rabbinical tale that serves as a dood
illustration of the imeportance of not delawind rerentance!
A Jewish Rabbins pressindg the practice of rerentance uron his discirlesy
exhorted them to be sure to rerent the day before they diedi to which
one of them rerlied» that the day of 2 man’s death was very uncertaini
to which the Rabbin made answers Rerents thereforer every dawr and then
you shall be sure to rerent the day before uwou die. O sirs:» excert wou
do rerent todaws wou cannot tell that wou shall rerent the day before wou
diei for who knows today but that he may die tomorrow?!
In the same volume, Brooks uses an Arabic fable to illustrate the
truth that men are destined to those rlaces for which their natures are fitted.

In other wordss men who have become holy by the seirit are fit for heavens

but worldlinds are only fit for hell. He saus»

Men void of holiness are in the Scrirture reseabled to chaffs to dust, to
dirts to briars and thornss which are thinds that are good for nothind»
that are fit for nothind. And what should such men do in heavens who are
good for nothing on earth? The horse is dood to carryr the ox is dood to
draws the sheer is dood for cloths the cow is dood to dive milky the ass
is dood to beary and the dog is good to keer the housei but what is 2 man
void of holiness dood for? An unholy rerson is dood for nothing but to be
destroveds and to mzke some room for a better rerson to stand ur in that
rlace which he takes ur in the world, As the hod in the Arabic fable
tells us that a2 butchers carruind three creatures uron his horses a sheers
a doaty and a hogy the two former lay very euiet and stills but the hosg
kickedr and crieds and would never be e@uiet. Thereuron the butcher said»
Why are thou so imratient when the other two are so auiet? The ho#
answereds Every one knows himselfi the sheer knows that he is brousht into
the city for his wool’s sakes and the doat knows that he is brought into
the city for his milk’s sakey and so they need not fear nor carei buty
alass I know very well that I have neither wool nor milkr but that as

soon 25 I am come into the city I must be killedy for that is all I am
d¢ood for. An unholy soul is like 3 hodr dood for nothing but to be

killedr Mat. vii.s.40

Brooks auotes a fable sbout a dove and 2 hawk in his treatises The

Necessityr Excellencyr Rarity and Beauty of Holiness. He uses this fable as

an illustration of how saints have their eprorer rlace of rrotection!

3% 00ksy Workss 4:196.
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There is an arolodue how the dove made moan to her fellow-birds of the
turanny of the hawki one counsels her to keer belowi but saith another,
the hawk can stoor for his preys another advised her to soar alofti

but saith anothers the hawk can mount as high as shei another wished

her to shroud herself in the woodss for there she could be securei but
saith anothers alas! there is the hawk’s manor» the eplace where he

keers courti another bids her keer the towni but saith anotherr that

is to become 2 prey to mani but at last one bids her rest herself in

the holes of the rocks and there she should certainly be safer for
violence itself could not surerise her therer and there she was safe.
Dove-like szintss thew have their sunitions of rocks to fly tor and
there they shall be safe. 0 sirs! there is no breast rlate to that of
ridghteousnesss there is no armour of eproofs no munitions of rocksr to
that of holiness. Nozh’s holiness was an ark to save him» when Niarod‘s
Tower of Rabels which was raised five thousand one hundred fortuy-six races
hidghy could not secure him:. And therefore as wou tender wour own safety
and security in times of trouble and calamitys ohs labour to be holy,}4!

Brooks uses some comrarisonss alond with 2 fabler in order to ardue along the

| same lines 3s the rrevious auote!

The ratient that is truly sensible of his disease will not sayr hereafter

will be time encugh to send for the phusiciani nor the wounded man will

not says hereafter will be time enough to fetch the surdeoni nor the

I condemned man will not sayr hereafter will be time enough to sue for

' rardoni nor the needy man will not says» hereafter will be time enoush to
look for reliefi nor the fallen man will not says hereafter will be time
enough to lift me uri nor the drowning man will not saws hereafter will be
time enoudgh to bring a boat to save my life. Now this is the very case
of all unsanctified rersons in the worldi and why then should they cry
outs hereaftery hereafter will be time enough to be holy? The boar in

l the fables beind auestioned why he stood whettind his teeth so when nobodw

| was near to hurt himr wisely answeredy that it would then be too late to
whet them when he was to use them» and therefore he whetted them so before
dander that he might have them ready in danger. Ahy sirsy there is nothing
more danderous than for vou to have your holiness to seeks when temroral,

| spirituals and eternal danders are at wour heels.4?

l
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IV. CONCLUSION

It should be evident that Thomas Brooks was well acauainted with Scrip-
ture. Brooks was an able interrreter of Scrirture as well. Knowing Scrirture
and beind able to interrret Scrirture are foundational reauiresents for sodly
ministers, But the ingredient that sets Brooks arart as an excertional preach-
er is that he was able to ereach truth in such 2 manner that his messade was
enJoyabler understandabler and memorable, Brooks was not satisfied to merely
preach a body of doctrine., He chose his words with care and clothed his teach-
ind in striking terms and colorful illustrations. He made truth desirable,
not borind. He built dodly doctrine in the setting most arprorriate! amidst
interesting landuade and effective examrles. He rreached according to the
proverb! * . . . sweetness of sreech increases persuasiveness,'™3

Modern das rreachers should see in Brooks a stule worthy of imitation.
Preachers should not be content to only find the eprorer interrretation of
Scrirture. To epreach bare doctrine without an interesting and effective
stuler is to short-circuit the sermon. Ministers should strive to take the
ster bevond discernind the truth to be rroclaimedi to make the ster of de-
cidind how to say what needs to be szids Truth should not be allowed to
become tedious and boring because of a roor preachind stule. Let all teach-

ers and rreachers seek to glorify God’s truth by cultivatind a2 winsome manner

of eresentind truthé and may this brief exrosure to Brooks be helesful to

that end.

143proy, 16121 (NASR).
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PREFACE TO APPENDICES
Brooks used a multitude of sources from which tﬁ take illustrations
auotess and references. In an atteart to catalodg and enumerate the various
tures of illustrations and the source of auotes and references one small

treatise was selected for treatment, Brooks’ treatiser A Strind of Pearlsy

is the treatise which was analuzed in order to det an idea of how many illus-
trationss auotess and references are mades as well as to catalog such infor-
mation accordind to toric or authory» as well as divind the rpade numbers uron
which the various illustrationsr auotess and references are found. A Strind

of Pearls is found in the first volume of Brooks’ Works. The treatise is

sixty-six and one-half rades lond., Each arpendix has a note of exrplanation.
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Arpendix At Illustrations from the Bible which are auoted in "A String of

Pearls®

This arpendix is a list of 211 the Biblical illustrations in g_

Strind of Pearls. The name of the rersons thinds or event, used as an

illustrations is followed by the pade number or numbers upon which it is
found, By this arrandements one can det an idea of the amount and fre-
auency of Biblical illustrations Brooks uses. These Bibliczl references

were chosen because thes eualified as illustrations, Many other Biblical
references were not chosen because thew were functioning as eproofs of Brooks’

ardument surrorting various doctriness instead of servind as illustrative

examrles,

Abel--rr, 431, 447

Abraham--rr. 413y 417y 426 428y ATy 4346y 444y 452y 465
Abszlom--p. 433

Achish--p. 447

Adam and Eve--pep. 404, 428

Adam‘s body--p. 435

Ahab--r. 414

Andels--pp. 433y 439, 449

Arrle which Adam ate--p. 455

Ark--p. 440

Asa--r. 445

Beast from the Bottomless Pit--p. 4460
Belshazzar--p. 436

Bendamin--p. 426

Bodg¢ of Christ--r. 432

Bread (don‘t throw to dods)--r. 417
Bread which was cast uron the waters--p, 4564
Cain--pp, 431y 447, 449

Canaan--p, 440

Cheriot--p. 462

Children of Israel--ep. 432y 444
Christ’s Ring--r., 413

Christ’s Robe--p. 413

Curtains of the tabernacle--p. 427
Daniel--r. 406

David--pr. 402y 425y 426y 433y 436y 444y 447 452y 459y 445
Delilah--r. 414

Devil-p, 442

Dives—-pr. 442y 443, 444

Elidah (Elias)--p, 428

Elisha--r., 433

Ezekiel--rr. 406y 419y 465
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Fire of the altar--p. 426
Flamind sword--e, 450
Golden calf--p. 444
Greres of Canaan--p. 423
Haman—-ppr. 414y 431y 434
Hannah--p. 436
Heaven--pr. 439y 440, 441
Hebrews (i.e.» Hebrew Christians)--p. 442
Hell--pp. 436 439y 440
Isaac—-pr. 413y 431
Isaiah--p. 465
Isle of Patmos--r. 458
Jacob--pr. 404y 412y 413y 424y 426y 431 447y 461y 465
James--p, 428
Jebusites—-p. 412
Jehoram--p, 413
Jehosharhat--p, 412
Jerusalem——p. 440
Jesus Christ--pp. 413» 424, 430y 431y AS2y 453y A58y 459y 4465y Ab6
Jews who were dismissed out of Babvlon--p. 444
Jews—-pp. 4545 4465
Job’s wife--r., 438
Job--pp. 404s 422, 424y 429y 443» 444
John--r, 428
Jonzh’s dourd—--r. 411
Jonah--r. 424
. Jonathan--p, 451
Joserh=-pp., 405y 436» 444, 447, 461
| Judas--p, 431
King of Sodom—-p. 423
Kind of kinds--p., 438
Laban—--p.424
Lazarus--pp. 443y 444y 452, 465 \
Lot--p. 428
Mary--pp. 450, 445
Mordecai——r. 414
Moses--rp. 402, 422y 428, 432
Nathan--p. 465
Noah’s Dove-—rr. 406y 415
Noagh--pr. 406, 417
Paradise--pr. 440y 450
Paul--pp., 402y 404y 424y 429y 460
peter--pp. 406s 422y 428y 451
Pharoah--r. 431
Philistines—-p. 454
Pilate--p. 431
Rachel--r. 449
Samson—--p. 454
Sargh--p. 465
Saul--rr. 431y 444y 447, 451
Shunzmite’s son--p. 433
Solomon--rr. 411y 443
Spiritual Armor--p. 405
Sstar of Bethlehem--p. 405
Sterhen--r. 432s 464




The cross--p, 453

The prorhet (i.e.» Habakkuk)--p., 433
Thomas--p. 430

Tondue of men and andels--p. 425
Tree of Life--p. 417
Worthiesy of whom this world was not worthu--p. 438
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Aprendix B! Illustrations from Practical Evervday Lifes alond with Illustra-

ions from Nature and Science which are ed in rind of Fearls

This appendix is set up in the same forsat as Arpendix A. Adains
care was taken to differentiate between those things which are true illustra-

tionss and those thinds which rerfora another function in the discourse.

Cartive--p. 423

Court--p. 424

Day--p. 439

Martur at the Stake--p. 438
Painter--r, 401

Post--p., 433

Short Nap--r. 453
Torrent--p. 433

Weight--p, 439

Actor--p. 405

Alabaster Hand--p. 428

An Heir-—-p. 442, 4464, 447y 449
Ancient Empires—-r. 411
Arprentice--r. 423
Arithmetician--p, 425
Autumn=--p. 425

Backs--pp. 430, 439

Bank--p. 447

Bears--r. 427

Beast--p. 437

Beautiful Face--p. 449
Bee-hive--r., 418

Beddar-—p., 441

Birds--pr. 427y 433y 437
Bitterness——p. 425

Blaze--r. 426

Blush--#, 438

Rody==r. ‘30

Brass Ring--r. 428

Burning Stables and Outhouses--r. 448
Chaff--r, 441

Child in his Cradle--r. 447
Child--#. 450

Chimney--p., 432

Cistern--p. 447

Citu--p. 447

Cloud--rp. 410y 419, 420, 422
Contests—r. 427

>>D>PD>DD>D>D>DPD

Corn--F. 460
Cradle--p. 425
Cror--p. 456

Crown--pp. 412y 417y 421, 429, 430y 434, A46y 448, 449y 453y A58y 462y 465
Curtain--r. 419
Dencind--p. 425
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Deaf Ear--p. 434

Debatesy Disputations——p, 427
Devils—-p, 427

Dew--rr. 410y 418
Diamond--rPr. 422y 444
Dirt--pr. 411y 447
Diseases——p. 454

Dross--p., 441

Dust--p. 455

Emrty Purse--p. 412

Endaded Woman--p. 423

Eves Being Wired--p, 429

Eves with tears--p, 433
Eves--pr. 430y 434, 445
Father--p, 450

Feet--rr. 430y 434y 446
Feverish Thirst--p. 414
Firmament--p., 424

Flower (Violet)--pp, 405, 459
Flower--pp. 411y 417
Foundation—--p., 425
Fountain--pp. 421, 447
Fruit--pp. 456y 461

Gall--p., 441

Gate--r. 461

Geometrician--p. 425
Glass--r+ 421

Glove--r. 448

Gnashing of Teeth--p. 437
Gold Chain--p. 417

Gold Ring--p. 428

Gold--pp. 427y 428y 441, 447, 462
Governors--p. 439

Grares--p, 423

Grave--p. 454

Gun-shot--p. 427

Hands--pp. 430y 434y 447
Harpind--p. 426

Harvest--p, 425

Hat Ribbon--p. 448

Head——r. 430

Health--p, 425

Heaviness--r., 425

Heavy Burdens--p. 430
Honew--rp. 437y 441, 4460
House--p. 448

Husband--pr. 450, 462
Husbandman--r. 425

Ink=-p. 425

Island of St. Thomasy» Africa--p. 458
Jewel--pr, 413, 415, 416, 421, 424, 444
Kind--pp., 424, 425y 440y 444, 458
Knees Dashed One Adainst Another--pe. 434y 437
Lamb--p. 406

Lamp--p. 404




Leaven in Dough--g, 451
Leprous Finder--p., 428
Light--pp. 425 441

Lil!"? . 458

Lions--p. 427

Luse of Lead--p. 433
Madnifuing Glass——F. 441
Mansions Flowers Mwrrhe Dish--p. 413
Mariner--p, 423

Marriade Knot--p. 451
Marturs--pp. 449y 450y 457
Mask--p. 419

Members--p, 430

Midwife--pp. 454, 461
Minute--r. 426

Mirror (Looking-Blass)-=F. 403
Mists—-r. 420

Money Bad--r. 447
Monsters—-p. 447

Moon--p. 424

Mornind Cloud--pF. 411, 418
Morning Light--p. 410
Mournind--pr. 425 426
Music--r. 438

Nar--p. 415

Ocean--p. 414

p0il Fire--p., 414

Dil--p. 425

Ointment--r. 461

01d and Broken Vessels--p. 433
One that Never Struck Stroke (i.e.» Coward)-——F. 429
Drdan (Husical)=—F. 426
Owl--p. 427

Padans-—p. 427

Paint--p. 432

pParer——F. 425

Pearls--pr. 4411 447y Abb
Pebbles--p. 441

Pens--F. 425

Phusicians--p. 454

Picture on Ice-r. 411
Pictures—-p., 421

Pildrim Travellind to Jerusalem—-p+ 445
Plants--p. 425

Frecious Stone--pP. 410
Primitive Christians——F. 447
Prince--p. 448

Prison--p. 453

Races--p. 427

Rads--pp. 448y 453

Reap--pp. 425y 429 437y AS5
Rhetorician-—r. 425

Rich Heir--p. 448

Ridhteous Judde--P. 429
Ring--p. 422

B
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Rirening--p. 461

Robe--pp. 413y 434y 453

Roman State--r. 447

Rose--pp. 412y 427, 458
' Rosebuds--p. 444
Rowal Palace--pp. 427y 440y 448
Sauce and Food--p. 405
Sea--r. 425
Secret Meals—-r. 405
Seed--p. 456
Serpent in One’s Bowels--p. 441
Serrent--p. 442
Shadow--p. 411
Sickness—-r. 425
Sighind--¢. 425
Silk--p, 427
Sindind--p. 425
Slave--r. 444
Snares--p. 426
Softness——p. 427
Soil--r. 458
Sow--pr. 425 429+ A37
Srark--p. 432
Sering--p. 425
Gtainsy Blotss Srots» Blemishes—-p. 424
Stars--rp. 428y 432
Stocks--p. 430
Stone--p. 437
Stormes and Earthauskes—-F. 417
Summer—-pp. 425y 440
Sun--pp. 420y 421y 422y 424, 428y 432
Sunbeams--F. 421
Sweet Scent--p. 461
Sueetness—-pp, 4251 427y 428y 460
Swiftest Bird that Flies—-p. 433
Tastind--p. 423
Tear Droepind Eves--p. 429
Tearind of Hair--p. 437
Tennis Balls--p. 411
The Dark (Darkness)--pPF. 424, 425y 441
Thorns--pr. 412y 458
Thread-Bare Coat--p. 412
Throne--ep. 425y 453
Tiders--p. 427
Toad--p. 437
Tondue--pp. 430y 434
Tor-stone--p. 425
‘ Transrlanting--p, 458
Traveller--p. 423

Treasures—-p. 448

Turks--p. 427

Tutors--p. 439

Victorious Person (Hero)--r. 429
Vinedar--p. 425

Walking in the Dark--p. 422
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Water--r. 425

Weak Eves--p. 420

Weak Shoulders--r. 420
Weak Stomachs--p. 420
Wheat--p. 441

Wife--p. 450
Wilderness--p. 458
Wine--pr. 425, 437
Winter--pp. 423 440
Wolves--r. 427
Worn--p. 454

Wrinding of Hands--P. 437
Years--p. 426
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Arpendix C! Illustrations from Uninseired Literature which are Quoted in
*A String of Pearls®

Brooks used illustrations from Roman historys the writinds of the Church
Fathersy Muthologys and froam the lives and statements of marturss Reformerss
and other Puritans. Not being well-versed in classical literaturer it was
hard to determine which rersons were authorss and which persons were char-
acters in the authors’ works. Therefores all names were listed Just as
Brooks referred to them. For instances Brooks will sometimes auote or refer
to Plutarch., The fact is that Themistocles was a character in the writinds
of Plutarch. If Brooks mentions Themistocles’ name in the illustrations
then the rade reference is listed under ‘Themistocles’. If Brooks mentions

Plutarch’s name in the illustrations then the rade reference is listed

under ‘Plutarch’.

Achilles (Homer)--pr. 454r 456

Adonis--r. 411

Adrian--p. 410

Alcinous (Homer)--p. 458

Alcisthenes—-r+ 463

Alexandery *a dodly man'--P. 442

Alexander--pp. 403y 414» 445y 444

Alrhonsus (Kind of Sepain)--P. 437

Anbrose--pp. 415y 454y 455s 460y 4465

Anaxadoras——p. 449

Andrew Mastus (d. 1573)--p. 455

Andelastus—-r. 449

aAnselp-—-r, 415

Antidonus--p+ 445

Aristotle-—r. 406

Audustine--pp. 402y 403» 405» 412y 413, 419y 420y 422, 423y 425y 427 430y 434,
436y 438y 443y 450

Aulus Gellius—-p. 443

Basil--rp. 423y 438y 449 466

Bede--p. 423
Bernard--pp. 405, 414, 419, 420y 421y 423y 439y 446y 4475 450, 456
Beza--r. 442

Caesar--pp. 403y 4261 449
Carthaginians--F. 463

Carus (probably ‘Carolus’)--F. 403
Cato--p. 443

Charles the Fifth--p. 414

Charon (Lucian)--p. 440
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Chisrina (Austin)--pp. 449
Chrysolodus—-Fr. 440, 448
Chrusostom—--prr. 429s 432, 438, 441
Cicero--p. 419

Cowrer--r. 450

Crassus--p. 449

Currian--pp. 434y 450¢ 451y 453
Demetrius (Plutarch)--pP. 432y 448
Didumus--p., 442

Diodenes--p. 428

Dionusius (Plutarch)--pF. 44Ty A6
Dionusius Areor—-p, 421
Dionysius of Sicilu--p. 438
Drusius--p, 463

Duke of Bouillon--p. 435

Duke of Guise--r. 443

Edward the Sixth--er. 435
Emreror Severus--p. 458
Emreror’s Son--p. 436
Estius--r. 415

Faninus--p. 450

Galen--r. 439+ 445

Gauls (Plutarch)--p. 423
Glovers Hr.--p. 464

Gredory Nussene--p. 415
Gredory--ep. 416y 419

Haumos Bishor of Halberstat--p. 445
Hiero--r. 418

Hirpocrates--p. 439

Homer--p. 456

Idgnatius--p. 457

Jerome--pp, 442, 447
Juriter--p. 440

Justin Martur--r. 447

Kingd Frederick--p, 442

King William Rufus--p. 443
Lawrence Sanders--p. 450

Lord Harrington--p. 450
Luther--pp. 428y 433» 460 466
Haecenas--r, 404

Melchier Adam--p. 428
Menedesus—-p. 445

Mercurins--r., 440

Miltiades--r., 403

Modestus—-r. 423

Monica (Austins Mother)--pP. 423y 450
Murtilus--r. 410

Nazianzen-—f. 430

FPandora--r. 410
Panormitanus--p. 441

Pareus--p. 409

Paulinus Nolanus--r. 448
Fetrarch-—p. 434

Phocion (Plutarch)--p. 402
Plato--p. 406




Plautus--r. 461

Pliny--pr. 445

Queen Mary (Tudor)--pr. 435s A5A
Rabbins—-p. 465

Sabinus (Seneca)--p. 456
Sannizarius--p. 442

Seneca-—pr., 430y 443, 446 454
Simonides--p. 418

Socrates—--p. 448

St. Andrew--r. 450

8t. Martin--p. 402

Stilpo (Plutarch)--p. 448
Tertullian--pr. 426y 429

The Great Calirh of Babulon--r. 414
The Jews—-r. 445

The Persian Kinds--p. 465

The Persians--p. 454

The Romans--p. 457

Themistocles (Plutarch)--pP. 403y 412y 428, 446
Thomas A. Kempis--p. 436
Throgmortony Mr.——p. 464
TroJans—-r. 416

Ulysses--pp. 447y 456

Victorinus Strigelius (d. 1569)--p. 427
Willian the Conaueror—-p. 459
Zanchius—-p. 410
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